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ABBREVIATIONS

ACP: African, Caribbean and Pacific

ACP-PA: African, Caribbean and Pacific Parliamentary Assembly

CARIFORUM: Caribbean Forum, a subgroup of the African, Caribbean and
Pacific Group of States

EC: European Commission

EU: European Union

JPA: Joint Parliamentary Assembly

ACP-EU JPA: African, Caribbean and Pacific European Union Joint
Parliamentary Assembly

EPAs: Economic Partnership Agreements

EDF: European Development Fund

EAC: East African Community

SADC: Southern African Development Community
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PREFACE

The 34th

Joint

from 13th to

Standing

and Pacific (

resolutions

vi)

vii)

viii)

The Kenya

Kenyan Mi

in all the

country

despite the

i)

ii)

iii)

ir)

v)

Mr. Speaker

The H

The H

Mr. Speaker,

As mentione

Committees

of the African, Caribbean and Pacilic (ACP) and European

entary Assembly (ACP-EU JPA) took place in Port-au-Prince,

Union

Haiti,

preceded by meetings of the three

Session of the African, Caribbean

13th and 16th December 2077.

th December 2OI7. Tlne Session was

ttees and the plenary of the 48th

Parliamentary Assembly between

earlier, the JPA was preceded by

Political Affairs; Economic Develo

meetings of the three Standing

pment, Trade and Finance and

The Session and meetings were a follow-up to the 37th Session of the AC

Assembly and the Inter-sessional meetings of the ACP-EU Joint

Assembly that were held in October in Brussels, Belgium. Various

matters affecting the member States were adopted.

Mr. Speaker,

The Kenya de gation to this meeting comprised of the following -

The H Patrick Mariru, M.P. - Leader of Delegation

.) Margaret Kamar, M.P. - Senate Member of Delegation

(Dr.) Lilian Gogo, M.P. - National Assembly Member of Delegation

Cornelly Serem, M.P. - National Assembly Member of Delegation

Athanas Wafula Wamunyinyi, M.P. - National Assembly Member

Sen

The H

Delega n

Ms. W Ndindiri - Delegation Secretary (National Assembly)

Mr. N Too - Delegation Secretary (National Assembly)

Mrs an Osundwa - Delegation Secretary (Senate)

P

egation was also joined by Ambassador Johnson Weru from th
to the European Union in Brussels. The group participated

tions and issued statements with regard to the topics that we

under discus on. Kenya also provided a brief on the political situation in

the General Elections, assuring the delegates that there was

political differences observed.
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Committee on Social Affairs and Environment. They presented reports on topical

issues such as the challenges in the field of the securitg-deuelopment nexus in ACP

and EU policies; Blue economg: the opportunities and challenges for ACP states; and

on improuing the access to basic health sysfems, notably to medicines in the fight
against infectious dlseases. The reports were thereafter discussed in the Joint
Assembly, where they were adopted and resolutions made. There was also a
Women's Forum, two workshops and a Youth Conference with Haitian students,

conducted before the main plenary session.

Mr. Speaker,

The JPA deliberated on various matters of concern to the Member States, and also

exercised scrutiny over the European Commission, the ACP and EU Councils,

respectively through a Question and Answer debate. Further, deliberations were

conducted on a variety of topics, namely, the role of natural resources in promoting

sustainable development, demographic growth, sustainable tourism, enhancing

resilience to climate change and natural disasters, among others, in addition to
discussions with Commissioner Neven Mimica, Member of the European

Commission with responsibility for international cooperation and development. The

Commissioner focused his statement on the future of the Cotonou Agreement,

which would be coming to an end in 2O2O, citing the need to adapt to the changing

environment and to the emergence of global challenges such as climate change and

migration. Other debates aiso included urgent motions on the ongoing situations in
Mauritania, Libya and Zimbabwe. Kenya was also given an opportunity to clarify the

situation following the repeat Presidential election.

Mr. Speaker,

The delegation is grateful to the Speakers of the two Houses for allowing them to

attend the Session, for facilitating travel and accommodation and providing logistical

and technical support in liaison with the offices of the Clerks from the two Houses.

It is now my pleasant duty, on behalf of the delegation, to present and commend this

report to the House for noting.

ffi
sEN. (PROF.) MARGARET KAMAR, M.P.

MEMBER OF THE DELEGATION

(

DATE: -I lt.l.l..,ri g...J=.::.t [.



REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACP AND JPA COMMITTEES, ACP

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY AND ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY:

PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI - 13rH TO 2OrH DECEMBER,2OLT

1. INTRODUCTION
1. The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly was created out of a common

desire to bring together the elected representatives of the European

Community - the Members of the European Parliament - and the elected

representatives of the African, Caribbean and Pacific states (ACP Countries)

that have signed the Cotonou Agreement: it is the only institution of its kind in

the world.

2. Since the entry into force of the Treaty on the European Union and EU

enlargement, it has acquired a more prominent role. A substantial part of the

work of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly is directed towards promoting

human rights and democracy and the common values of humanity, and this

has produced joint commitments undertaken within the framework of the UN

conferences.

Composition and working methods
3. The representatives of the 78 ACP states, who under the Cotonou Agreement

must be members of Parliament, meet their European Parliament counterparts

drawn from the 27 rnember states of the EU in a plenary session for one week

twice a year, bringing together more than 320 MPs. The Joint Parliamentary

Assembly meets alternately in an ACP country and an EU country. The

institution is governed by common, democratic rules.

4. Two Co-Presidents who are elected by the Assembly direct their work. Twenty

four vice-presidents (12 European and 72 ACP) who are also elected by the

Assembly constitute the Bureau of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly, together

with the two Co-Presidents. The Bureau meets several times a year in order to

ensure the continuity of the work of the Joint Parliamentary Assembiy and to

prepare new initiatives aimed notably at reinforcing and improving

cooperation. It also considers topical political questions and adopts positions

on all human rights cases.
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5. Three Standing Committees have been established to draw up substantive

proposals, which are then voted on by the Joint Parliamentary Assembly.

These Committees, which began their work in March 2003, are:-

a) the Committee on Political Affairs;

b) the Committee on Economic Development, Finance and Trade; and

c) the Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment

6. The Assembly regularly forms exploratory or fact-finding missions. The

members of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly are thus in direct contact with

the situation on the ground in various developing countries which are

signatories to the Cotonou Agreement.

