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KEI\IYA NATIONAL PARKS

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR r953l54

The Trustees responsible for this Report are the first to be
appointed under the Royal Kenya National. Parks Act, amended as a
risult of Kenya's achievement of Independence. The appoiltments
were gazetted on June 3rd, t964, so that while the present Trustees
signify responsibility for the Report by the signature of their Chairman,
thtir responsibility for the reported operations in the National Parks
pertains to a portion of the year only. Indeed for technical reasons
ihere was a legal hiatus during which no Board of Trustees existed,
and at its firsi meeting on r5th June, 1964, the present Board of
Trustees found it necessary to approve, by formal resolution, various
aoions which the Director was inevitably compelled to take during
the interim period.

z. From reports of the Director and general considerations, it
quickly became apparent to the Trustees that the inevitable conflict
between land cultivation and the preservation of wild life would become
more acute with the closer settlement that the new National agrarian
policies would involve. Conscious, therefore, that the National Parks
inight one day become the final sanctuary of Kenya's rich and wonderful
fauna, the Trustees have devoted much effort in an attempt to get
established the principle of the sanctity and therefore the territorial
integrity of the National Parks as a point of Government policy.
The approaches have met with an understanding which has given the
Trustees much encouragement.

3. Parallel with the approach to establish a policy, the question
of the legal title to the land vesting in the Trustees has been minutely
examined. At the time of going to print this matter has not been
finally settled, but it would appear that nothing stronger can be devised
than the present Royal National Parks Act-which stipulates that
Park boundaries can be modified only by an Act of the Legislature-
and that the securing of a document of formal title is unlikely to add
anything to this safeguard.

4. The Trustees have also considered in detail the menace that the
commercial trophy poacher can mean to the safety of the Parks.
The Trustees recognise that sporadic poaching for meat by a few
members of the traditional hunting uibes will never be eradicated
nor are they much concerned about this. The commercially inspired
hunting for trophies-ivory, rhino horn, etc. however, is a matter to
which the Trustees applied much thought. It is recognised that
without the most expensive organisation, well beyond the resources
of the National Parks, the Trustees acting alone could never hope to
eliminate or even markedly reduce this menace to the future of the
Parks. The Trustees therefore have pursued a policy of enlisting to
their aid the full forces ofthe State. In particular they have requested
an intensification of police activities directed towards apprehension of
the commercial receivers who are the real activating force behind
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commercial poaching. Furthermore, the appropriate authority has
been approached asking for a severe and deterrent attitude by the
Magistrary towards convicted offenders.

5. On the factual side the yat ry$164 can be regarded as one
of steady, although not spectacular, progress. After relatively good
rains in April there was a period of drought, particularly in the Tsavo
Park where no rain fell after rst May. The fire risk during this period
was very serious and many square miles of grazing were burnt out,
in spite of strenuous efforts by the staff to prevent it.

6. By contrast a great deal of rain fell throughout the year in the
Aberdare National Park and it has been difficult to keep the roads open.
In spite ofthis there was an increase of2,ooo visitors to the Aberdares
over the previous year.

7. As stated in the opening paragraphs of this report, the present
Trustees appointed under the new constitution of Kenya took office
on the 3rd June. At the first meeting of the new Board held on the
r5th June, Dr. M. Hyder was elected Chairman, and subsequently
Mr. V. G. Matthews was elected Chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee by that Committee.

8. Apart from the general policy questions referred to above,
many important matters have been dealt with including a complete
revision of subordinate staff salary scales, future expansion of the Parks
and the elephant problem of the Tsavo Park. A special committee
was appointed to deal with this last mentioned problem and plans are
being worked out to take early action to protect the habitat from
further damage by excessive numbers of elephants.

9. No new areas were established as National Parks during the
year, but there is every expectation that in the near future the legal
requirements will be completed for the whole of Lake Nakuru and
Donyo Sabuk Mountain to be so proclaimed. An unsuccessful attempt
was made to acquire Crescent Island, being one of the finest bird
sanctuaries in the country, and negotiations are still pending relative
to the acquisition of an area on the northern tip of the Aberdares.
There is reason to hope that a large portion ofthe indigenous forest to
the north of the Aberdare National Park will be added to the Park
next year and a plan to this effect has been prepared. A plan for the
creation of a National Park in the Shimba Hills has not reached finality,
but it is hoped that funds may soon be made available for this project
through the personal interest of the Hon. Stewart Udall, Secretary
for the Interior in Washington, D.C.

ro. The previous Board of Trustees, towards the end of 1963,
agreed to accept Marsabit Mountain as a National Park, and suongly
to suppoft a proposal to establish a national park on the North
Eastern shore of Lake Rudolf. It is hoped that both these areas will
be proclaimed as National Parks in the coming year.

rr. The Super Cub aircraft which were acquired during the
year have been of great assistance to the Wardens in the Tsavo Park.
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Four of the staff, including the Director, have obtained their Private
Pilot's Licences 

- 
and plans are in hand for the training of other

members. The aircraft have been used mainly for game counts,

observation of game movements, poaching control and fire control.

