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KENYA NATIONAL PARKS

ANNUAL REPORT

JULY 1971 TO JUNE 1972

REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN

PART I

This was a remarkable year of consolidation and achieve-
mcnts. During the period under review the full Board of Trustces
met on schect]ule five times: the first four meetings wcre hcld at
Kenya National Parks Headquartcrs and the fifth at Malindi' A
grcai deal of business that iilcludcd negotiations on- a variety of
l-eases; publications of comprehcnsive and authentic brochures on
Marine-and Lake Nakuru National Parks; the Chairman's tour
and report on Lake Jipe and Macktau areas within Tsavo West
National Park; recruitment; promotion and revicw of st'aff terms
and conditions of service coniistent with the Ndegwa Commission
of inquiry; etc. was transacted.

The 93rd Board Meeting was urgently summoned following
the resolution and recommendations of the Executive Committee
that had met on 6th July, 1971. Amongst major items to be discus-
sed were some of the implications of the new wildlife (conservation
and management) Bill that had earlier been circulated to all the
members of ttre Board. The Trustees and their officers expressed
much interest in the proposed Bill and were pleased to note that at
this early stage Government had deemed it fit to solicit their
reactions, views and advice conccrning this very important
document.

The subject of the Draft Bill was discussed extensively on
various Board and Sub-Contmittec Meetings bearing in mind that
the Board's views were not meanl. to represent an opposition to
Government intentions but to provide an authoritative advice,
having been intimately involved on conservation activities for many
years, on complex conservation policies that could wisely be
pursued in this country. Basically the Trustees feel "genuinely in
sympathy with the concept of bringing about a rationalization and
streamlining of the two principal organs of conservation in the
country, namely Kenya National Parks and the Game Department.

The Trustees have accepted that traditionally the two organs
have worked in somewhat different frames of reference, the Game
Department permitting a regulated amount of public game shoot-
ing while the National Parks have concentrated on a complete
conservation of the total biological, geological and geographical
areas under the jurisdiction of the Trustees. Nevertheless, the
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Trustees felt that this approach is probably outmoded and might
indeed have been a major contributory factor to the severe limita-
tion that the Game Department has been facing in achieving a
realistic conservation impact."

The Trustees have however felt that their experience and
lessons that have been loarned by the organization bver the last
25 years should be carefully considered. There is no doubt that
Kenya National Parks have become the success story of conser-
vation not- 9n!V in the developing world but also thrbughout the
entire world. The degree and mafnitude of success is all-the more
impressive during the post independence period and the Trustees
have been mindful that this has come about fundamentallv
because of the wise leadership generated by H.E. Mzee Jomir
Kenyatta, the President and Father of the Nafion. Indeed the very
continuing of the "system of having a Board of Trustees oi
Kenya National Parks, easy as it might have been to disband it
as a colonial anachronism has been an act of vision and foresight.
It is the. humble opinion of the Trustees that the last 9 years- of
Independence have thoroughly vindicated this policy".

It is the Trustees express hope that before the new Bill
becomes law the Board's views will have been sought and
incorporatcd in the new document intended to fully ralionalize
and intcgrate the present wildlife services.

During the year under review the Board has discussed a
wide variety of topics on matters of policy and we shall only
single out of a few, and in particular the deliberations that followed
a brief speech that I made at Malindi during the Full Board
Megling held at Eden Roc Hotel on 25th of May, 1972, during
which the Board critically asked itself "What ii was basically
there for?" Albeit outwardly the members appreciated that they
had been appointed in trust to look after one of the most importanl
heritages and legacies of their country. [t was generally f6lt that
there was some need to document and codify the various aspects
of the_fundamental philosophy, that we as a Board have opeiated
o-ver the yoars. There was clear need to expound the foilowing
three fundamental policies and the corollaries arising from them
as indeed the operation dynamics of the Parks pivots on these
three:

(a) A conservation policy for the country as a whole and for
each National Park was required;

(b) 4 research policy for the entire National Park system and
for each National Park was needed and such research shall
be broad enough to cover the following fields:-
(i) Scientific disciplines that will include such facets as biolo-

gical, geographical, geological, climatical dimensions, etc.;
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(ii) Economic postulates to find the best way to ensurc that
the economic impact that the Parks have both to the
Parks organization and the pcople in the adjoining areas
be realized with the minimum of trauma and the maxi-
mum of efficiency:

(iii) Sociological: to understand morc fuliy and improve thc
relationship with thc people living adjaccnt to tltc
Parks.

(c) An education policy for the National Parks as a wholc and
for each individual Park in order to rvin the "battle of the
mind".

With thcse objectivcs in mind the Trustces set out to employ
impartial and highly qualified experts to clearly dcfine and codify
these areas of policy. Fortunately as ,e rcsult of the two trips I
madc abroad in North America I succcssfully ncgotiated with
Rockerfeller Brothers Fund in New York, African Leadership
Foundation in Washington and the U.S. Park Service in Washing-
ton D.C. for the funding and release of Mr. John Mclaughlin, an
expcrienced Superintendent in U.S. Park Servicc to work on and
produce a master plan and policy that will providc the board
guidelines outlined above. Mr. John Mcloughlin is due to arrive
in November, 1972, to work on and produce this document. This
has been made possible by a tax-free grant to covcr all his expenses
of over f26,000 out of which Rockerfeller Brothers Fund contri-
buted f18,800 and the African kadership Foundation t6,200
The other two aspects of policy in relation to research and
Education will be covered by Dr. J. B. Sale and Dan Dougherty of
University of Nairobi and Peace Corps Units respectively at very
little cost to the Trustecs. We hope to receivc these comprehen-
sive reports by or before June, 1973.

One other important development that took place was the
ratification of the Kenya National Parks and University of Nairobi
functional Association as contained in the memorandum of under-
st,anding signed between the two bod'es. As a result of this under-
standing, and following the recommendations of the Tsavo
Research co-ordinating committee. The University of Nairobi re-
quested permission to lease two acres of land inside Tsavo East
National Park in order to build accommodation for the University
students since the Parks had no free houses. Construction of such
houses were to be outside the Park Gate but within the Park
boundary and at the expiry of the 5 years lease if not renewed,
the houses would become National Parks property.

In general, there were many activities throughout the year and
I must genuinely thank all the members of the Board of Trustees
for their great contribution and the co-operation that they have
given me during the period under review. At this point I would
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also like to formally record the Trustees vote of thanks to Mr.
George M. Matheka until recently Permanent Secretary of
Tourism and Wildlife and simultaneously welcome Mr. J. A.
Koitie who took over from Mr. Matheka on 24th April, 1971.

On behalf of all Trustees I must formally record our thanks
to the Minister for Tourism and Wildlife, Hon. J. L. M. Shako,
M.P., for the continued trust and confidence he has bestowed
upon us; our appreciation go also to the members of the public
for their patronage and good conduct whilst within the National
Parks; the Governmcnt for the budgetry support; ,and a variety
of donors without whose help somc of our projects could not
have been undertaken.

I must also thank all the officers and every employee
for the splendid and excellent job that they performed. As a-result
of their high all-round performance, conservation activities con-
tinued to thrive within the National Parks attracting more and
more external and internal visitors.

PART II
By the 30th of June, 1972, we had l0 National Parks and

three National Reserves covering an area of approximately 10,0C0
sq. milcs (about 4/t, of thc country's land acreage) spread all
over the country and reprcsenting various types bf vegetation,
clima_te, fauna and geographical features. It is significant to note
th'at five of these National Parks and two of the National Rcserves
have been established after indepeltdence; yiz. Lake Nakuru
National Park 1967: Meru National Park 1965; Ol Donyo Sabuk
National Park 1967; Marine National Park 1968; Mt. Elgon
National Park 1968; Shimba Hills National Reserve 1968; Ind
Marinc National Rescrve 1968, as well as significant extension that
was undertaken for the Aberdare and Mt. Kenya parks in 1968.

Thc Officers of thc Board in consistency with their established
performances maintained high standards of service in a manner
that ccntinually earncd both the organization and the country
high esteem looally and abroad. Although there were no real
dramatics other than the excessive drought in Tsavo that
claimed over 3,003 lives of young and older elephants, a great deal
of events that includcd initiation ,and complction of a variety of
capital developlnents: catering for V.l.P. visitors and general Park
users; staff training on opcrational methods; intensification of law
cnforcement activities; and a host of other activities that will be
cxplained in grcater detail orr the forthcoming pages were under-
taken and successfully completed within the year.

.- Without bcing daunted by considerable uncertainty that pre-
vailed throughout the yoar in view of the impending witOlite
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rcorganization, the pulse of the Kenya National Parks in the
salient fields of Development, Rc:;earch, Visitation, Education,
Land acquisition, and StalI position is clcarly reflected in thc
following paragraphs.

DEVELOPMENT:

During thc period undcr revierv, the Organization undertook a
varicty of dcvclopmcnt proiccts and in this conncction we are
gratcful to the Ministry of Tourism and Wildlifc through which
r,vc reccived through thc Trcasury a grant in aid totalling tI66,100
plus an addition Ministry of Works grant of f80,000 for road
developmcnt. Thc total amount spent on e variety of projects
including Tourists Roads was f363,761.8.90 out of which
f12,006.12.25 was spent on both Junior and Senior Staff Houses.
The other main itims of expenditure included improvement of
Airstrips, Surveying and Demarcation of the Southern Boundary
of Tsavo West National Park.

In the ycar 197Ol7l over f59,8J0 was expended on staff
houses, out of rvhich f32,500 was spcnt on Junior Staff houses.
During current financial ycar over L15,242 was spent on
junior staff houses as compared to f26,763 that was spent
on senior stafl houses. Although thcse two items constituted the
bulk of our dcvelopment expenditure, officc buildings werc com-
pleted at Marine, Elgon Tsavo E,est and Shimba Hills National
ilarks and Reserve a[ the cost of t3,134. Some tourist facilities
including trout fishing camps in the Aberdare Park were con-
structcd at over fl,+OO and new entrance gates offices for
Mt. Elgon National Park were constructed at the cost of
L892. - New ablution facilities were installed at Tsavo
East National Park ,and additional camping facilities were pro-
vided for at Tsavo West National Park. Additional pens for the
animals at the Animal Orph'anage in Nairobi Park were con-
structed at the cost of over f3,341 aud new water supplies
were installed at Shimba Hills National Reserve. Other projects
that werc undertaken during the year under review included camp-
ing equipment for Nairobi Education Centre, Bantam Radio sets
for Tsavo East National Park, new equipment for mountain rescue
and the purchase of a new aircraft in part-exchange for the former
aircraft at Tsavo West Park - survey/demarcation of southern
boundary of Tsavo West National Park, improvement of airstrips
and construction of elephant enclosures.