7. The impact of the work of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly goes well beyond

economic considerations and embraces the fundamental objectives of the

development of mankind and the establishment of peaceful relations between

the nations and the world. The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly is a
democratic parliamentary institution, which aims to promote and defend

democratic processes in order to guarantee the right of each people to choose

their own development objectives and decide on how to attain them.

Initiatives by the Joint Parliamentary Assembly

8. The Joint Parliamentary Assembly has made an active contribution towards

implementing and reinforcing successive ACP-EU Conventions and has put

forward numerous proposals, including -
a) the upgrading of the role of women in development process;

b) the integration of environment policy in development projects;

c) promotion of trade as a tool for development, particularly by way of the

Economic Partnership Agreements foreseen in the Cotonou Agreement;

d) the drawing up of rural development programmes and micro-projects tailored

to the needs of specific communities; and,

e) the promotion of regional, political and commercial cooperation.

Membership and meetings

9. The forum has elected members drawn from the European Community and

the African, Caribbean and Pacific states. Prior to the Joint Parliamentary

Assembly (JPA), the ACP committees hold meetings. These are followed by a

1



The

1 1. The

mee

EU ittee meetings, and finally the ACP-EU Joint Parliamen

Assem

mic Partnership Agreements (EPAs)

10. From 02, the European Union and individual as well as groups of coun

that er make up the ACP group of states have been negotiating

trade" under Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs). The general

k for negotiating EPAs is found in the Cotonou Agreement.

objectives of BPAs are to ensure sustainable development of A

coun s, their smooth and gradual integration into the global economy

of poverty. Specifically, BPAs aim at promoting sustained

the production and supply capacity; fostering the

ation and diversilication of the ACP economies and p

suppo for regional integration by being "tailor-made" to suit specific re

S.

I

I

tn$s

"r.{"

12. Some

ComPr

be

eCr

focu on ACP development, taking account of their socio-

tances and including co-operation and assistance to help A
coun s benefit from the agreements; they open up EU markets fully

tely, but allow ACP countries long transition periods to open

to EU imports while providing protection for sensitive sectors;

create oint institutions that monitor the implementation of the agreemen

and s trade issues in a cooperative way; and, they are also designed

of change that will hetp kick-start reform and contribute to

key features of the EPAs include the following: they are

agreements, but go beyond conventional free-trade

governance

13. Kenya, along with other EAC Partner States initialled the framework E

ent on 27th November 2OO7. This was followed by negotiations

a EPA, which was initialled by the EU and EAC Partner Sta

on 14 October, 2014. The EPA is due for signature and ratification by each

and EU Partner States to enter into force
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14.In general, Kenya and the EAC are keen to conclude an EPA Agreement that
addresses the concerns of the region, bring industrial and general

development, and lead to poverty reduction. The agreement should also not

lead to displacement of Kenya products in the EAC markets by EU products.

At present, Kenya and Rwanda have concluded with the ratification process,

awaiting the other EAC states to finalize on the EAC EPA.

The European Development Fund (EDF)

15. The European Development Fund (EDF) is the main instrument for providing

Community aid for development cooperation by the EU to the ACP States.

The 1957 Treaty of Rome made provision for its creation with a view to
granting technical and financial assistance, initially to African countries which

at that time were still colonized, and with which some EU Member States had

historical links.

16. The tenth EDF covered the period from 2008 to 20 13 and provided an overall

budget of EUR 22 682 million. The current eleventh EDF is scheduled to run

from the year 2Ol4 to 2O2O, with a budget of EUR 31.5 billion set aside for

this particular period. This is divided into grants, national and regional

indicative programmes; intra-ACP and inter-regional cooperation; the

investment facility managed by the European Investment Bank; and for the

European Investment Bank loans to be used to promote the public sector in

ACP states.

2. MEETINGS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES
17. T}re ACP Committee Meetings took place on 13th and l4th December, 2017, to

discuss and agree on common positions on the Agenda items scheduled for

discussion by the JPA Committees. Subsequently, the JPA Committees met on

16th December,20 17, and discussed several matters as follows -

Committee on Political Affairs
18. After adopting its agenda and approving Minutes of the previous meeting, the

Committee proceeded to consider the substantive agenda items as shown in

Annex 1.
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22. Su

Committee

of19. The C

l2th o

20. This

(Djib

fteld

mittee then considered and approved the minutes of the meeting

ber,2017 that was held in Brussels.

Co-rapporteurs Mohammed Goumane

(EU) on the topic 'the challenges in the

s followed by a presentation by

and Enrique Guerrero Salom

o the security-deuelopment nexus in ACP and EU policies'. The presenters

stresse on security-development interfaces in terms of policy priorities and

opera realities

21. The Q,

Report

ittee thereafter considered amendments proposed to the draft

on the topic 'the challenges in the field of the securitg deuelopment

nexus I ACP and EU policies', as presented by the Co-Rapp orteurs. Following

amendments, anda vote, the Report was adopted by the Committee, with

d for consideration by the JPA.

tly, the Committee received a working document on the next

presen by Cristian Dan Preda (EU) and Jacob Oulanyah (Uganda) on'ACP-

ns post-cotonou: a strong parliamentary dimertsion committee on

Political Affairs', calling for full involvement in the Post-Cotonou discussions,

glven crucial role it creates for genuine dialogue on various issues and

c processes. The need was also highlighted for a strong

par tary dimension in the next ACP-trU partnership

23. The A Co-Chair strongly condemned the recent trade of African migrants in

Libya, s ting that these ignoble acts were crimes against humanity which had

nop in the modern world. He called for appropriate measures to be taken

to that the perpetrators of these crimes were held accountable for their

actions

EU

24. Mem

coun

25. After

ti

subsequently reported on the political situations in their re

among them, a brief on the political situation in Kenya delivered

the of the Kenya Delegation, the Hon. Patrick Mariru, MP

Economic Development, Finance and Trade

its Agenda and approving Minutes of the previous meeting, the

Com proceeded to consider the substantive agenda items as shown in

Annex
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26. The Committee considered the working document for its next topic, 'The

impact of the illicit trade in phgtosanitary products, seeds and other agricultural

inputs on the economies of ACP counties', as presented by the Co-Rapporteurs,

Mrs. Lucie Milebou Aubusson Mboussou (Gabon) and Ms. Maria Arena (EU).

This document is to be improved upon and discussed substantively at the

Committee's next meeting.

27. Members subsequently received and exchanged views on EPA implementation

in the Caribbean region, with CARIFORUM, and the European Commission

(EC), on the one hand, and on EPA negotiations in the other regions, with the

EC, on the other on the topic 'Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA):

Update on negotiations and implementatiott'. An update was provided on

the status of negotiations in all the regions as shown in Annex 3.