12. Our close association with the University College has been

most welcome and of great assistance to us in the scientific field,
especially in the Tsavd Park. We earnestly hope that this liaison
wi[ become stronger in the future, to our mutual benefit.

r3. The construction of the Vildlife Information Centre in the
Nairo6i National Park was commenced during the year and should be

ready early in 1965. We are most grateful to the African Wildlife
Leadershif Foundation and in particular to Judge Russell Train, its
Chairman, for providing the financial requirements for-these Purposes
including ihe sirvices of a trained education officer, Mr. Taylor, who
is on loan for eighteen months.

14. One of the highlights of the year wls the visit to the Nairobi
Natiorial Park and Orphanage of His Imperial Highness the Emperor
of Ethiopia on the moining of lune 9th, 1964. During the Emperor's
visit he was presettted bylhe Hon. Mr. Sagini, Minister of Natural
Resources, with a young lion.

15. The extensions to "Treetops" and Kilaguni Lodge were
complLted during the period. It is now .possible to accommodate

4z visitors at "Treetopst' and 8o at Kilaguni. It is interesting to. note
that for the year endiirg 3oth fune, r96f, nearly ro,ooo people visited
Kilaguni Lodge which is becoming increasingly well known throughout
the world.

16. The following gives in more detail the year's important
happenings in the various individual Parks.

NAIROBI NATIONAL PARK

r7. The Nairobi National Park and Orphanage-have had an excel-

lent year under the wise wardenship of Mr. Stephen Ellis-whosepending
retiriment early in 1965 will cauie a gap most difficult to fill. The
introduction oi seaso.r- tickets for cari has proved very popular
with local residents and over 2o,ooo people have visited the Park by
means of this concession out of a total of r33,ooo. A good deal of work
has been done to improve the roads to an all-weather standard and to
open the forest area'. The acquisitiol of a- heavy grader has made

this work much easier and quiiker. It is the intention to continue
road improvements in the Par[ up to a standard which will subsequently
carry tar-macadam.

r8. New quarters have been constructed for the subordinate
staff, together with kitchens and mod-cons.

19. Maintenance of the perimeter fence has proved a consideralle
task ai although the fence adequately contains antelope, zebra, giraffe,
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etc. the burrowers such as hyaenas and wart hogs create a problem
by digging holes under the fence thereby giving lions an oppbrtunity
to go out ofthe Park.

zo. Game has been plentiful throughout the year, and Iions have
been continually on view. Thirteen buffalo, brought up in the
Orphanage, were released into the Park and are doing well in their
natural habitat. Two leopards and two young lions have also been
released. Several rhinos captured in the Kesserian area, where they
were damaging shambas, have been given sanctuary in the Park.

zr. The Orphanage has been very popular and was visited in its
first year by nearly 95,ooo people. Out ofthis total over 3o,ooo were
children, indicating its considerable educational value. The manage-
ment of the Orphanage is in the hands of Mr. Cade who is experienced
in bringing up wild animals. During the year many animals were
accepted into the Orphanage.

ABERDARE AND MOUNT KENYA NATIONAL PARKS

22. Due to a great deal of rain on the Aberdares and Mount
Kenya, roads in the Mountain Parks have had to be closed for long
periods during the year. Money has, however, been made availablE
by the Munitalp Foundation to improve the road over the Aberdares
up to all-weather standard and work has already started on this project.

,_23. "Treetops" has proved as popular as ever and for the year
ending on 3oth June, 1964, the number ofvisitors exceed 7r4oo. The
expansion. of the accommodation necessitated a new water supply.
This was installed and is working satisfactorily.

24.-T\e ditch to protect the "Treetops" salient has proved very
successful but its maintenance has been eipensive. Forty men werL
fully occupied on it throughout the year.

25. A new service road from Mweiga running up the salient to
join Track 9, near the Rohuruini Gate, was compleied-in February.

26. A start was made during the period on the improvement and
clearring of the Naro Moru track on Mount Kenya.

27. A better site for the Park headquarters has been found at
Mweiga. This is an ideal position from which to control both parks
and negotiations are proceeding for the sale of the present H.e. and
the purchase of the new one.

LAKE NAKURU NATIONAL PARK

28. The Rift Valley Regional Authorities have agreed to the
Northern section of the Lake being added to the existing National
Park. The construction of a track round the western sfiore of the
Lake, and preliminary work on a road to the Hippo pools has been
undertaken. The level of the I-ake has risen sraidily. Money has
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been made available from the Munitalp Foundation for further deve-
lopments, including facilities for bird-watchers, to be undertaken as
soon as the whole lake is included in the National Park boundaries.