Over and above these projects, by 3lst December, 1972, we
anticipated to spend ovcr f153,450 on additional development
projects comprising of Park Headquarters office extension, junior
staff houses and senior staff houses, purchase of land around Lake
Nakuru National Park - in fact on this project alone Parks will
spend over f216,000 although additional money totalling about
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f155,000 will be forthcoming from foreign donations; and in
particular the WWF will contribute linancing for the purchase of
Ring land around Lake Nakuru National Park.

_ Another development item was thc improvement and com-
pletion of Tourist Road Phase II and up to-30th June, 1972, this
Organization had spent Shs. 529,277.65 out of which
Shs. 293,505/90 was spent on Tsavo East National Park, and
Shs. 197,317105 was spent on Aberdare National Park. In Tsavo
National Park (East) the new road following Ashaka Water Course
was completed. "Ashaka" means "still pools" in the Waliangulu
tongue an{is well named, for the road faces deep pools and is
shaded by Tamarin trees and acacia elatior. These fo6ls feed from
springs- that have appeared within the last fiveyears. The
internal ro,ads in Tsavo East were undertaken at gr-eat cost but
we are Imppy to report that within the first quarter of the year
concrete drifts were installed across the many Iussas which now
into the main Ashaka Water Course thus mai<ingiihe road an'all
weather tourist circuit. Two Graders were employed throughout
the first quarter of the year to re-shape the roads ln the nor'ihern
area of the Park which had deteriorated badly over the l,ast three
years.

Another road attended to in Tsavo National Park (East) was
the BuffaloflVallo/Hatulo/Bisani road where additional culverts
were installed and concrete drifts built across some of the water
courses flowing into Mbororo. Five inches of rain over a period
of two days in May caused havoc on roads around the Park
Headquarters particularly undertaken on the Lugard Falls/Sala
road which in fact was a very difficult road to build beoause it
follows the Galana river closely for its entirety and the country
is very rocky with innumerable drainage channels and deep water
courses crossing at right angles. Large diameter re-enforced cul-
verts were used in every deep crossings three or more banks of
culverts. Concrete drifts built over the deep were placed in some
of the large "Karongos". Certain low lying sections of the road had
to be raised three feet or morc which nccessitated moving
l,arge quantities of soil. In some places the road passes over a
series of limestone ranges where the surface consists of loose
pebbles after grading. These stretches had to be covered with at
least six inches of red soil in order to bind the pebbles together
and so prevent thcm being scattered by the passage of cars.

The road from Voi Township to the Voi Safari L-odge carried
a large volume of traffic as a result of which we had to embark
upon a Iggular and constant maintenance programme to keep it in
reasonable condition. This is not always easy in a dry ieason
when any surfacing material used soon blows away in the form of
dust, ,and in the future, subject to further availability of funds, we
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might think in terms of tarmacing that scction of the Park with an
18 ft. carriage way. [n the period between July, August and
Scptcmber 197 l, because of exccssivc drought it was impossiblc
to complete any road maintenance work on the m,ain tourist roads
in the southern area of the Park. The Warden reports that grading
under dry conditions where the volume of traffic was heavy merely
resulted in the formation of corrugation and aggravated the already
dusty conditions. All the minor Tourists roads wcre re-shaped and
although the road surfaccs were loose at that time, further soil
grading was undertaken and the situation improved in Janu,ary,
February and March, 1972, when considerablc amounts of rain
fell on that part of the Park.

In Tsavo National Park (West) road work completed included
the road to Murka via Longolongo which was widencd and rc-
shapcd making a quicker and shortcr access to Murka. Culverts
v/cre put on thc circuit around Rhodesia Hill and the road to
Poachers [-ook out was murramed and a small section near the
Springs between Poachers look out and Kitani was re-aligned.
During the e,arly part of the year little progress was done on road
making and maintenance because of the drought, although work
commenced again in the middle of November. By the end of
March, 1972, a new road alignment had been completed between
Loshoto and several culverts have been built on the same road
near Kitani. This was part of the road programme to make a main
road from Mbyuni Gate into the Park all wcather. Mr. Wassong
from the Consulting Engineering firm involved with Phase II of
road development visited Tsavo West National Park in the middle
of February and spent his time examining the proposals th,at the
Warden had put up. The Ngulia Safari Camp circuit was finally
completed before the end of March and this w,as facilitated by
rccent rainfall. Although there had been general retardation on the
grading. Work on the major Tourists Road together into some of
the other localities that were worked on included Mtito Andei/
Mzima Springs and from Number 4 Sign Post to Ngulia Lodge,
Kitani Lodge via Rhino Valley and Chaimu and from sign number
15 to Kitani via sign number 7.

A short cut was bulldozed ,and shaped up to link the Ngulia
Valley circuit and the Ngulia Safari Camp. A new alignment from
Loshoto Hill to Kangechwa down to the Tsavo River was com-
p]gted while culvert work continued around Kamboyo, Ndawe and
Kitani and along the new alignment to Mbyuni Gaie. At the same
time gr,avelling and profiling of the second runway of the Kitani air
field was completed in mid-May but the strip was closed to all
traffic until rain enables proper rolling and consolidation of
markers.

In Meru National Park the main road through the Park from
Murera Gate to Ura Gate was re-graded. The section between the
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Rujerweru course way and Mugungu suffered extensive damage
during rains in April, 1971, and a number of places had to be
built up and additional drains were put in. All the circuits and
loop roads were re-graded after the rains in June, 1971, and a
further 45 kilometers of new circuits was constructed. However,
owing to the volcanic nature of the soil in the northern part of
the Park, some of the circuit roads have become deeply cut up and
this is partly due because some of these circuits are in the rest game
viewing areas and are used by an ever increasing amount of
traffic, although in l97l oalendar year only 816 vehicles were
recorded as_having visited Meru National Park. Indeed an insigni-
ficant number when compared to 46,665 vehicles that were
recorded as having entered Nairobi National Park in the same
year or the over 25,600 vehicles that visited both Tsavo East and
Tsavo West National Parks in the same year.

However, the volcanic soil in Meru National Park does not
stand up to heavy traffic and dust often becomes a major problem
on some of the commonly used circuit roads. In the first qu,arter
of the financial year considerable amount of work was done on
the airfields and particularly on the one of Park Headquarters
which had become very dusty and work on runway 19/-01 was
completed to Ministry of Works specifications. The main runway
had over 1000 yards gravel. The link Taxi-way and parking arei
had also been gravelled. In January a Ministry of Wolks Engineer
laid a 1200 yd. runway at the new Mulika Lodge out of which
600yards have now becn tarmacked. We have now closed the old
l-eopard Rock - airstrip because the new Mulika Lodge runway
is only 5 k.m. from l-eopard Rock Bandas.

In March, 1972, work on gravelling the link road from
Mugwongo Hill to Leopard Rock was completed making that road
an all weather road. By the end of the year a total of approxi-
mately 140 k.m. of ncw circuits, were cut by bulldozer-and a
further 60 k.m. of existing track were gravelled 

- and I I concrete
courseways constructed over river crossings although the two main
access roads into the Park remaincd in very bad condition and in
particular the southern access road to the Ura Gate. It is in
fact the element of incredibly poor access roads in areas outside
the National Park that have really debarred many visitors from
coming into Meru National Park - a fact verified by the very
poor numbers of visitors recorded at our Gates.

At Marsabit National Reserve the roads were senerallv in
good condition within the Reserve itself although the-main Ijiolo
Marsabit Township road was full of bumps-and corrusations
9-9lpi!" rgcenj re-alignment by National Youth Service road-gangs.
Within the Reserve ,a number of culverts were installed o"n tie
road along the shoreline on the western part of Lake paradise and
a new road was planned on the Eastern Shoreline for completion
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soon as the status of the Reserve is conclusively determined by
next year. Additional signboards were made and installed through-
out the main junctions of the Rescrvc and we anticipate that as
intensive expansion of the road system and an improvement of the
existing network will be enrbarked upon.

In the Aberdare National Park work carried out during the
year included:

Ditch maintenance that continued throughout with constant
repairs along over 40,000 yards of ditch. The ditch is unbelievably
effective and constitutes the symbol of peaceful co-existence and
harmony between agriculture and game conservation. Work has
started on the planting of a species of South American prickly
pear along the outside of the ditch. It is hoped that this will form
an effective impassable live barrier in due course, thereby relieving
costly maintenance efforts on the fence and ditch. There is no
chance of this species growing rampant and spreadying uncontrol-
lably. We have carcfully observed the way it grows in many
parts of the Rift Valley and are quite satisfied with its control
and ultimate effect against marauding animals. Work has started
on the construction of a large cedar post barbed wire barrier
running several hundred feet across the Amboni river gorge. Due
to the stcep sides it was impossible to ditch, with the result that
the gap had become a regular crossing zone for game.

Several thousands of tons of top soil have again been dumped
at both the Treetops and Ark waterholes. This work has to be
carried out twice a year in an effort to replace the soil taken away
by game. The restoration is already look;ng very successful, and
obviously regular dumping and shaping of soil, and planting of
grass and trees will, in time, be noticeable and become less of a
t'ask in the future than it is now.

Roadside bush clearing programmes and road maintenance
has been carried out regularly on all roads. All the plant and
machinery has been busy. Numerous culverts have been laid and
work started on the construction of the new-look signposts.

Road murraming programmes continued on the moorlands
when conditions were dry enough; and, when very wet conditions
prevail, all plan was moved to the lower reaches of the Park
where re-murraming is constantly required to be done on local
roads to Treetops and the Ark.

RECURRENT FINANCE:

During the year under review there was considerable improve-
ment in the recurrent finances of the Parks and the year ended
30th June, 1972, indicated a small surplus of revenue over expen-
diture. During the year, annual recurrent grants voted to the Parks
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by the Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife were increased from
f60,000 to f72,000 and the revenue relating to entry fees and
vehicles fees showed a reasonable increase over the previous year.
Revenue from rental of various lodges remaind steady but there
was significant rise in the revenue from the sale of trophies.

Overall revenue in l97ll72 exceed the previous year's recepits
by about 21.97t, increase on entry fees on persons for the same
period was 19.2/" and that on vehicles was up by 17.73/" over
previous yoar. Revenue for the sale of trophies nearly doubled in
197 | 172.

On the expenditure side during the year 1971172, there was
an overall increase in expenditure of 14.07/t over the previous
year's expenditure. This can be attributed mainly to the increase
in personal emoluments resulting from the Ndegiva Commission's
recommendations which were accepted by the Parks in modified
form. Incroase in personal emoluments 

'over 
previous year was

approximately 30"/". Increase in duty and tariffs contributed to
corresponding increase in the replacement cost of vehicles and
equipment and in the running and m,aintenance costs. Maintenance
of camps and buildings roads, airfields and lodges within the
Parks showed an increase of 16.21/o over previous -year's 

expendi-
ture, and there was also a signifioant inciease in tire expeniiture
on publications and publicity which rose by 2OO/".

In general, finances of the Parks showed ,a satisfactory trend
and it will be constant efforts of the Parks Administration to
ensure that revenue derived from the Government and public
revenue are put to the best use and the maximum interest of the
Parks. The details on the gener,al income and expenditure account
for the year 1971172 are reflected at the appendix on Balance
Sheet.