28. The meeting was informed that in the Eastern and Southern African (ESA)

sub-region, Comoros had signed and would join the existing EPA after

concluding the necessary ratification procedures. In the SADC region, talks

were held with the civil society on their possible role in monitoring and

implementation of the EPA. In addition, Mozambique had ratified the

agreement. There had been no change in the Central Africa region, leaving

Cameroon as the only signatory to the EPA. The EU had further indicated that

time for negotiations had lapsed in this region. Consultations between the EU

and EAC were still ongoing, with Kenya and Rwanda having ratified the EPA.

29. The Committee also heard that only Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands

in the Pacific region had signed the EPA, and its implementation was ongoing.

Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Slovenia and three other EU states had also not

signed the EPA with the CARIFORUM, however Jamaica had now ratified the

EPA. Generally, most countries were in the process of preparing strategic

plans for EPA implementation.

30. Members also received and exchanged views on Mechanism of ftnancial support

in case of natural disasters: experiences in the Caibbean region and ACP-EU

cooperation. Following the presentation, Members noted that there was a

strong correlation between exogenous shocks and macroeconomic variables.

The macroeconomic instability resulting from such shocks is detrimental to

'11



economic growth and, more often than not, compromises or delays the

achievement of the countries' development goals.

31. In addition, the negative impact of external shocks on development is cause

for concern in ACP countries, especialiy in the Caribbean region, where the

magnitude of, and exposure and vulnerability to natural disasters ar€

extremely high, while, at the same time, the capacity to respond remains low.

The need to have a {inancial support mechanism in the event of natural

disasters is now urgent, given their frequency and magnitude. Such a

mechanism would help to counter the negative effects of these shocks and

maintain the affected countries' development strategies. Currently, the EDF

allocations received by Caribbean states can be reallocated to support disaster

relief eflorts. Other financing mechanisms are availed through the European

Development Bank, and via grants from the United Nations and neighbouring

countries like the United States and Canada for emergencies and

recon struction proj ects.

32. The Committee lastly considered amendments proposed to the draft Report on

the topic 'The blue economA: opportunities and challenges for ACP States', as

presented by the Co-Rapporteurs, Oumori Mmadi Hassani (Comoros) and

Thierry Cornillet, MEP. The blue economy encompasses all economic activities

taking place in or on bodies of water, such as lakes, watercourses,

groundwater tables, oceans and seas, as well as on their shores.

33. As a generator of many economic services, jobs and income, the blue economy

is responsible for a major share of economic growth in ACP countries, and also

contributes significantly to global economic development. Following a vote, the

Report was adopted by the Committee, with amendments, and approved for

consideration by the JPA.

Committee on Social Affairs and the Environment
34. After adopting its Agenda and approving Minutes of the previous meeting, the

Committee proceeded to consider the substantive agenda items as shown in

Annex 4.
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35. The Committee considered amendments proposed to the draft Report on the

topic 'on improuing access to basic health sgstems, notablg to medicines in the

ftght infectious diseases, as presented by the Co-Rapporteurs, Hon. Magnus

Kofi Amoatey (Ghana) and Norbert Neuser (EU). Following a vote, the Report

was adopted by the Committee with amendments, and approved for

consideration by the JPA.

36. The Committee also considered the working document on its next topic: 'the

social and enuironmental consequences of urbanisation, particularlg the sound

mano.gement of industial and domestic tuaste in ACP countries,'as presented

by the Co-Rapporteurs, Kalifa Sallah (Gambia) and Eleni Theocharus (EU).

37. Members identified different types of waste which needed to be enumerated in

the report, that is, industrial, sanitary, plastic and sea/ocean/marine waste. It
was noted that there was need for changes in legislation at national and

international levels, and innovative mechanisms to deal with issues of waste

management. The principles to apply in waste reduction were listed as the

3R's - reduce, recycle and reuse.

38. Members also received a follow-up report by the European Commission on the

resolution adopted by the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary on the role of sport in

education and poverty eradication. Sport should be used for the personal

development of children to help them overcome the effects of war and poverty.

The Commission highlighted that is the EU is exploring the use of sport

diplomacy in external relations and development efforts, as it can help unite

people and eliminate borders, enhance economic activity, and address social

tensions, conflicts and radicalization among the youth.

39. The Committee also held an exchange of views with the International Labour

Organization (lLO) on eliminating Child labour in ACP countries. It was

observed that 152 million children aged between 5 and 17 years around the

world are being put to labour. This issue is still prevalent even in higher-

income countries. As such, efforts to reduce child labour need to be addressed

at regional and national levels to deal with the factors leading to this practice.

12



Any measures created to deal with child labour also need to be multi-faceted

and tailored to specific areas or industries where children are working.

THE 48TH SESSION OF THE ACP PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

40. The ACP Parliamentary Assembly was held on 15th December, 2077. The

meeting was presided over by the President of the ACP, the Hon. ibrahim

Rassin Bundu from Sierra Leone. He welcomed Members to the meeting and

extended a special welcome to those who were attending the meetings for the

first time. This was followed by adoption of the Agenda and accreditation of

non- Parliamentary Assembly representative s.

41. The President then invited the ACP Assistant Secretary General, Amb.

Leonard-Emile Ognimba to address the Assembly on behalf of the ACP

Secretary General. He made the following remarks:

a) He reiterated the deep appreciation of the ACP Group to the people and the

Government of Haiti for having offered to host the meetings at hand.

b) He elaborated on the work that the ACP Secretariat had been preoccupied

with since the previous meetings of the ACP, noting that the breadth and

depth of deliberations at ACP meetings demonstrated the keen concern on

the part of Member States for the future of the ACP Group.

42. In reaction to the Statement, Members observed that, with the 2020 expiry of

the Cotonou Agreement fast approaching, there was need to expedite

negotiations on a successor agreement.

43. The ACF President then made his address to the Assembly. In his remarks,

the Presldent -
a) inforrned the Assembly of the deliberations and outcome of the previous

intersessional meeting of the JPA that took place in Brussels in October

2OI7; and

b) reiterated previous concerns at the lack of participation by ACP Members in

the submission of amendments and resolutions for adoption by the JPA

and qruestions to the Commission and Councii.
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44. The Assembly then received and considered reports from the three Standing

Committees of the ACP-PA, on the agenda items scheduled for discussion

during meetings of the Joint Committees.