TSAVO NATIONAL PARK

29. The Tsavo National Park (East) suffered from severe fires
started by poachers and charcoal burners. Large tracts ofcountry
were burnt out and this has accentuated the effect ofdamage caused by
elephants in the remainder of the Park.

3o. The concentration of elephants in the Park continues to be a
serious problem. In spite of relatively good rains in April the vegeta-
tion shows no sign of recovery. In certain areas the destruction is
alarming and there are virtually no trees left standing.

3r. Rhino counts have been carried out in portions of the Park
by Army Air Corps and Naval helicopters. A strip zo miles wide
astride the Galana river from the Tsavo/Athi iunction to the eastern
boundary was selected. In this area of 2rooo square miles 782 Rhino
were seen. Many of the Rhinos had extensive black patches on their
skin, a sign of malnutrition. This is a direct result of the destruction
of the .vegetation and habitat generally by the excessive elephant
population and indicates the urgency with which this problem will
have to be tackled.

32. During July, zz Grevy Zebra were introduced into the park
from the North East Region where human pressure constitutes a threat
to the continued survival of the species in that area. As a matter of
urgency the specimens were transferred to the Tsavo Park. Although
the herd has split up the Zebra have been seen on many occasions and
appear to be doing well. The capability of this ecological niche to
support this kind of animal on a long-term basis is, however, being
looked into.

33. During the year ending 3oth June, t964, over r2rooo visitors
cntered the Park. This is an increase ofzrooo over the previous year.
The Aruba Safari Lodge has been under the control of-a commercial
cgmpany, gamely, Sea, Sun and Game Safaris Limited. It is hoped
that the Malindi/Aruba road will soon be opened to traffic. Future
development plans include the construction of a large Lodge near Voi.

34. In spite of the long period of drought after good rains earlier
in theyear, the western section ofthe Tsavo Park has not suffered nearly
so badly from fires as the eastern section.

35. Five Rhino, which were captured by the Game Department
and released in the Park during rhe year, have done very wef and are
frequently seen by visitors.

36. The extensions to Kilaguni were completed in February
and the lodge has proved most popular both with local residents and
overseas visitors. A total of 9r5oo people stayed in the Lodge during
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the year ending 3oth June, 1964, and-neady zo,ooo entered-the Park
in tiris periodl -Future plans include- the construction of another
lodee in the Murka area but the possibility of re-opening the Mine
at f,{urka has delayed this projeci. A house at Murka which was

leased to Sea, Sun ina Cam6 Safaris Limited, at the beginning of the
year, had to be closed in June due to lack of custom.

37. The roads in the Park hav-e been generallyimproved and..work

has siarted on the construction of a road across the Chyulu Hills to
Amboseli.

FORT JESUS NATIONAL PARK

a8. Fort Jesus was honoured with a visit by President Tubman
and ihe Minisier of State, the Hon. Mr. Murumbi, on the z3rd May,
and by His Imperial Maiesty the Emperor of Ethiopia, the Prime
Minister and other Ministers on roth June.

39. The Warden has carried on with excavation work during
the y-ear and has made considerable !'rogress' This work has included
the Lxcavation of the final section oi the Passage of the Arches which
was cleared down to a coral surface sloping steeply towards the court
of the Fort.

40.
Swahili

New Guide books have been produced both in English and
and are now on sale in the Fort.

M. HYDER

Chairman.

KENYA NATIONAL PARKS TRUSTEES

4r. Finally, we aftach and submit the audited Balance Sheet and
Accounts for the year ended 3oth June, 1964.

Nairobi,

December, 1964.
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APPEI\DIXNo. r

I\ruMBER OF VISITORS

fuly 196o- July 196r- July 196z- July 1961-
June 196r June 196z June 1963 June r964

Nairobi National Park ..

Tsavo National Park (East)

Tsavo National Park (West)

Marsabit Natiooal Regerye

Mountain National Parks

Gedi National Park

Fort Jesus National Park

l19r32t

7,327

t210,67

I,3o5

r rro5o

8,333

28rfu6

lo3rt4/.

6,7@

r rro55

t,27t

5'426

6,846

22ro9l

t2r1432

ror846

r8,370

468

4'9tB

7'946

24rot5

tt2r87o

t2t759

19,862

86

7'o5o

9,o5o

22rr34

Torer r88,oo9 r56,533 187,995 r83,8rr:-_:-

In addition to the above figurcs:-

7413 persons visitcd "Treetops"
68,459 ,, ,, the Orphanage
20,395 ,, ,, the Nairobi Park on speciel car

passes.
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