VISITORS TO THE NATIONAL PARKS:

The cconomic value of National Parks is found mainly in the
willingness of foreign and local visitors to pay a substantial sum
of money t9 se9, photograph, relax or enjoy and study the plants
and animals within our National Parks and National Reserves.
Over the ye,ars, there has bcen a rapid increase in the total number
of visitors recorded as having visited the various National parks.
Tourism is certainly becoming a major industry in the Republic of
Kenya and it will have to play a vital role for the over,all economic
growth of this country. This is reflected by the cumulative growth
in the total number of paying in visitors into the Nationaiparks
over the- Iast s€veral years. At the time of independence (1963164),
the tot,al number of paying in visitors into all bur National Farks
was recorded as l83,8ll out of which 112,870 visited Nairobi
National Park. This was ,an average of about 9000 visitors per
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month in Nairobi Park alone. Notice that N'airobi Park cven in
1963, was responsible for nearly 60/t of the total number of
persons visiting thc entire organization. The increase is dramatic
in that in the year l970l7l the total number of visitors to all
National Parks' (excluding Fort Jesus, Gedi, Olorgesailie) and
Rcserves had risen to 363,594 out of which 143,974 visited Nairobi
National Park, an ,average of nearly 12,00 visitors per month which
represents an upserge ot30/" in the 1963i64 monthly average in a
space of seven years.

Our statistical rccords indicate that in the year l97ll72 the
number of non-resident visitors paying to enter through our
National Parks had risen to 193,066 rcpresenting 45.1(/(, of thc
gross totals (423,747). On the other hand, there was a slight drop
percentage wise on the number of paying adult residents who
4O.0% of the gross totals of the l970l7l visitors.

This is because of the popularity of Kenya as a growing
Tourist Centre and because of the intensive Tourist Promotional
Campaign that has been carried in U.S.A., Britain, Continental
Europe and Japan and particularly Cermany which in fact are the
main sources of the large number of Tourists visiting Kenya.

It is our estim,ation that with the added intensification of
Tourist Sales Promotion supplemented by the recent brochures
that arc being published by the Trustees of enya National Parks
that the number of foreign visitors will rise significairtly in the
forthcoming years.

On the other hand, the great increase in the number of visitors
into our National Parks reflects the growing awareness and impor-
tance that both the local and foreign visitors attach to our National
Parks and to a very great extent the Government and the Trustees'
efforts in sustaining and improving facilities within the game
sanctuaries with a view to enhancing the tourist industry in this
country. This enthusiasm is not unfound. The table below indi-
cates foreign exchange earnings in tourism industries since 1960.

1967 - f14.7 millions
1968 - f.17.3
1969 - tt6.7
1970 - f 18.5
197r - L24.1

I 960
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

f 3.9 millions
t 7.3
f 9.0
L 9.4
f 10.8
t14.3

These figures are not entirely comparable because data pro-
cessing methods applied at the earlier stages of economic planning
(upto 1966 calendar year) differ from succeeding years where data
formulation has been more standardized and refined. The Govern-
ment is actively committed to sustain and expand the growth of
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the tourist industry albeit the need to critically examine the main
tributaries bringing in the charted revenue and formul,ation of the
best and most equitable programmes to spread net reyenue to as
many people as possible can never be over-emphasised. So far
critical questions like where and how does foreign exchange enter
the Kenya market? Who are the principal beneficient? How is the
money distributed internally? What programmes should Govern-
ment adopt sector-wise to approach equity equilibrum? and such
other related problems will no doubt remain uppermost in our
minds and it is our hope th,at the new pool of skills provided by
re-organized wildlife services will provide some answers to these
guenes.

On the Foreign Exchange earning schedule above, 1971, looks
like a boom year and conservative predictions indicate that by
December, 1974, the Tourism Industry will get just about f37
million Foreign Exchange. Economists estimate that subject to
all things being normal internally and externally a long-range
forecast is that we shall have about 1,000,000 (one million) lourists
visiting Kenya by 1980. The county has consistently endeavoured
to plan for expansion of the Tourist industry in that since 1967,
the number of available tourist beds rose up from 7,000 to 13,900
by September, 1972.

_ A local newspaper in an attempt to an,alyse why visitors come
to -Kenya gave _a preview of "Nairobi Airport Tourist Survey"
published by the Ministry of Finance and Planning recentiy;
in which out of a sample of 806 holiday visitors to Kenya, 8Z/o
confirmed that they would recommend Kenya to their fiiends at
home 

_ 
as a_ unique holiday spot and only 2/o had a negative

attitude with 16/" stating they had not made up their mind. -

"The high percentagc of visitors who said they would recom-
mend Kenya to their friends is a clear indioation of the favourable
overall impression gained by visitors to Kenya". the report
indicated:

53% of the total positive responses indicated "beautiful
scenery" as an incentive for rccommending Kenya to fricnds,
wildlife scored 34/" while friendly people scorcd 28l" and good
climate l8ol . Hotel service received a rather low response 4/" and
good food was also low on the list as an incentive for gratuitous
promotion of Kenya abroad.

_ The report examines how visitors spent their time and money
in Kenya, analyses replies to questions concerning Kenya's position
vis-a-vis competitor countries, ,and ends with a section on holiday
visitors attitude to their stay.

Responses to other qucstions suggest that the decision to
travel to Kenya was mostly influenced by friends (East African

l3



friends, 22%: other friends 17i0. Thus "word of mouth"
appears to be the most effective promotion medium. For instance,
North American and West German visitors gave personal contacts

a fairly strong response (37"/" and 3l o/o respectively).

The obvious conclusion is that the more we send pcople away

well satisfied with their holiday, the more productive is the "snow-
ball effect" by word-of-mouth recommend,ations.

Among other "media" travel writers ,and travel agcnts appear
to have a fairly strong influence on a holiday-maker decision to
travel to Kenya. Thirteen percent of North Americans; ll/o of
West Germans and 12/o of "other Europeans" said they werc
persu,aded to make the trip by agents and journalists.

Our visitors ticked off the things they enjoyed most in Kenya
73% liked game watching, 7O% enjoyed the food, 66%
thought just travelling around the country was the most rewarding
activity, and 59o/o likcd shopping.

Fishing and other water-sport activities are also areas with a
clear potential for expansion (10/o of all respondents indicatcd
they had enjoyed fishing).

Respondents were asked what othcr countries in Africa they
pl,anned to visit on their trip, and the majority (647r,) had plans
for East Africa only so the survey concluded.

Although the total number of paying in visitors recorded as
having paid to enter our various Parks/Reserves in 1971172 was
305,656 people in 73,281 vehicles, the position is a little more
different when we combine the total number of visitors both paying
and non-paying guests who went through our Gates as at 30th
June,7972 and this is reflected as 487,755 and the gross number
of vehicles passing through all our National Park system was
96,657. It is significant to note that Nairobi Nation,al Park topped
the rest with 193,325 visitors at a monthly average of 16,110
visitors as compared to l970l7l monthly average of 12,000 visitors.
The number of vehicles recorded in Nairobi National Park was
43,271 again with a monthly average of 3,606 vehicles which
further calculation again indicates that at loast 130 vehicles per
day passed through our 5 gates of Nairobi National Park at the
rate of over l0 vehicles per hour.

This imposes a considerable strain on a limited ecological
area of 44 square miles (l 13 sq. kilometers) although there are
no serious physical symptoms that the Park is over used and it
might be necessary for us to undertake intensive Research in the
forthcoming years regarding the smooth flow of traffic within the
Park at a manner that would be comfortable and convenient to
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the drivers and the passengers whilst at the same time ensurrng
that there is no serious destruction of the hagtut of the Park.

The rising degree of visitation into the Park provides a
stronger argument to widen the ecological zone of Nairobi
National Park, to cover Kitengera area so that the incoming
visitors,could be spread oyer a wider area than the present ll3
square kilometres. It is also true to state that the Kitengera area is
extremely rich in plains game albeit recently there has been wanton
destruction of the flora and fauna by the unpreccdented influx of
settlers and poachers in this area. We estimate that an
additional area of at lepst 100 square miles of land will be required
if the situation on both the flow of the visitors and the conierva-
tion of ,animals is to be perpetuated in Nairobi National Park.

The following charts reflect the gross number of visitors
pllng and non-paying into the National Parks upto 30th June,
t972.

Table I shows the consolidated figure of 487,755 people in
96,597 vehicles excluding Park staff and Table 2 actu;l faying
guests as 423,747. Mathematically, over 64,000 visirors musl have
gone through our National Parks without paying. Assuming that
our records are accurately kept, the situation is alarming and
need serious review.
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TABLE II

NUMBER OF PAYING VISITORS INTO KENYA NATIONAL
PARKS FROM JULY l97l to JUNE 1972 - ONE YEAR

Name of the Park

r{airobi National
Park
Tsavo E. N. Park
Tsavo W. N. Park
Aberdare N. Park
Mount Kenya N.
Park
Lake Nakuru N.
Park
Shimba Hills N.
Reserve
Menr N. Park
Marine N. Park

Ailult
Resid-
ents

5 8,1 33

17,541
29,988
9,022
1,375

23,756 18,082

2,399 7,966

8,143 56,502

99 5,174

2,O9r 4,28f
20 29,074

Adult Traoel- School Totd Total
Non- ler fi Child- No. of No. of
Resid- Child- ren Visitors oehicles
onls rert

58,039 19,f26 77,653 l53,l5l 36,120

29,484
40,473
29,938

634

4,215
8,871
1,412

827

295
1,f27

5l
ll0

5 1,5 35

80,659
40,423
2,946

ll,72l
17 ,715

I,O73
514

7,654
lo,727

322
14,128

6,521

712

216
4,199

12,316

1,509

549

TOTALS 154,593 193,066 46,299 29,789 423,747 81,517

Adults

94,451

Chi\d- TOTAL
ren

74,625 169,O76
44,627
21,679

Orphanage
Education
Trectops
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Although it is not an immediate problem judging by the
rccenl trend of the inflow of visitors into various of our National
Parks very soon we may have to undertake intensive rescarch to
determine the Park visitors capacity. Will our areas and parti-
cularly Nairobi and Nakuru National Parks be able to carry morc
visitors, say l0 times the figures of the present visitors'? What will
happen by 1980 when we get I million visitors? We do know of
other parks in other parts of the World which have oarried between
7 to l0 million visitors per annum but it is doubtful if our own
Parks and particularly the small areas of less than 100 sq. miles
will ever be capable of carrying such popul,ation although condi-
tions prevalent in this country and particularly the population
dynamics and mobility are certainly much more different from
say U.S. whose population is presently 18 times larger th,an this
country. As we approach the "visitor capacity" per unit Park we
should progressively device ways and means of containing the
situation such as introduction of tourists buses as it is the practice
in Grand Canyon and Yosemite Parks, U.S.A. This, however, is
not an immediate problem and we may have to await for another
20 years before we introduce the bus system.