WOMEN'S F'ORUM
45. A Women's Forum was held on Saturday, l6th December, 2O17. The meeting

was held under the theme "Empoutering Wornen as Climate Defenders"

with the sub themes'. "Women's role in nations' reconstruction in the wake of a

natural disaster" and "Protecting u)omen from sexual abuse in emergencA

situations".

46. The meeting highlighted some of the significant roles women play in the wake

of disaster and recalled that women remain champions of hope even when

they are the most hit during a natural disaster. On the discussion on

protecting women from sexual abuse in emergency situations, it was

acknowledged that often after a disaster, women are the most affected and

their mobility is reduced when they lose their shelter, and property or

belongings they had at their disposal, along with sustainable means of

livelihood. A copy of the Agenda for this meeting is attached as Annex 5.

WORKSHOPS
47. During the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly, two workshops organrzed

by the Haitian authorities and held concurrently on Sunday, December 77,

2077. They were on the following topics:

a) On Haitian Innovation and Art - this entailed a visit to the Village of

Noailles, which is a joint initiative between the Government of Haiti and the

EU. Delegates got a chance to observe the contemporary art and crafts

sector at close quarters, including the production of quaiity articles made

out of cut iron, and paintings in numerous workshops by the local artists,

sculptors and craftsmen. The Haitian Government has improved the

infrastructure in the area, notably access roads and electricity, while the

EU has financed several projects aimed at improving technical capabilities

and promoting Haitian culture globally.

b) On Urban Architecture of Port-au-Prince - the delegates visited the public

space Source la Grotte, which is a voodoo pilgrimage site, rebuilt and

protected with a public wash house and playground area; Quartier Turgeau

15



Gingerbreads, Maison Dufort, houses which make up part of the

architectural Haitian heritage; Avenue N which connects two isolated

neighbourhoods to bring about city integration; Hotel Oloffsson/Place

JerEmie; Nouvele Cite administrative; and Mupanah, the National Museum

Pantheon located in the Champ de Mars, the downtown central square

which portrays Haiti's history and heroes.

THE YOUTH CONFERENCE

48. The Youth Conference, which was held on 17th December, 2OI7, is a new

forum in the JPA that is aimed at interacting with young leaders in the host

country. It provides a platform for interaction between the youth and the ACP

and EU parliamentarians so as to promote the skills, ener5/, innovation and

potential of youth, and enhance their economic, social, empioyment and

cultural opportunities. It is further aimed at promoting the active participation

of young citizens in public life as well as fostering student exchanges and

interaction of ACP and EU youth organisations. The meeting came up with the

"Port-au-Prince Declaration" attached as Annex 6.

OVERVIEW OF THE 34TH SESSION OF THE ACP.EU JOINT
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

Opening Session
49. The 34th Session of the ACP-EU JPA was held from l8ttt to 20th December,

2Ol7 at the Karibe Convention Centre in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The Session

was Co-Chaired by the ACP President and Acting EU President. The Session

commenced with addresses by the two Co-Presidents, Hon. Ibrahim Rassin

Bundu and Hon. Michele Rivasi, as well as H.E. Jovenel Moise, President of

the Republic of Haiti and Hon. Youri Latortue, President of the National

Assembly of the Republic of Haiti.

50. The President of the National Assembly of Haiti welcomed the delegates to the

country. He further thanked the ACP-EU delegates for the resolution made

during the December 2016 meeting in Nairobi on mobilizing support for Haiti

to counteract the effects of Hurricane Matthew which had affected the region

then.

51. He assured the delegates that the Parliament of Haiti was working to ensure

citizens' involvement and interest in politics does not wane. The Legislature

16



was ensuring return of normalcy and even increasing the pieces of legislation

passed. He also stated that Haiti supports all measures for fair international

trade. In this regard, the Haitian Parliament was reviewing the EPAs on areas

of concern raised by civil society groups, the private sectors and others, before

ratifying the agreement.

52. The Acting EU Co-President, Mme. Michele Rivasi also welcomed all the

delegates and thanked the hosts for organizing the meeting. She noted that

climate change disasters had doubled globally, so there was need to focus on

mitigation, prevention and building resilience. She also commented on the

topic on mineral resources in ACP countries as part of sustainable resources,

which should be developed to aid in development of these states, instead of a

focus on solely mineral extraction and exportation, among other topics. She

concluded by encouraging all parliamentarians present to take part in the

ongoing consultative processes on the post-Cotonou negotiations.

53. Hon. Ibrahim Bundu, the ACP Co-President, congratulated the President of

Haiti for his election on February 7, 2077 on behalf of the ACP-EU Joint

Parliamentary Assembly. He also thanked the Haitian Government for offering

to host the JPA meetings, especially on short notice, and given the natural

disasters and other emergencies that Haiti has gone through in the recent

past. He cited partnership as a major part of the ACP and EU relationship,

which extends to the way global issues are addressed and managed in the

larger international community. A self-based approach based on national

interest only may not be sustainable in the long-term. He highlighted that the

greatest challenge most ACP states grapple with is maintaining the right

political and institutional environment for sustainable development and

reduction of poverty.

54. He also made a few remarks on topics regarding the role of natural resources

in promoting sustainable development, the blue economy and the security-

development nexus in ACP and EU policies. A copy of the Co-President's

speech is attached as Annex 7.

55. H.E. President Jovenel Moise addressed the delegates, and acknowledged that

the ACP-EU is a beneficial partnership to both sides. He further stated that

Haiti is going through a transition in its democracy, but things are progressing

1-7



positively. He highlighted that his administration will focus on three key areas

during its term: good governance, growth and sustainable deveiopment. This

will involve dealing with corruption, improving infrastructure and reviving

agricultural productivity, among other things. He reiterated that Haiti
continues to rely on the support of external partners like the JPA, EU and

others, but from a position of partnership, and not assistance.

56. He concluded by requesting the international community to continue offering

support to Haiti, especially in mitigating the effects of of natural disasters

experienced. He also stated that the country is still reviewing the EPAs to
ensure issues of concern are addressed. Subsequently, President Moise

declared the JPA officially open.

Plenary Sessions of the ACP-EU JPA

57. Members of the Assembly began the plenary sessions with accreditation of
non-parliamentary representatives, following which the Assembly proceeded to

adopt and consider the Agenda of the Assembly. This agenda is attached as

Annex 8.

58. The Assembly received and exchanged views on a presentation by

Commissioner Neven Mimica, Member of the European Commission with
responsibility for international cooperation and development. The

Commissioner focused his statement on the future of the Cotonou Agreement,

which would be coming to an end in 2O2O. While recognising the unique
nature of the Agreement, the Commissioner underlined the need to adapt it to
the changing environment and to the emergence of global challenges such as

climate change and migration.