While on this note we would like to report that the year was
generally peaceful as we had no serious reported accidents and
we are pleased to report that most visitors behaved well when
within the Park and followed the various Park rules and regula-
tions. This element of people's strict observance of the law greatly
helped to smoothen the administration of the Parks. There
was no major disturbance of game or engagement in other illegal
activities, although some isolated cases of poaching were reported
in Mt. Elgon, Meru and the outskirts of Tsavo and Nairobi
National Parks.

RESEARCH ACTIYITIES:

National Parks personnel was engaged in the following
research programmes:

(a) The Tsavo Research Project, where studies begun earlier were
continued and, in addition, research on elephant biology was
renewed;

(b) The Environmental Pollution Research Progr,amme concerned
in the Lake Nakuru National Park, initiated in January,1972.

A summary of these research activities follows:

(a) Tsavo Research Proiect
(l) Habitat Studies: (Dr. E. Glover, Chief Biologist)

This work consisted largely of a continuation of studies begun
earlier, involving measurements and records of climatic conditions,
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soils involving and vegetation analysis. Rainfall data collected in
several localities in both Tsavo East and West indicated that as
in earlier years rainfall was very unevenly distributed, both in
time and in space. The resultant patchwork of green and dry
vegetation is of major importance to distribution and movements
of ,animals, particularly elephants (see below). In most places
total rainfall was below average, but sufficient to avert further
elephant mortality.

Vegetation exclosures in both Tsavo East and West were
completed and the vegetation in them, as well as in adjacent
control areas, was recorded in detail. These exclosures, ,as well as
some transects laid out several years ago, were photographed from
the air by a team from the Serengeti Research Institute, which is
better equipped for such work than the Tsavo Research Project.
Later in the year, Mr. Christopher Cheseny of the Tsavo Research
Project were to go to the Serengeti Research Institute to be trained
in the analysis and interpretation of vegetation patterns from aerial
photographs. This training will enable them to carry out such
work independently in the future. The assistance provided by the
Serengeti Research Institute is gratefully acknowledged.

Analysis of vegetation transects fire control and pests in Tsavo
West was undertaken, mainly by Mr. F. Wainaina, who also col-
lected soil samples in some areas.

Material from a number of trees was collected in the park
and sent to Manchester University for chemical analysis which, it
is hoped, might throw some light on the question of why somc
trees are eaten by elephants and other not.

(2) Elephant Studies: (Dr. W. Leuthold, Research Zoologist)

In the wake of the extraordinary mortality of elephants in
T-savo East during the 1970171 drought and the conseque.rt revival
of this "elephant controversy", Dr. Leuthold was asked to discon-
tinue his earlier studies on browsing herbivores and to initiatc
research on distribution, movemenis and social structure of
elephants..Emphasis was l,aid on ways and means to re-investigate
4_" l,ypott "sis, 

developed earlier by Dr. t_aws, that the Tivo
Elephant population was permanenily subdivided into about ten
discreet unit populations. The main lines pursued were:

Group size counts, both from the air and on the ground, to
determine mean group sizes in different parts of the park,
and possible seasonal variations;

Monitoring of movements by known individuals, idcntified
either visually with the aid of photographs or by means of
radio transmitters attached to a few animals.
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The group size counts, combined with a preliminary analysis
of group sizes recorded during earlier elephant counts, showed
that groups tended to be larger in the wet season and smaller in
the dry season, but very few consistent differences between arcas
were found.

By the end of the year two bulls and two cow elephants had
been oaptured in Tsavo West, by means of the immobilizing drug
M99, and fitted with radio transmitters attached to collars. One
cow lost the collar after one month, but the transmittcr was
recovered and later attached to another cow. So far, thc at.rimals
have occupied fairly home rauges extending ovcr 30 Km., at thc
most, in one direction. The only cxception is one bull who, on
30th May, was found 20 I(rn. to the south of his former range.
On 2nd Junc, howcver, hc was back within that r,enge but, unfor-
tunatcly, lost his transmitter soon afterwards. The total air
distancc betweerr extreme locations of this bull was 45 Km. Some
technical problems (damage to or malfunction of transmitters)
caused scrious gaps in the tracking which had to be done approx.
twice a week.

In Tsavo East, one bull and two cows were fitted with radio-
collars betwecn l4th and l6th June, 1972. Within a few days, one
cow moved some 50 km. to the northwest, and the bull nearly
60 km. Thus, the initial results of the radio-tracking exercise look
very interesting and rather unexpected.

During ground observations on visually identified animals
several movements over 25-30 km. were recorded. The frequency
of resightings of known individuals is, howevcr, low. On the other
h,and, this method permits exaci determination of group size and
composition on each occasion, rvhich often cannot be donc from
the air during radio-tracking.

In view of the large-scale morality of elephants, which sparkcd
off world-wide publicity and discussion, an elephant count was
scheduled to be carried out during the year, but for various
reasons, had to be postponed until Scptember, 1972.
(3) Ungulate Studies: (Dr. Lcuthold, Research Zoologist, and

Mrs. B. Leuthold)

As Dr. Leuthold's first contract expired in October, 1971, he
spent considerablc time on writing up earlier work. In October, he
procecded on leave, during which he attendcd an international
symposium on "The behaviour of ugulates and its relation to
managcment" in Calgary, Canada, presenting a paper on social
organization of lcsser kudu.

Soon after his rcturn and reappointmcnt in Decembcr, Dr.
Lcuthold was asked to commence research on elephants (sec prc-
ceeding scction). Some of the earlier studies were continued by
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Mrs. B. Leuthold, particularly on giraffe (food habits, movements
and habit, utilization, social organization), but also the routine
recording of known individuals of gerenuk and lesser kudu was
undertaken. The work on individually identifiable giraffe has shown
that they commonly move over 20-30 km. between dry and wet
seasons, the maximum distance between sightings of one bull
being 42 km. The study of girafte food habits 

-was 
completed

and written up during the year (see below). Emphasis in obser-
vations was then shifted to such topics as activity patterns and
mother-young relations, including survival rates of young animals.

Data from aerial and ground counts of various ungulates in
Trquq East a_re expected to be analyzed during the coming year.
It is hoped that some of this work will be cairied on by1-pre-
doctoral student from Oxford University who is exp&ted to
commence field work later in 1972.

(4) Othe Studies:

In addition to Kenya National Parks personnel, a number of
other scientists are, or have been, working in Uotn Tsavo parks
on. a variety- of .projects which will be mentioned briefly without,
going into details.

Elephant Mortality: (Dr. T. F. Corfield)

To determine the extent and distribution of elephant mortalitv
d.uring the 196017l drought and its effects on the bverall popula'-
tion. Aerial and ground census work provided the data t6 assess
the total number of elephants that died (around 5,000) as well as
the localities involved (mainly ,areas near permanent water, i.e.
the Galana and Tiva River and Aruba D-am). Examination of
about 3,000 lower jaws collected by the Field Force, assisted on
two occasions by a helicopter provided by the police Airwing,
showed that calves and older cows were 

-primarily 
affected b"y

the mortality. A preliminary press release wis issued in February.
The full report will be completed during the coming year.

Elephant Food Habits: (Dr. J. B. Sale, University of Nairobi)
Collection of observational data was continued, during much

of the year. More work is, however, needed before reliabie con-
clusions can be drawn.

Decomposition Studies: (Dr. M. S. Coe, Oxford University)

The aim of this study is to determine the ecological effects
and importance of dung decomposition by elephants, and of the
dgcomposition of animal carcasses. A preliminary paper on
"Dcfaecation by African Elephants" has been prepaied by
Dr. Coe.
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Leopard Proiect: (Mr. P. H. Hamilton, University of Nairobi;

During the first part of the ye,ar under review,. progress was
slow, maiily due to-lack of suiccss in trapping lcopards. The
main problem was to obtain suitable bait. Initiallyr goats were
used, tut were soon abandoned due to their small size and high
cost. In March, a permit was granted by the Chief Game Warden
to shoot limited number of specified animals outside the Park.

Trapping success then improved as, coincidentally, leopards
appiared to take up dry-season ranges nearer the hills which made
the setting-up of iraps easier. Three leopards were caught and
equipped with radio-collars, so that their study finally got under-
way more successfully. Tracking was done variously from the air,
vehicles and on foot, and these began to yield interesting informa-
tion on leopards that could not be obtained in another way. The
study, conducted in Tsavo West and financed by the African
Wildlife l-eadership Foundation, will continue.

Birds of Prey: (Mr. and Mrs. C. Smeent, University of kiden,
Holland)

Observations on food habits, reproduction and other aspects
of the biology of birds of prey were continued throughout the year.

Environmental Pollution Research Programme:

In recent years, concern has been expressed by a number of
people about the possible damage to Lake Nakuru and other Rift
Valley Lakes, originating from continued inflow of water pollution
agents, such as pesticides and fertilizers from surrounding agri'
cultural land and untreated sewage from areas of human
habitation.

Following a generous grant from the Frankfurt Zoologic,al
Society of 1858, and the support given by Kenya Government both
in money and spirit, the Environmental Pollution Research Pro-
gramme was set up under the auspices of Kenya National Parks,
with the following objectives:

-to m,ake detailed analyses of various components of the
aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems, in order to determine:

(a) the nature, distribution and quantities of various pollu-
tants and their sources of origin;

(b) the effects of natural or human - induced phenomena
in tr,ansporting, modifying and concerning such pollu-
tants in components of the ecosystems in question.

-to make recommendations on short and long-term measures
to contain further pollution of the lakes and/or to remove
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or reduce the existing pollutants to levels tolerable and com-
patible with the intended uses of the areas in questlon.

Mr. Paul I. M. Chabeda was appointed to head the Pro-
gramme and while facilities and personnel available are still well
below ultimate requirements, he has collected ,a considerable
amount of information relevant to the aims of the projects.

The following sources of pollutants have been identified and
subjected to preliminary analysis:

(a) Run-off rainfall waters carry considerable quantities of
pesticides and fertilizers (e.g. 0.3-0.7 parrs per million
of DDT/DDE alone!) from surrounding farmland. In
addition, storm drains bring in a heavy load of oil-based
pollutants;

(b) Domestic sewage and municipal solid wastes while these
sources contribute appreciably to the pesticide levels,
their main significance lies in their potential for eutrophi-
cation of lake waters (introduction of phospherous and
nitrogen containing compounds and h-avy metal
porsonlng.

(c) Air and dust particles ,also carry limited amounts of
pesticides and fertilizers which can enter the lakes,
mainly via rainfall.