59. The presentation was followed by Question Time to the Commission. The

Commission had previously responded to questions in writing, and

Commissioner Mimica gave oral replies to the supplementary questions raised

by Members on the floor, among them on resumption of talks about Cuban

ACP-EU JPA membership, Post-Cotonou and wildlife trafficking, EU funds to

repair the damage caused by Hurricane Irma in the Caribbean islands, Effects

of the extended global gag rule on SRHR and HIV (Mexico City Policy), Sexual

and reproductive health and rights in Haiti, Ending female genital mutilation,
Conditionality of development aid and respect for human rights, IDPs and the
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right to return in ACP countries, 2O3O agenda for sustainable development

and Uncommitted appropriations.

60. During catch-the-eye debate with Commissioner Mimica, it was highlighted by

Members that there was need to separate humanitarian aid from development

aid. The BU Commission aiso confirmed that in discussions with the ACP

states regarding the post-Cotonou agreement, the negotiations were not being

conducted separately with the three different regions, but with the ACP states

as a bloc. It was hoped, however, that the specificities of each region would be

included in the new post-2}2} partnership. Mention was also made of the

situation in Libya where migrants were being soid as slaves. It was stated that

this problem was difficult to deal with due to the absence of government

structures to engage with, especially in the southern part of Libya.

61. The European Commission gave feedback on the resolutions adopted by the

ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly during its meeting in Malta in June

2017.

62. The Assembly also considered urgent motions for resolution on the Situation in

Mauritania and on enhancing resilience to climate change and natural disasters

in ACP states. These motions are attached as Annex 9.

63. Other topics without resolution discussed during the plenary sessions

included Sustainable Tourism, the situations in Catalonia and Zrrnbabwe and

an exchange of views with the authorities of Haiti, among others.

64. The Co-Presidents then presented a report on the 14th regional meeting (Pacific

Region) held in Port Vila, Vanuatu, from 19th to 21"t July,2Ol7, and

highlighted the main topics discussed at the meeting. Members thanked and

congratulated Vanuatu for the successful organisation of the meeting.

65. The Assembly then received summary reports from the workshops that had

taken place on the sidelines of the JPA, as well as those from the Youth

Conference and Women's Forum.

66. The Assembly subsequently considered the amendments proposed to the

motions for resolutions included in the reports submitted by the three

standing committees, and upon a vote, the resoiutions were adopted with

amendments. A copy of the Resoiutions is attached as Annex 1O.
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Dates of
67. The
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March

Assem

Recomm

The Delega

and noting

Meetings
th Session of the ACP Parliamentary Assembly and Inter-

of the JPA Committees will be held in Brussels, Belgium, from 20-

2018, while the 35th Session of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamen

will take place from 18 -20 June 2078 in Sofia, Bulgaria.

tion

recommends this report to the Houses of Parliament for inform

END
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Annex 1: Agenda for the meeting of the Committce on Political Affairs

Annex 2: Agenda for the meeting of the Committee on Economic Development,

Finance and Trade

Annex 3: Status of EPAs negotiations in the diffcrent regions

Annex 4: Agenda for the meeting of the Committee on Social Affairs and the
Environment

Annex 5: A copy of the Agenda for the Women's Forum

Annex 6: "Port-au-Prince Declaration" from the Youth Conference

Annex 7: Remarks made by the ACP Co-President during the official opening

Annex 8: JPA Agenda/work Programme

Annex 9: Urgent motions for resolution adopted on Mauritania and on Climate
change and natural disasters in ACP states

Annex 10: Adopted resolutions of the 3 standing committees
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I tl COll ity with the country's iuternational human rights obligatious, and t.nust tlictefolc
take all
right to

lneasurcs to ensule fi'ee, transparent and credible elections, atrd that the

cacelirl assembly, aucl to lieedorn o1'opinion and explession at-e fully rcspccted;

an appropriatc flrar.rrcworl< {br a conslructivc political dialogLrc able to gual'antccM
il pr

the

l. In thc
clele

TISSO

and dernocratio environrnent for timely ancl cledible elections in2019 requires

of all political players in Mauritania;

of the above-mcntionccl situation, deciclcs to send a joint ad hoc fact-fintling
belore its next sessiou, schedr"rled to take place in June 201 8, in older to ureet

the M authoritics, parliarnent, opposition parties, civil society atrd non-

ental organisations, the purpose being to obtaiu 1-rrst-hand intbrmatiou on

's continucd cor.nmitment to uphold our shared principles of the rule of law,

Ir rtt-ttart , ltndamcntal trccdoms, non-discrinrination based ou race, detttocracy, and

good go ance including the se1'raration 01'powers, as welI as thc lirll itnpleureutation
o1'the on the eradication of slavery; gives the delegation a reurit to assess tlte

alle on the political and hurnan lights situation in the country, including the

trca of political opponents, ol'demoustrators dttring the rcfercndum campaigtt aud

rights def'enders, and to vcrify whcthcr the rights of freedom of expression, of
n and of peaceful assembly are not restricted, and report back to thc Assernbly;

of

2. Calls on Mauritaniau authorities to grant the clelegation fulI and unharrperccl acccss

to tiou ancl to all partics rncutioneci abovc; notcs that the dclogation will bc

cstablis pLlrsLlant to Articlc 28 of thc Assctnbly's l\-rles of Ploccdurc;

3. Instnrcts its Co-Presidcnts to fbrward this resolution to thc ACP-EU Council, thc

Clor,rncil of the I3uropean Union, the ACP Council, the Vice-President of the

Cornuri ion / I'Iigh Rcpresentative of thc lJnion for Foreign Allairs and Security Policy,
thc an Cornrnission, the Secretary-General of the LIN, thc African Union, the

Arab M b Union and the President, Prime Minister and Parliatne nt of tlie Islarnic

I{epublic Mauritania.

RM\l r42739 .clocx )t-t AI'102..t84/fin
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ACP- U JOINT PARLIAMENTAITY ASSEMBLY

ACP-EU/102.3831171fin

RESOLUTIONl

on cn rcsilicncc to clirnatc changc atrtl natural disastcrs in ACP statcs

7'he ACI'-E Jo int P qr I ictme n la ry A s.s emb ly,

in Port-au-Princc (l laiti) fi'om l ti to 20 Decembcr 2017,

having to Article 7 and t<l Article l8(2) of its Rnles of Procedure, 'i'--' 
--

to Article 208 of the Treaty on the Fur-rctioning of the Europeanhaving
Union
of EU

rvirich establishes eradication of poverty as the prirnary objective
policy, as well as the principle of policy coheretrce for

having ,gard to thc ACI'-EU Partncrship Agrccu-ient signcci in Cototror.r on 23

Junc and revised respectively in Luxembotlrg on 25 June 2005 and in

o ott 22 June 2010 (hereinaiter 'thc Cotonott Agleeuretrt'), and in
Article 32 thereof, dedicatcd entirely to clitrrate change,

having to the United Nations Irratrrework Conveuticln on Clirnate Chango

of 1992 and its I(yoto Protocol,

having
of the

to tlrc Paris Agreetneut, Decisitttt llcl'>.2l attd the 2lst Conf'erettce

(CIOP21) to thc IINFCCC ancl thc l lth Confcrcucc ol thc Parties

sewing as the Meeting of the Parties to thc I(yoto Protocol (CMPIl), heid in
Paris, from 30 Novembcr to I I Dcccrnber 2015,

having
which

to the nlost reccnt LIN Cliniate Changc Confercucc (COP23),

place fi'om 6 to ll Novetnber in Bonu (Germany), presided over by

the of Fiji, and to the liuropcan Parliatrreut resolutiou of 4 Octobcr'

2011 the COP23,

Adopted
(FIaiti).

tfie ACP-F,U Joint lrarliamentary Assembly on 20 i)ecenrbcr 20 l7 in Pot't-au-l'riucc

9
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having t'egarcl tcl tlte Clouucil Conclusions of l3 Novcmbcr 2017 on a strategic
approach to lesilicncc in thc I:lLJ's cxtcr.nal actiou,

having rcgarcl to tltc liuropcan Parliament rcsolution ol'l Junc 2017 on resilierrce
as a stratcgic priority o1'thc cxternal action oi'the llU.

having rcgarcl to tltc Europeau Parliarnent resolution oi'I I Deccmbcr20l3 on the
liU approach to resilicncc attd clisastcl risk rech:ction in clevelolting cguntrics:
leanting fronr lbod sccLrrity clisis,

havirrg rcgarcl to thc UN IIyogo Iirar.nervurk lbr Action 2005-2015, as acloptecl at
thc World (lottfcrence on Disaster RcdLrotion iu January 2005 ancl Lrpdated by thc
Scndai lrratttcu'ork Ibr Disaster l{isk I{eduction 2015-2030, acloptecl in lviarc5
201 -5 in Sendai (Japan),

having I'cgat'd to tlic Sntall Islancl I)cveloping States Acccleratecl Moclalities of
Action (sAMoA) l']athrvay 2014, the caribbearr li.egional Irrarnework 1br
Achieving l)o'elopntcnt Resilicnt to Cliurate Changc, ttre I-ilicnclaal Declaratiou
on Climatc Change ancl I)evelopmcnt, tlrc Afiican LJnion Strategy ou Clilratc
change. ancl the lrramcr,vork lbr Resilient Derrclopment in the pacific,

having regard to tltc \\rorlcl I{isk l{cport 2016, calcularecl rvith 28 incliviclual
indicators ratirlg tltc clisaster risk lor 171 countrics iu the light oI fir,c latural
hazards (cartliqtrakcs, cycloucs, floods, dloughts ancl sca-level rises) cornbiucd
with thc social, cctltrottric ancl ccologicai conclitious vvithin tlic respcctivc
countlies,

having rcgarcl to tltc Ilcport o1' the United Natious Sccletary-Gelcral o[ 23
Augtrst 2016 on tlie Outcorttc o1'the Worlcl Ilurnanitarian Surtrntit (A/711353),

Itavitlg rcgald to UN Gcncral Asscrnbly Resolution A/l{l1si7Oll of 25 Septcrnbcr
2015 entitleci "l't'attsfbrtninll our rvorld: the 2030 Agenda ftrr Susiailablc
L)crrcloprnent' ,

having t'cgarcl to the ACIP-lltJ Joint Parliamentary Asscmbly rcsolutious aclopteci
in Prague (Czech ttcputrlic) on 9 April 2009 in Luanda (Angola) o1 3 Dcccmbcr
2009 ancl in'l'cncrifc (Spain) on I April 2010.

having regarcl to thc Declat'ation o1'tlie r\CP-lrtl .loint Parlialrentary Asscnbly
on clirnatc changc of'21 .lrrnc 201(r, adoptccl in St. Julian's, Ivlalta,

whereas clitnate cltatrgc is iucrcasing thc liccluency, irrtcnsity, spatial extelt,
cluratiott atlrl titnirtq of crtlctnc rvcathcr and clintate clisastcrs; u,hereas. if leli
uuaclclrcsscd, cliurate chattqe rvill Ieacl to a risc in poverty aucl inecpralitics, filocl
ittsccttrity, hcalth problcnts, srrrlhcc-'"r,ater scarcity, coastal lloocling, air pollutiop
ancl droLrghts. inclucing thc <lisltlaccureut o1'peoplc;

Eh!
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4

in tlie l{orn of Af ica; stresses the importancc of inlormation exchange and
enhanced cooperation in uraritirne law enforcemcnt;

that thc ooeatls aucl scas are very diversc ernd that it is therefbre esscntial that
a 'one-s ts-all'approach is not adoptcd; draws attention to the need to promotc an

approaoh to difl't:rent sectors of the blue econon-ry, basccl on comlllon principles
ustainability, recognising and respecting the specilicitics and needs of thesuch as

matter
countri

Reitera
certain
among

S

regiotrs ancl the priorities clf conntries, as rvcll as sultporting theru in working ou
these

5. Stresses e nced tbr ACP coltntries to act together on the iuteurational stage to ensure
that b accolrnt is taken ol'their specific circurnstances;

6. Notes concel'Il tlrat, according to the FAO,BTo/o of thc world's urarine flsh stocks arc
ted, overexploited or depletedr; recalls that fish stock sustainability is a globalftilly

llt
that the intemational commnnity lias an obligation to assist developing
meeting this challenge I;

1 the need to prohibit, within the remit of the World Trade Organisation (WTO),
of subsidies that contribute to overfishir-rg and ovcrcapacity, as requested,
by ACP countries;

the need to develop a compreheusive multilateral IUU fishing regulatory and
systenl that brings togetlter all principles developed undcr intemational law

and EU cotttttries to pttt iu place dispute resolution mechanisms conceming
, borclers, as recogniscd by thc Unitcd Nations;

ty-building vis-A-r,is ACP countrics, in particular thc least developcd
Cs), in thc ncgotitrtion ol fislicrics agreclncuts with thc most developecl