Samples of lake water, sediments and algae, as well as a
variety of animal tissues (fish, amphibia, birdi, m,ammals) have
been analyzed for various organic pesticides and metallic elements.
As an example o_f_results obtained so far the following figures may
be quoted from Mr. Chabeda's first progress report:

Monthly variations of some pesticide residues in fidl
From Lakes Nakuru and Naivasha (figures - parts per miltion)

Month Lahe Nakuru

DDT/DDE Dieldrin

Lahe Nah'asha

January O.OZZ

February 0.1l5
March 0.052

April 0.032
May 0.059

June 0.020
* Benzene Hecachloride

0.019

0.0r 5

0.035

0.019

o.022

0.010

BHC*

o.217

0.014

o.219

0.o08

o.o24

0.o27

DDT/DDE

0.006

0.01 I
o.014

0.008

0.020

0.009

Dieldritt

0.002

0.007

o.024

0.006

o.otz
0.oo7

BHCI

0.004

0.004

0.016

0.009

0.009

0.004

Lake Nakuru fish contain considerably higher amounts of
organic pesticides than those from Lake Naivasha. Similarly,
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residues of some heavy metals are higher in Lake Naivasha, parti-
cularly lead ,and zinc. Most likely, these findings are related to the
proximity of Lake Nakuru to a large town with considerable
industry, and possibly to differences in the hydrological regime
of the two Lakes.

The research programmes is to continue along the lines indi-
cated above.

Consevation Education:

As in the pevious year our responsibility on Education was
diversified and extended to include both adult citizens and
school children plus the external visitors. Our responsibility
towards the citizens was to help them appreciate their natural
heritage by establishing EducaLional Centres and a hostel in Tsavo
East National Park at Voi to cater for Education Groups and by
providing exhibits with educational value as it was the case in th'e
Nairobi Centre. We also provided transport for tour groups
throughout the year.

The popularity of the Education Centres is reflected by the
total number of visitors who utilized the Centre during the period
under review. About 102,993 people went through ihe N-airobi
Centre out of which over Stl/. were made up of school children
and 12/" were made up of adult groups. At Lake Nakuru Educa-
tion Centre 20,947 people passed through the Centre out of which
19,205 26/" were children and 1,742 adults, and the Voi Centre
had record of 625 guests during the year.

The following charts reflect the details of visitors to Nairobi
and Nakuru Education Centres half yearly on monthly basis:

NAIROBI EDUCATION CENTRE

1972

Month

June
July
August
September
October
November
December

School Children

2,903
6,832
5,509
\ )q)

10,613
13,682
5,000

Adults

765
I,200
1,350
1,150

900
450

I,698

Total

3,668
8,032
6,859
6,442

l l,513
14,132
6,698

Half Year Totals 49,831
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LAKE NAKURU EDUCATION CENTRE

1972

Month School Children Adults

June 'l3l 46
July 1,653 98
August l,l2l 95
September 777 34
October 3,791 393
November 3,433 452
December 1,848 192

Il,alf Year Totals 13,354 1,310 14,464

Total

777
1,751
1,216

811

4,184
3,885
2,040

We are pleased with the composition of groups of
people utilizing the centres in that we have often aimed at the
young generation upon whom we sholl entrust the future of
conservation activities in the years to come. It is therefore gratify-
ing to note that the bulk of our clients in these three education
c€ntres have been young school children. Another pleasing deve-
lopment was greater utilization of centre facilities by local people
as indeed it is upon the good-will and better education of the
wananchi that conservation policies in this country will be vested
in the future and the need for mass educ,ation on the vialibity of
conservation activities will be felt all the more vis-a-vis multiple
land alternatives that we shall be faced with as popul,ation increases
within static and non-elastic territorial boundaries.

- It was possible to reach many parts of the country through
the mobile film unit which operated in Thika, Ol Doinyo Sapuk
National Park, Kitui and Machakos Districts during-the first
quarter.,,During,the_ day our officers presented Wildlife Manage-
ment talks to schools and colleges in Machakos. Where and when
da-rk room_s were provided, films were shown during the day -otherwise film programmes are all scheduled for evenings.

The attachment of an Officer of the rank of Assistant Warden
to the Mobile Education Unit has added a new l-ease of life to
our country-wide Conservation Education Programmes. Instead of
merely showing wildlife films to groups of people at night, Iectures
about Conservation policies and allied problems are often given
with a Scientific approach. In the past, most of the film-pro-
grammes were geared to the general public, but now schools,
colleges and other institutions like Farmer's Training Centres are
given a higher__priority. A systematic programme is under way to
reach most of Kenya's rural districts.
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During the 2nd half of the year the unit operated in the
lvestern Province, and also v.isited I(ericho/Kisumu Districts cn
route. Due to break-down of the vchicle, the schedule that has
been drawn up had to be abandoned and the Unit returned to
Nairobi after reaching schools and institutions with well over
3,812 pupils and staff in Western and Nyanza Provinces.

In January, diploma students from Mweka College of Afrioan
Wildlife Management stayed at the Education Centre for one week
and the Warden Education lectured to them on the "Kenya
National Parks' Organization and Sources of Funds". Mr. Hassan
S. Mohamed, Warden Nairobi National Park, talked to them on
"Park Administration and Managemeut".

The Education Centre organized a programme for a Swiss
Tclcvision Film Unit, under Dr. Rudolf Flury, who fllmed the
activities of the Centre. Some school children from Nairobi South
Primary with their three tcachers, participated in the programme.

The Education Centre, in co-operation with the Wildlife Clubs
of Kenya and the National Museums, participated in running a
"Teachers' Workshop" for Wildlife Clubs advisors in secondary
schools. The purpose of the Seminar/Workshop was to provide the
teachers with more background for carrying out relevant Wildlife
Club activities, some of which included organization of more
meaningful visits to the National Parks and particularly Tsavo
East where the Wildlife Club carried out a Seminar with the assis-
tance of the Education Centre Personnel.

Evening programmes: Lccturc/talks plus film or slide shows
were given to several groups, by the Warden Education, including
I(cnya Institute of Administration, I(abete: Centr,el Training
School (E.A.P.&T.), Mbagathi; Masai Rural Training Centre,
Kajiado, and C.LD. Training School.

Staff and Conferences:

International Engagements:

Our organization has attracted international recognition
within the last year and this is a fact that has been vividly
demonstrated by various International Conferences that preceeded
I.U.C.N. Stockholm Conference to which the Director of Kenya
National Parks, Mr. P. M. Olindo was invited to attend and this
culminated in the mammoth Stockholm Conference in which the
Kenya delegation contributed very productively.

Also the Deputy Director of Kenya National Parks, Mr. F. A.
Njiri, was awarded in 1972, the Eisenhower Exchange Fellowship
which facilitated him and his wifc to tour the United States of
America for six and half months during which period he went
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through over 60 National Parks of United States. Mr. Njiri has
already submitted his full report to the Board of Trustees of
Kenya National Parks.

Recently the Kenya delegation was invited to the Second
World Conference of National Parks held at Yellow Stone to mark
the Centenary of the founding of U.S. National Parks System in
September, 1972, Prof. Mohamed Hyder, Chairman of the
Kenya National Parks Board of Trustees would lead the Kenya
delegation that comprises of: the Chief Game Warden, Mr. J.
Mutinda; Mr. G. G. Kago as Vice-Chairman of the Board and
Mr. P. M. Olindo, Director of the Kenya National Parks.
Staff:

Mr. Paul Chabeda was recruited to undertake Pollution
studies around Lake Nakuru National Park and Mr. H. C.
Kimeriah was recruited to undertake the responsibility of Senior
Accountant at the National Parks Headquarters.

The U.S. Peace Corps, Mr. Daniel Dougherty and Mr. Ron
Stanek joined the service on a two year contract and were posted
at Nakuru and Voi Education Centres respectively. Another
American, Mr. P. Snyder was givcn a two year contract as Asst.
Warden Mountain Parks.

With regard to Junior StalI there was a considerable amount
of unrest as a result of excessive union agitation. This particular
year has been rather violent as far as Industrial Rel,ations go in
that we have had constant threats from the Union General
Secretary who has been irresponsible in including his members to
go 9n -strike. at the time when mauagement of Kenya National
Parks have done everything possible to meet and often modify its
terms and conditions of ieivice in consistencv with the recent
Ndegwa Commission report.
Union Activities:

^ Or! Organization has so far spent L3Z,SOO within the last
financial 

-year and we further plan to ipent f28,800 by 3l st Decem
ber, 1.972, on_junior.staff houses. Ov-er the last sii years up to
30th June, 1972, wc have spent Lll4,4O8 on Junior Stufi hous"r.
This clearly indicates- that the m,anagement of Kenya National
Palls has not ignorcd the housing coiditions of our'subordinate
staff. We have in fact planned to spend a significant amount of
our dcvelopment funds on junior s[afi housel. After the recent
meeting which was held between the officers of the National park
and th Union undcr the Chairmanship of the Hon Minister at the
beg.inning of this ycar, we have endeivoured relenttessly io oUt"i,
better relations between the Management and the worliers' repre-
sentative although quite recently rcme matters were taken beiorcth lndustrial court as a resuli of rvhich iunior stafl emnlovces
who will bc carnirg less than Shs. 250/- by the 

"nJ 
of rhl. i;;;
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would get an increment of Shs. l5/- per month with effcct fror:t
the lst January, 1973.

With a few exceptions, however, most of the grievances that
have of late been aired by the Secretary General of the Union
through the Press have been exagger,ated and, with thc right
attitude and spirit from the Union sidc, these grievances ought not
to constitute any scrious rift or disagreement, and it is our hope
that the liberal attitude which the Minister of Labour has adoptcd
will completely clear any hurdles that may crop up and particularly
in view of the fact that we have planned to put up new junior staff
houses in the years to come with a view to ultim,ately providing
each individual employee with a two-roomed house by the end of
1974178 developmcnt plan. Following the recommendation of
Ndegrva Commission of enquiry this organization spent a sub-
stantial amount of money by raising the wages of our junior staff
employees of all categories.

ACTIVITIES AROUND THE PARKS:
Nairobi Park:

1971 has been a busy year, we undcrtook to complete several
projects in Nairobi Park. Several houses were built and occupicd
by subordinate staff. This has reduced congestion in the main
labour camp where two or three people shared small rooms. But
we have still a long way to go to accommodate every one of our
employees in 2 roomed units.

Another interesting development in the Park neighbourhood
was the commencement of work on the Masai Lodge in the
Kitengela conservation area. We anticipate that with-this new
development .it_ might be desirable to open up a new gate to
service Masai Lodge.

The climate and security conditions in the Park have been
generally good and favourable for animals. Food was plentiful for
them: grasses and other vegetation has never really dried out
completely. The dams held water well except the two smaller ones
that started to dry out but were soon filled by short rains. The
health of ,animals have been satisfactory albeit a few old Kongoni
females looked thin during November, but no deaths were
rerorded.

Movement of animals from the Park was insignificant after
rains. This is because a large area at Eastern portion of the Park
that was burned late 1970, attracted most of the migratory
animals particularly zebra and wildebeest. Usually those species
move out as soon as the rains start and remain out until the rain
water ones out.

Poaching was undcr co,ntrol and no incidents were detected or
reported in the Park. However, several animals were seen with
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wire snares outside the Park and particularly on the Kitengela river.
On many occasions our Rangers on patrol along this river havc
removed wire snares that have been craftly placed to trap ,animals.

The Warden personally oarricd out several expeditions into thc
Kitengela and observed several new manyattas that have been
cstablished recently and some have not yet becn occupied. Accord-
ing to information from a few Masai friends, we are told that
people are moving into this area for two reasons:

(a) to establish as many manyattas as possible to make it
difficult for Government to take over the area for Nairobi
Park purposes - 

,a clear political speculation;

(b) if the Government takes over, then many Masai should
be paid compensation. The whole situation is rather dis-
turbing and is detrimental to survival of Nairobi National
P,ark and something must be done quickly to save this
Park.

One littlc self-contained house for Park Assistant was com-
pleted. The old Park Assistant timber house was renovated and
erected as Radio Office next to Head Quarters buildings. Similar
houses were modernized and re-erected for the petrol attendant and
other labourers who had no houses. With Police advise, several
modifications were carried out on the entrance gates with a vicw
to providing adequate security for cash storagJ. This was done
with steel reinforcement on the doors and wind-ows.

GAME NEI,YS:

Lion:
The lions population by the end of the year numbered 38

animals out of which 26 are cubs from 2 months to 8 months old.
The two main prides of nine and eight animals are the main
attraction in the Park as they are seen nearly every day in the
central plain. The Forest prides are somewhat timid and they
don't show up very frequently. The two dominant males left the
Park since the last cubs were born, but they do visit their
families once in a while. A young male lion was found earlier in the
year with snare round its waist which cut deep and almost went
through its guts. The snare was removed by the Warden and the

wound healed quickly.
Mrs. Rudani is still studying lions in the Park. We have

stopped her from rem,aining in the Park during full moonlight.
This action was taken due to the fact that whenever she stays
overnight in the Park, next morning the lions show sign of agita-
tion and in many cases they don't show up the following day.
Cheetah:

29



Patience the famous mother cheetah, had one of her cubs
taken to the Orphanage with fractured front leg. We don't know for
sure what was the cause. But it is likely that it was inflicted by a
warthog, that she may have tried to catch. The rest of the cubs
are doing well. They have started hunting without their mothers
help. By the end of July they were nearly l3 months old.

Hyena:
Hyena have become very rare animals in this Park; about

nine months ago we had a mother that gave birth to three cubs
at No. 30A but soon the family disappeared. At the moment we
have three adult hyenas in the forest but they are very shy. We
are told that Masai have formed a habit of poisoning these
animals witl-r cooper-tox chemicals used in cattle-dip but we have
no proof of this allegation although the rarity of these animals in
Nairobi Park indirectly confirms the rutnour.

Rhino:
On the record we have 3l rhinos, but our officers frequently

have only seen and identificd l7 animals. It is encouraging torote
that during the last 12 months,3 calves were born in the Park
The young:est was in August, in the forest area- Mukuki (male

rhino) is ilways found near Warden's oamp. He has been naughty
re""rily for destroying staff flower eiarde-ns. On lTth November,
hc baihed the rear mudguard of Warden's land rover at the

Parking Shed at 5.00 a.m.

Buftalo:
Number of buffalo have increased by 5 animals which raised

tn" uunuto population to 34 within the Park. But one was killed
il""rtf, UV ihrLe mal" lions and another one died of tickinlestirn.

Plains Game:

During the year the movement of wildbeeste and zebra were

u"r, ti-it"?. This is because large areas on the eastern portion of
thc'park that h,ad bccn burned late 1970 attracted them and there-

ioi" -ort of them remained in the Park after the rainy sesson.

The following charts A and B give clear summary on the

climatii- condition! and approximate animal population dynamics

on selccted species throughout the year'

r2 MONTHS RAINFALL NAIROBI NATIONAL PARK

J anuarY | .41 J ulY l '14
Februaiy .27 August- 3^4

Marclr .22 SePtember '39
April 14.17 October '38
Miy 25.42 November l '04
June 2.44 December 5'29

TOTAL RAINFALL 52.51
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OL DONYO SAPUK NATIONAL PARK:

R,ange Improvement lYork:

A gang of ten casual labourers was engaged early this
year to work on the road up the mountain that had been
i:roded following the heavy rains. Picnic sites were cleared and
increased to four. Road signs to show direction to the park were
put at four main points from Thika Township to guide visitors
to the park.

Control and Anti-Poaching Work:

Crop damage by buffaloes has not been significent in the
farms bordering the park as compared to last year. 42 owners
of domestic animals found straying in the park were arrested,
taken to court and fined an average of €5 each during the year. A
few people were also arrested and convicted for destroying vegeta'
tion along the Park boundary.

ANIMAL ORPHANAGE:

Animal Population:

At the beginning of the quarter we had about 200 animals
(marnm,als) and one crocodile. We have also been getting various
specics of birds and since we do not do wing pinioning, as
soon as the birds get better they fly away into the Park.

At the time of writing this report we have only 120 animals,
the specific numter fluctuates due to the fact that there are times
that we rele,ase more animals to the Game Trappers for their
clients in various zoos abroad.

(i) Animals Sold or Given AwaY:

Three lions were sold to Mr. George Adamson for his rehabi-
litation studies.

Two lions and one lioness were sold to the Messrs. Carr
Hartly Organization.

One male Cape Hunting Dog was also bought by Messrs.
Hartley.

One female Cheetah was taken to the Solio Game Ranch
Naru-Moru.

One young male leopard born at the Orphanage was given
to the Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia'

(ii) Animals Released:

Eight Leopard released in Meru National Park.
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Two M,ale Leopards born at the Orphanage released into
Tsavo National Park (West) near Lake Jipe.

One female lcopard into Nairobi Park.

Two buffaloes into Nairobi Park.

Three wildebeestes released into Nairobi Park.

One male bushbuck into Nairobi Park.

One ma-le Thomson's Gazelle into Nairobi Park.

Twenty five vervet monkeys into Nairobi Park.

Five baboons into Nairobi Park.

(iii) Animals Darted For Trsatment:

Two female Cheetahs, one named "Patience" and her
daughter were found in the Park at different dates each had a
swollen leg, they were darted by using a Cap chur gun. They
were X-rayed and an operation performed at Kabete Small
Animals Clinics within the faculty of Veterinary medicine. They
were then taken to the Orphanage until they had recovered com-
pletely before they were released back into thc Park.

Another 4 Cheetah cubs were captured in Nairobi Park when
only l0 months old after their mother was found dead in order to
save them from being devoured by predators.

(iv) Animals Breeding:

The female pygmy Hippo that was presented to His Excel-
lency, the President of the Republic of Kenya by His Excellency,
the President of Liberia, gave birth to a female calf but she
rejected her for unknown reasons. We did try to keep her alive but
she died after 5 days due to congested internal organs.

Another male calf was born on the 7th May, 1972, but
unfortunately this was at night. The calf was found dead after
drowning in the pool. The two lionesses have bred twice now but
have killed their cubs. We suppose it is because they are still
young and do not have enough seclusion to make them motherly.

Bushbuck and dik dik have been breeding very successfully;

2 vervet monkeys were born; I sykes monkey was born and 4
dwarf mongoose were born during this period.

(v) Animal Mortality

This quarter has been a rather hard on our animals. One
female cheetah was killed by a leopard from the Park. A pair of
caracal, one serval cat, one young bushbuck, a young eland were
also killed by this leopard. We are astonished by this notorious
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habits of this leopard and all our endeavours to keep him out did
not succeed. There were two leopards found in the Orphanage at
kopard Pen. They were darted and released into Nairobi Park,
perhaps one of these leopards is responsible for the damage.

One of our famous Lions "Brutus" died here at the Orphanage
on 29th January, 1972, at the age of 24! years. The carcass was
handed on to Mr. Herman Steyn.

TSAVO NATIONAL PARK (EAST)

Game Notes:

The past 18 months have been the driest period we have
experienccd in the 23 year old history of Tsavo East. Conditions
have been particularly severe East of the line Voi/Lugard Falls
and in some parts virtually no rain has fallen for noarly 12

months. Grazing animals continued to remain healthy and in good
condition, but the mortality amongst some of the larger browsing
animals has been heavy. A very large number of elephant calves
and old cows died chiefly from malnutrition and it seems possible
that this will be nature's solution to the Tsavo Elephant problem
that has plagued us for so long. Lower jaws have been collected
from all ihJ Oead elephants looated and these will be examined
in order to be able to assess what effect this mortality will have
on population numbers in the future, but it is likely to be con'
siderable.

Rhinos have also been dying in the same general arca,
although to date the mortality has not been as heav-y 

-as. 
that

experiinced in the 1960/61 drought when we lost over 300 rhinos
on the upper reaches of the Athi river.

In January, the Kenya Police very kindly placed two heli-
coDters at our ilisposal to help with the collection of elephant jaws

^r'a 

-iroi, 
fiom 'animals th'at died during last year's drought'

*" or" most grateful to the Commissioner of Police for his assis-

t"r.". 
-fi 

is ettimated that approximately 5,000 elephants died

;;;i;" ihe droueht, mainly young elephants up to 8 years old and

;;;A ;o*' and s'ickly bulli. it was interesting to note that. some of

i-lie scient;sts from the foreign countries, with experience.in Tsavo

ui" of tt " view that naiural regulatory processes should be

;ilr*.d io .un t6eir course and tliat populations should not be

i"ar..a by artificial means. It has been difficult to arrive ,at an

il;;; Li tr," number of elephants that died in the Park as the

al^ifri occurred over a very wide area and the remains of small

;i;; ston disappear. Our-Tsavo Research Personnel have spent

,ru.fi ti,," and'effort in measuri,g and ageing the j'aws as well

ai checking on mortality by means of ground and aerial transects

over areas bf varying densitY.
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Latcr in the yoar, elephants were concentratcd in large

numUeii where the vegetatibn was green following the. rather

il;ht i".t ioirs. n paiticularly largJ concentration remained in

tt" tii-" irea from March up untii June before dispersing-' At
o* ti-", nearly 2,000 elephants were massed in the valley in front
of the Voi Safiri Lodge'and provided an unfo.rgetable spectacle

for those who were foriunate enough to witness it.

During the later half of February, .a -br-eeding 
colony of

Quelea wdre nesting astride the Lugard Falls road between

Mbololo and the rive"r. A smaller colony was found North East of
Mukwaiu in March. Large flocks were seen in the Irima area

during March.

Many lesser kudu deaths were rccorded in the northern area
from a mysterious discase prevalent amongst this species wh.ich

causes blindness followed by death in two to three days. A similar
epidemic occurred in the Voi river valley in 1952.