8. Takes view that every regional trade agt'eernent shonld inclucle an environment
chapter incorporatcs provisior-rs on living rnarine resoLtrccs;

t) Calls fbr
regional

EU and the ACl'] group to plrrsue an agenda of sustainability and refonn in
sheries ltlaltagelllellt organisations and other relcvant iutcmational fbra, in

particr:lar in relatiott to improving stock nlanagelnent, the conservation of endangered
specres, protection of vnlnerable marine ecosystems, compliauce and transparent
decision-

and soft that is fair, transparent, uuiforln, offective ancl prcdictablc fbr all;

I l. Calls on

10.

lnonl

thcir mari

countries
concemin
potcntial

l3 Calls for
countrics

12. Considers that coastal and island comrnunities ir-r the liU Mernber States and ACP
be frrlly involved at every stage in the develoltrneut o['thc blue economy,

or potcntially impacting theur, this bcing a sinc qua non for realising its
tcrms of innovation, .jobs, prosperity and sustainabie developrncnt;
the diversity ancl particularity of coastal and island comrnunitics and calls

for the ou of cxceptional urcasurcs in orclcl to eflbctrvely promcltc the clcveloprlcnt
of the blue my in thcse communities ancl crearte favourable conclitions for growth;

lltI AP 102.368v01-00
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coLlntrics to crrsure an cquitablc florv cll bcnefits to the partics u,hcu irnplcmcnting thc

acocss agrccnlent:

14. Calls for Union fishing vessels, iu thc crxrtcxt of bilateral fisherics agrccrncnts. to transliip
non-contractr-ral llshcrics prclclucts, tliat is to say incidcntal catchcs cli'species not targctcci
by the fishcries agrcerncnt, ltrr thc ACIP country concenred. in accordzrncc lvith thc

intcnrational rulcs in forcc; strcsscs thc importancc of continuing to combat IUU fisliing
through stroug political commitr.uent anrl concrcte actions,

15. Calls for transparency and innovation in tlic fishcries scctor by provicling stakeholders
with relevant infbruiation such as fish catch clata ancl liccnce agreen-rellts;

16. Calls for capacity-builcling vis-z\-vis ACP couutries in orclcr to itnlrrovc their rnapping
and resource assessnrent capabilities aucl 1br the developrnent of reliable aurcl objcctivc
statistics to infonn policy-rnaking ancl the dcvelopment of econouric strategics;

11 . Calls for thc uutappcd biological llotential of the rnarine envir<lnmcnt to bc harncsscci,
particularly iu thc arca of phamraccutical aucl biotcchnology rcscarch, ancl for the ACP
corurtry in rvhich thcsc rcsourccs arc lound tcl bc the first to benefit from thcm;

18. Strcsscs thc tmportancc ol'invcstmcnt ancl an attractive regulatory framcwork; calls {bla
dedicatecl facility to be uraclc avaiiablc lor financing bluc ecouonly pro.iL'cts;

19. Notes thc ir.r.tpurtance of sustaiuablc manager.ncnt of marine resollrccs and cnhanccd
cooperation betu,een all stakeholdcrs (govcrnments, univcrsitics, think tanks, pri\/ntc
companies, etc.) in ordcl to achievc rnaritimc safcty and security;

20. Cialls on thc EU to fund pro.jects rclating to the bluc ccollolny and on thc ACP countrics
to {bcus intcrnational aid on spccific prioritics, and the spccific nccds of thc local
comrnunitics, rvhilc observing bcst practices to lrlaximise its bciicllt to thc pcoplc
corrcerrred ancl tlre envilonmcnt:

2l . Strcsscs that llnancial aucl tcchuical assistancc arc csscntial for urany SIDS and l-l)Cs to
crcatc and implcmcnt uational and rcgional sttatcgies for the sustainabiiity, prcscrvatiou
and plotcction ol'thcir fisheries industlics;

22. I{ccalls that sustainablc rnanagcurcrlt oI rnaline ecosystcllls is crucial for climatc
nritigation stratcgies; in particular', rccalls that conservation, restoration zrnd sustainablc
lxanagemollt o{' thcsc ccosystelns. includirig relying on indigenous know-how, call
contributc to protectit'tg thc comrrunitics rvho dcpcnd upon thenr. reinfblce thcir
Iivelihoods anrl prevcnt fbrccd migratiorr;

23. Calls on thc ELi to lielp A(]P countrics, particulally the SIDS and I-t)Cls, access thc
Aclaptertiou }rr.rncl ;

24. limphasiscs the ncecl to suppolt small-scalc lishing in ACP countries, in palticulal in thc
SIDSs and L-DCs, rvliich iu somc cascs is thc solc activity ancl soulce o{'income lor a

lalge part olthe coastal popLrlation;

EN

AI'102.36llr,0l-00 []/lt I{I\I I42949Un-.clocx



25

26

27

28

29

30

Calls on the EU and its Mernber States to participate fully in thc aid project financecl by
the International Developrnent Association and thc Green Clirlate Fund and to strclgthcu
their poSitions thercin;

Recalls that rnaritime transport rernains by ftrr thc most colnlnon mocjc of international
freight transpott and that port infiastructure ncecls to be improved, especially in Afiica;
recalls equally that port devcloprncnt ancl rclatecl activities should not have a harnilill
euvirontnental impact on land, nor lead to a deterioration in the maline environurcnt
through polltrtion; ttrges multilateral development banks ancl agencics, accgrclingly, to
develop a strong euvirontneut policy to rnitigate the potential negative irnpacts ui'il,.i1.
projects hnd proglarnmes, iucluding those in thc infi'astructure sector, and to rnainstrearn
ctrvirournental and sustainability saf'eguards throughout the project cyclc; str.csses, i1
particulaf, the need to ellsure that all port developrn-ent projects confbr-m to iutemational
best praptice, iucludiug that of the Intcmational Maritirne C)rganisation and the
Convention on Marine Pollutionl;

Considers that the haunonious development of the bhre cconoury must respcct the dignity
of the professiotls associated with it, creating quality employrnent and erisuring that the
rights of maritime workers, including health aud safety, are respectccl, whiG raising
awarenesb of these rights to ensLrre that the sector remains attractive to workers; colsiders,
moreover' that since the blue economy has traditionally been strongly domiuatecl by men,
effofts should now be made to attract wolnen into this economic ni"ti"; urgcs, furtlier, the
ACP countries and EU Mernber States to prornote gender mainstreaming at every stagc
in developing the blue ecouolny and ensure that women are in fact nlor" fully involved;
urges the.A.CP countries and EU Mernber States to safeguard the rights ol'workers ancl
guarantee safe working conditions in all sectors rvithin the blue econolny, r.vhether alrearty
establislied or newly etnerging;

UnderlineB that the business moclel of intcnsivc aquacr.rlture involves similar risks to thosc
of industrial fanning, including strollg impacts on sunounding ecosysterns together with
the occasioual outbreak o1'disease; calls fbr thc clevelopment of sustainable aquaculture,
through effective fisheries lltauagerneut policies and aquaculture best practices, to
provide au altemative to overfishing and respond to the growing dernand for fbod; calls
on developed couutries and development agencies to provicle technical assistance to
facilitate the certification of producers in developing countries, in particular small
producers;

Highlightslthe prospects for iuvcstmcnt and job crcation resr.rlting fiom the clcvelopncnt
of tourism; calls, therefore, for priority to be given to economic developmcnt which
preserves tburism attractiveness, iu particular by cr:ntrolling urban clevelopment;

Dt'aws attehtiott to tlte unfavourable developmeut ancl clear deterioration of somc of thc
more traditional sectors of the bluc economy (sr.rcli as fisheries ancl shipbuilding anci
repair), especially in areas whcre they playecl a key role, generating bLriincss o"liuity
upstream aud dowustreau, creating jobs ancl stimulating growtli; consiclcrs that auy
strategy rclating to tlie bh-re cconomy should takc account of thcse activities an{ regions,
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focr:siug on potcntial for innovati<;n ancl taking aclvantagc of national and rcgiclnal knorv-
horv (c.g. ship rctrofitting) to rc\/crsc thi.s dcclinc;

31. Stresscs the importancc of adclrcssing the problcur ol'marine pollution by plastic wastc
Ir'orn land and sca, particularly in conncction u,ith thc recor.nrnendations of thc Global
Prcgrarlme of Action for the Protcction of the Marinc Environmcntt;

31. Strcsscs thc ncccl to aclapl coastaI infi'astructr-rrc to tltc cffects of cliurate changc;

33. (lalls lor thc energy trausition to bc lrromotcd by investiug iu clcan ellcrgy, inclr-rcling

rcncr.r,able nrarinc aucl offshorc cncrgy, as a mcarls o1'acltieving cnergy security and

employmcnt and fincling suitablc encrgy solutions for coastal cnclavcs or islancls;

34. Considcrs thc shortagc of qualilicclprol'cssionals in varions fields of study ancl activity-
inch.rcling rcscarchcrs, cuginccrs, techrricians artcl u,orkcrs - to be a major hurdlc that

coulcl prcvcnt thc bluc cconorl.ly lrorn lully realising its potential; points out that this
sirortagc is attributablc, notably, to glowing disintclest and climinishing invcstrncnt by thc

authoritics iu scicncc and cdLrcation, not to nrention thc clowngrading of lrrofessionals in
this fielcl ancl thcreiblc calls for mcasurcs to rc\/crsc these trcncls rvithout clelay; invitcs
thc ACP countties, thc IlLl Menrber States ancl the rcgional authorities to invest in au

aurbitious social diureusion o1'blLrc growth aud rnaritirle expertise in orcler to provide
youllg people r.r,ith bcttcr training in thc rnaritin-rc prol'cssions and access thereto; calls
on the ACP countlies aud thc L.U Mcmber Statcs to slrllporL both higher educalion and

professional training aud rctraining programrncs, aud to cnsure tltat thesc pro-qramures

incorporate blue econorny llerspectives;

35. Wams against the potentially clevastating aucl irrcversible effects of the extractiou of non-
reucwable r.narinc l'esources, calls (br the Worlcl Bank's rcconturcnclations on a cautious
approach to urarine extractiou to bc inrplcnrcnted;

36. Advocates stlong and coordinatecl EU involvcnieut iu the Intcmational Seabed Authority
to ensulc au cffcctivc arrd prccautionary cnvironmental regulatcli'y fi'arneu,olk aiuring to
prcvellt advcrse irnpacts fi'tlur dcep-sea miuing cxploration and cx1;loitation -- inclucling
in arcas of particular cnvircluurental intcrcst - to prcvcnt thcil socictal iurpact as wcll as

that Ii'orn dccp-sca nrining ancl bioprospccting ou local conrmunitics and to guarantee {tlll
clata trauspiircncy,

3'l . Strcsscs the irnportaucc of scie ntific ancl tcchnology trans{-cr fi'om thc IIU to rcscarclr

institr-rtions aud tcchnological SMIIs in ACP countrics;

38. Strcsses thc iurportancc o1'tlainiug fol ncrt, 'bluc jobs'; proposes thc establishmcnt of'
partncrships lrctwccu lilrropczrn ancl ACP eclucational stl'r.lcturcs to irnprovc the

cpralification ancl training o['young pcople; calls for pcoplc to madc aware, fi'om a vcry
early agc, of thc importancc o1' thc bluc cconomy ancl thc nccd to prcserrrc marinc
ecosystcu.ls;
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39. W thc bitious Contmrtruents entercd at thc Our oCCAII confercncc of
iut-l into

ber 2 0 1 I l-l M,alta bv thc European nlon, its Mernbcr S tates, tirc EuropcanU
Ilank and countt'i CS S uch AS Maulitius ancl Ghana, wcll (1.\ by N (iOsAS

T UJ earch ir-rstitutions intcrnationai orgauisations calls 1br lcgular'ancl
of the irnpl eurentati olr ol- thcse conirnituients partrcular ly lr t thc ltcxln 2020;

thc introduction ol' rnaritirlc spzrtitr planni l.1g polic that,
SC 0 1'

CS rccetlls 1?rced wi rh

4t

U
the

pl
the ofl-shore acti vities ancl contpetrtiorr access to lual'ltlllt C areas, propcrfbr

IS il It etJ-e ctive llteans o1' ()nstrf lrlg the lnole coherent, sustainab and Lcliablcof o ffshore activities

lts Co-Presidents forward reso Iu tion t0 the ACP -EU Council of Ministers
to th

I)arli antent, the l:uropcan stol-1, Iluropean l,Colilntls th Cour.rc the Aiii cil nthc Pan-African Parliament, regional national parliarneuts regionalthe and the

Bauk.
relzr ting to ACP countrics, [,.uropcan vestlneltt Buuk and the Worldthe Iu
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