The Grevy Zebra which were introduced some years-ago
continue to thrive and a nice herd of 9 including three foals born
in the Park, can usually be found near the Buchuma Gate. One
stallion was seen north of the Galana river with some common
zebra. They are obviously well suited to the arid country here in
Tsavo Easi, but it will bi: many ycars before they will be scen in
any significant numbers, unless more can be introduced from
Northern Kenya.

Lions seem to be coming very numerous with the increase in
smaller plains animals, and one pride totalling l8 was often seen

near the Ndare borehole. Visitors at the Voi Safari [-odge wit-
nessed a lioness killing a zebra in broad daylight near the pool
below the lodge. This particular lioness, who has four half grown
cubs is a regular attraction and appears to live on the hill just
behind the lodge. Leopard and cheetah have also been seen by
visitors at the Lodge, and plains animals are beginning to mako
use of the pool throughout the day. A herd of 500 buftaloes water
regularly and very often spend most of the day lying around near
the pool.

Lions were much in evidence near the permanent water, and
killed many abandoned or orphaned elephant calves wandering
about on their own. On one occasion, the tables were turned, how-
ever, when an elephant calf was seen chasing two adult lions
near Aruba.

One of our tame buffalo, Lollipa, was gored by a wild rhino
near the Voi river. She suftered fairly severe wounds in the foreleg
and in the stomach, but fortunately no serious intern,al damage
occurred and she recovered. AII four tame buftaloes, who were
starting to show a tendency to aggressiveness with strangers have
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now been handed over to the Galana Ranch, where a semi-
domestic herd is being established. They have settled down very
well at Lali.

The cock ostrich at the Lodge, which was reared by the
Manager's wife, also had to be deported when he started chasing
members of the staft and threatening tourists. He was roped and
transported to the Mopea Gap to join the other deportee-s who
moved some years ago. The hen ostrich remains at the Lodge,
and is a great tourist attraction. So far, she has caused no trouble,
and is extremely gentle. Ostrich hatchings have been pleasing. 38
chicks were seen together near Irima in October.

The male rhino "Reudi", which was reared at Voi and later
released near Cottars Camp, provided to be too friendly and spent
most of his time actually in the camp, to the consternation of
visitors who doubted his intentions, who were not always informed
of the fact that he was tame. Tour operators taking clients to the
camp were worried in case there should be an accident and it
was^finally decided to try and move the rhino. Mr. Parfitt of
Solio Ranch agreed to accept him and carry all transport costs,
so "Reudi" wis duly moved to Naro Moru and now resides in
that part of the ranch surrounded by ,? Eame proof fence. He
has s6ttled down well in his new surroundings.

Poaching:

Poachers have not been nearly so active in the Park this
quarter as they were earlier in the year. Nevertheless' the Field
Force has beeir fully committed patrolling our borders, for any-

relaxation on our part promptly leads to a re'surgence of
poaching.

A total of 18 rhinos and 14 elephants were killed between
Kenani and Mtito Andei in the first 7 months of this year. On
the l5th July, the Rangers found a dead eleph-a-nt which had bjen
killed by poisoned arrows a few miles from Kanga Station.-The
tusks had not yet been removed, so the Rangers laid an.ambush
on the carcass. On the second day three men armed with bows

and arrows approached, but unfortunately the country was.very
open at this pbint, and the Rangers were unablc to conceal them-

,"lu"r u".y eftectively. Their presence was detected.by]lhe poachers

who promptly ran away. They were pursued by the Rangers who
,"".".d.d in capturing one m'an, but the other two made good

their escape, discarding most of -the clothing.in the process' It
was noticed that they were hoading stra;ght for,Kanga-Station,
so the Rangers returned to the.camp wh-ere they.boarded a lorry
ana w"nt r6und to K'anga Station via Mtito Andei' picking up a

Game Scout en route. dn arrival at Kanga Station, they ca-rried

;; ; search of the buildings, but there was no sign of the
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poachers. While searching the bush nearby, however, the bows and
arrows were recovered hidden in the grass.

Subsequent investigations revealed that one of the railway
cmployces had assistcd the two men to escape by providing -them
with clothes, and getting them aboard one of the many buses
that are constantly passing along the main road. Apparently, this
man had harbourid-these-poachers for many months while ,at thc
same time assisting them to dispose of their illicit trophics.

A serious outbreak of poaching occurred in the Mtito Andeii
Tsavo area at the beginning of the year 1972. Several rhinos were
killed with poisoned 

-arrows and their carcasses discovered latcr
without horns. Two gangs of poachers were spotted but managed
to cscapo dropping bows and arrows in their haste to gct av/ay.
A recently va&tcd hidcout was also discovercd near the Athi.
Thc occufants had obviously scen or hcard the Rangcrs Ficld
Force beiause everything pointcd to a hurricd flight, and thrcc
bows, l6 poisoned arrows and a cooking pot had been lcft behind.
Nearby vvas the carcass of a rhino with two arrowheads projccting
from its body. Finally, the tr,acks of two poachers were picked
up and followed to a point wherc another freshly killed rhino
was found. The Rangers continucd on the spoor and a little further
on they saw where thc poachers had fircd at yet another rhino
and thcn procceded to follow it. The Rangers spotted the pc,lchcrs
ahead shortly afterwards, and approaching cautiously succ:cdcd
in arrcsting them both. The poachers werc later sentenced to 20
months imprisonment and 100/- fine each. After this cpisode,
word must have got around, because no furthcr evidcncr of
poachers was seen around the area.

Field Force:

The field force was kept very busy throughout the year, firstly,
attempting to keep Wakamba poachers out of the northern area,
and secondly, rccovering trophies from the elephant and rhino that
pcri hed in largc numbers as a result of the severe drought. Poach-
ing reached a peak at thc end of the dry season, and there rvas
constant trouble along the northern boundary and adjacent terri'
tories.

There has bcen a steady deterioration in discipline amollgst
the Ficld Force Rangers in the past few months ,as we attributed
this to the very substantial trophy rcwards being paid to Rangcrs
follorving the heavy clephant mortality, which has cncouraged thc
Rangers to scarch for dead eleph,ants to the exclusion of their
other dutics. Another contributory factor has been the Industrial
Court's decision that there is no legal obstacle to the National
Parks Rangers joining the Union, with thc result that Rangers
pxy morc attcntion to Union officials than they do to their own
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N.C.O.'s Arrangements were made with Col. Godana of the 5th
Kenya Rifles to-put the Rangers through a course of training.at
the Langata Bairacks under the strictest discip-line. The entire
force spe-nt two weeks in Nairobi, after which the Ra-ngers-returned
leaving the N.C.O.'s to continue with their training for a for-tnight.
The r6sults have been very pleasing, and we have had no further
trouble. We are most grateful to the Kenya Army and Col.
Godana in particular, for organizing this course.

TSAVO WEST NATIONAL PARK:

Game Notes:

Elephants:

In the first part of the year there were problems with elephants
becoming a nulsance at Mbololo Prison Camp, Ngulia l-odge,
Kitani Lodge and around Kitani. We had to use thunder'flashes
to chase the animals away and the Warden had to shoot one bull
elephant at Mbololo Prison Camp. At Ngulia I-odge an elephant
was observed climbing the steps of the Swimming Pool with a
view to getting a vantage point to get water while at Kitani on
several oicasions an elefhant attempted to put his trunk through
the kitchen window to get water from the kitchen basin. Not
many elephants were recorded dead in Tsavo West National Park.
The fair amount of rain which had fallen, made the food contents
for elephants much more nutritious in value _than the dry shrubs
that hid long persisted on the other side of the Park - see chart
below.

The mortality rate of elephants during October/November was
normal in that ohly about 12 animals were reported dead in the
month of November and 17 animals died in December, l97l'
mainly because of the sudden climatic changes.

It was observed by the Warden at Kitani where acacia tortilis
trees were seeding and sending oft their attractive aroma that the
scent attracted tlie elephants, and at orc stage one bull elephant
tried to scrape fallen seeds off the roof of a banda and ended up
by seriously damaging it.

In February, 1972, tlre Warden observed several cow/calves
groups concentrating in an area east of Mungai and North of
kangetchwa. This area joins the bull area Kamboyo/Kilaguni
which is about 20 miles long and 5 miles wide. So far, the cows

showed considerable less movement than the bulls and in fact at
this particular time owing to recent climatic changes, elephant
movement in the area was hardly noticeable and large herds were

observed concentrating in the areas between I-ongolongo [-oshioto
Hill and Upper Tsavo.
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Buftaloes

While game viewing with the Assistant Ministcr thc FIon'
J. M. Karirlki, in the N-gulia Valley on September 4, a herd of
buffalo was seen stretchi-ng over approximately two miles from
sign post 16 to sign post 15. They were going- down to.water at
No. fO. 'fhe buffal-oes wer" walking nose to tail and in places two
and threes. It is estimated that there were about 1,000 animals.
Another similar herd has often been seen in the region of Abysinia
Camping watering at Tsavo River.

In the quartcr ending 3lst December, 1972, lone bulls were
observed around Ndawe/Ngulia/Kamboyo and rc'esonably largc
herds of approximately 100 to 150 animals wcrs observcd in the
sa-e g"u"iul arcas bui after the rains the Ngulia Valley popula-
tion m-oved into thc plains betwcen Ndawe and Tsavo Rivcr. Latet
on in the year bachelor hcrds and solitary bulls were observed
stringing al,ong side the main tarmac between Mtito Andci and
Tsav-o Gate at night. As a result of this concentration -along the
rord 5 buflaloes were killed by fast moving vehicles bv 30th Junc,
1972. Two baby buffaloes wcre found abandoncd by their mothers
in the Park and the first of these babies was found walking by
itself near Ngulia Lodge. The calf was takcn by the Lodge staff.
given milk and kept in a warm place and then the Warden later
collected it and took the oalf to Kamboyo, whilst at the same
time trcated its decp wounds at the rear left thigh which had
presumably becn inhicted by a carnivou. Unfortunately,_ this
wound beCame worse and worse and subsequently the young baby
died. The second calf which had bcen found abandoned near
Chyulu Waterhole after a hcavy storm was in good shape and
could easily accept milk, move about and jump in excitement.
This animal was transported to the Nairobi Animal Orphanage.
Rhino:

On the whole the rhino as a breed took the drought very
well in T'savo West. A rhino was found dead at Kichwa Ya Tembo
Peak and a young calf also died near Tsavo Gate on the river
circuit and the Warden could not establish the cause of the death
of these two animals. A lot of calves were born in the Park around
September, and all were generally in good condition. During the
October, December, heavy rains, many rhinos were seen in the
Park. A couple that was copulating on the lava between Kilaguni
and Ngulia was watched by a VW/Kombi that was loadcd with
tourists for nearly two hours. Two minor accidcnts occurred, the
first one being a member of the Field Force who had surpriscd a
rhino in thick gr,ass near Ziwani. He was in fact thrown down by
the animal but miraculously was not gored. The animal had run
over hinr and stood on his knee although he suffered no major
breakages, the knee was badly bruised. Later on ,a car was hit by
a lone bull and was very badly damagcd at the driver's side half
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way
had

between Kitani and Kilaguni. It was concluded that this car
frightened the rhino while cutting the corner.

Lion:

22 lions were seen on an elephant kill between September 6th
and l2th at Kitani; one of them, a young male had severe porcu-
pine quills sticking out of his chest. He was very thin and covered
in nasty wounds inficted by the other lions. The Warden darted
him, pulled the quills out, dressed the wounds and fed him with
a zebra which he had found suffering from an advanced sore and
swollen leg. The young lion made a rapid recovery and has often
been seen hunting zebras around the area.

The Kitani pride of 22 lions have not been observed making
spectacular kills in that area and in fact later on in the year the
famous pride were observed breaking up and particularly on 15th
May when they killed a large buffalo near Campi Ya Mwarabu.
During the year a hyena was observed being killed by a lion at
Ngulia l-odge when the hyena came too close to a buffalo carcass
that several lions were feeding on.

Leopard:

A University student undertaking research on leopards in the
Park reported seeing a substantial number of leopard tracks parti-
cularly along the base of roaring rocks, although he actually
saw very few of these animals and the bait he had put at Ndawe
did not catch the victim until the 20th of November when he
trapped one male leopard which was later tranquilised for research
purposes. Another male leopard was caught and fitted with a
radio, U.S. model. The animal was then tracked for a few more
days by picking up the "peeps" in the Ndawe Hills. He eventually
lost the animal and it was susp€cted that the radio had either
packed-up or the animal had been poached. On the 23rd June,
another leopard was trapped but closer investigations revealed
that this leopard was the same one that had been caught and
released earlier on the 9th of April, 1972. Its radio was not trans-
mitting at all. The broken radio was removed and the animal
fitted with a new radio. On comparison with the previous note the
.rnimal had lost weight; it had several wounds around its neck
which were attributed perhaps by a fight with another male or
possibly a scratch against a sltarp edge in an endeavour to remove
the radio and the collar.

Other Game:

At Poachers Look-Out, a group of tourists watched a prido
of 5 lions follow an expectant giraffee that was due to give birth
and immediately the giraffe delivered, the hungry lions snatched
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the baby away from the mother and devoured it rapidly. Earlier
in the ybar foilowing the drought a number of hippos left Mzima
Spring and ventured-several kilometers in search of grazing. Unfor-
tinately, one hippo had to be shot near Tsavo Gate as the lower
haff of his right 1eg had rottened oft completely and the, animal
was suffering from excessive pain. This was as the result of a sn,are

that had caught it during the animals' nightly wanderings.
Throughout the year the Warden kept records of the number of
average game counts observed at around Murka and these are
shown hereunder:
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General:

Among thc V.I.P. Visitors in Tsavo West National Park was

Prof. M. fryder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Kcnya
National Pa'rks who m,ade an official visit to the Park on 30th
una Zitt July, 1971, and Hon. J. M. Kariuki who visited the Park
on 3rd and 4th September, spending the night at- Ngulia !ode."'
The Chairman of C^.D.C., t ord Howick also visited the Park carly
November and in January, Charles Voucher from the World Wild'
life Fun<I, his wife and Mr. Llyod Swift also from W.W'F' visited
the Park. Mzima Springs continue to be one of the most attractive
spot within the Park and in the quarter ending on the 30th Septem.'

bLr, or"t 17,271 people had pasied through the tank out of which
fisure. 8,00O visitors were re6orded in August. During that period

uSout-3,7t3 cars h,ad been registered at Mzima Spring, Parking
Bay.

Vervet monkeys continued to harass the visitors by grabbing
things fr,rm the uniocked cars, mainly food but at times other odd
item-s like cameras, ladies handbags, papers etc., this was o-ften

amusing for the visitors, while the main attraction at the Pool
continu;'J; Mzima's clear water, the hippo, and fish all of which
could be clearly secn through the tank.

La*' enforcement activities were successfully carried out
throughout the Park. The Zirvani and Poaching Pat-rg.I ambushed
a gang with a rifle who had shot a buffalo at Njuguini and
although the man with a rifle got away, 5 rounds of 8.57 were
recoveied from the rest of the gang members who were arrested
and werr: later found to be comprised of Chaggas from Nothern
Tanzania. Between October and September, over 59 elephant tusks
and 28 rhino horns were captured by anti-poaching units but no
significarrt arrest was made.

In January, however,2 poachers out of a gang that had been
constantly hunied by our Rangers were caught in an ambush at
Kiulu Stition and these two people were prosecuted and given a

deterrent sentence.

LAKE NAKURU NATIONAL PARK:

Negotiations for the acquisition of additional land for Lake
NakuniNational Park advanced rapidly and the Government has
already set aside L2|6,ON for the purchase of land to be added to
Lake irlakuru National Park. We-are also hopeful that the long
standing negotiations particularly on Baharini Wildlife Sanctuary
will be finalised befole the end of the current calendar year.
Extension of the Lake Nakuru National Park is all the more
significant in that at present the Park is too small to cater for
oiher wildlife within rts borders or the future touristic require-
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rnents. The Park is approximately 14,261 acres of which over
10,000 acres is in the Lake and forms the water carpet and less
than 4,000 acres is the surrounding land. Land up to a minimum
of a mile back from the water edge must be included and we
hope that this will present a necessary buffer zonc between the
intensive encroachment of human development with all the related
problems of destruction of habitat, pollution, and siltation and
therefore create a more viable ecological unit by preserving an
essential part of the basin ecosystem to which the Lake belongs.
It is a matter of great regret that Nakuru Lake Forest was not
free or available for conservation purposes as it has already been
settled by landless people and the same goes for Roda Sisal Estate
that was bought by two groups of cooper,ative units and the same
goes for Ex-Pretty-John's farm. At this rate, hopes are fading
fast of even acquiring the surrounding Iand on the north and
western side of the Park at least in the immediate present.

Prior to Roda Estate being purchased by the Cooperative
Unit it was reasonably stocked with a variety of game but with
recent cultivation all the game has been frightened by the farmers.
Also the Municipal Council Plot has been taken up by new
farmers who have cut down considerable amount of acacia trees
for the purposes of charcoal making. A great number of animals
have also been frightened from that area and in particular the
Impalas, Redbucks which had taken that zone as their natural
habitat.

During the period under review there was a remarkable in-
crease in the number of visitors compared with the previous year
and number of school children had increased by 63.3% between
July and September, 11972. Among the important visitors who
visited Lake Nakuru National Park was His Excellency, the Presi-
dent and Mama Ngina Kenyatta who have semi-permanent banda
at the shore of the lake and other distinguished visitors included
various Kenya Ambassadors: Hon. M. A. Hinawy; Hon. L. O.
Kibin6e; Hon. M. Kisalia; Hon. J. B. Keti; Hon. Ngethe Njologe;
l{on. Odero Jowi; Hon. Henry Muli; Hon. S. K. Kimalel; Hon.
E,. J. Mulinki; and other guests that included Chief Game Warden
of Zaire; Mrs. kssigina, His Royal Highness, Duke of Edinburgh;
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Kenya National Parks,
Prof. Mohamed Hyder; Princess of Lesotho and many other
dignitories.

Law Entorcement:
Although poaching did not exist within the Park there was

an element-o'f 
- 
poaching on the fringe of the Park from both

settlers and some of the employees of the adjoining farm. Often
they trapped animals that are wandering from- -the Park in
seaich of good grazing at night. On l2th August, 1971, one male
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hiooo that had left the Lake for Mun'cipal Sewage Dam returncd

;iit"""i;;g;-*ouna in the back and the Rangcrs Y"':, otk:-q.-t:
keco watc[ of that animal for 2 days. Unfortunately .the wouno

det6riorat.ed and the animal was in excessive agony and had to De

shot by l.he Rangers. Elcven water buck, were destroyed 1!. tne

Fuik dornaary b"etween lst July and 3lst December, 1971. There

;;;;;i;;-;;re i,cidenti ol animals being wounded,.trapped and

;r;;J uiri roifi"t"ly, out vigilant Rangeis rescued these an'mals

and cut them off their traps and snares.

Our law enforcement forces arrested three peopl-e in Ndereti

Estate on lSth october, l97l and charged them for berng ln

prtt"iti"^ Jiii"gur *ui"i-uu"t and buffal6 meat' They were each

h;;J Shr- 30/- Jr 14 days imprisonmert'. Indeed a very-lenient

r""t""i" Uri' the judiciary miintained there was not adequate

cvidence for heavier sentence.

Game Notes:

Intensive Surveys of several species-of galle had.b:9n .unq"ll
taken in the quartei ending on 30th July, 1912 and indicate that

;;;i;;;, io- pipurut opinio"n the Park ii .well stoct-ed-bv scveral

rp".i"t tr: plu'ini gu-" and during that period over 232 Thompson-s

{azelle rvere reiorded 304 Im-palas, 
- 272 Boho Reedbucks; 2

i.o-putlt, i,+JO water bucks, 40 buffalos, 47.bush bucks, 14 hippos'

iTGr*it monkeys and li Colobus monkeys, as well as other

animals around the Lake shore.

MERU NATIONAL PARK:

Climatic Conditions:

These are broadly reflected by the following rainfall chart:
Rainfall: In inches

Month
July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June,

H.Q.

90

Murera
.43
.09

0.23
6.75
0.66
0.90
1.07
0.54

Ura

.02

0.880.05
7.51
1.58
0.47
0.85
0.71

.30
3.26

.22

8.97
0.20
1.86
2.23
0.59

Field Force and Poaching:
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The field force in Meru National Park worked extremely
well with constant patrols inside and outside the Park. The new
roads that were completed within the Park gave free and easy
mobility to our law enforcement forces that gained access to
hideouts for the poachers. Although the Field Force has been
under strength and in certain cases short of all desirable equip-
ments their good performance greatly reduced poaching in the
ne:ghbourhood of the Parks except Bisanadi Conservation area
which our limited personnel could not adequately cover. There was
hardly any poaching inside the Park but outside the Park, poachers
played havoc with some of the key game ,and this state of affairs
must eventually have an effect on such a small Park like Meru
National Park because a large number of animals leave the Park
during the rains and trapping and snaring in the adjacent con-
trolled area often reach dangerous proportions.

Game Notes:

Meru National Park is certainly one of the richest areas in
wildlife and has some of the rare animals like reticulated giraffe,
blue necked ostrich and the beautiful grevy zebra besides the
recently introduced species of white rhino. For the purposes of
this report we shall only limit our discuss;ons to the progress
made by the White Rhino and the released leopards. The female
white rhino Matazela gave birth to a female calf on April 10th
1972, but the other cow disappeared on May 4th and her tracks
were followed as far as Magando but unfortunately the search had
to be abandoned due to extremely he,avy rain and flooded rivers.
Fortunately on her own accord she returned to the Park and was
found on the Bisanadi river on August 23rd after having dis-
appeared for about 3| months. When she came back she was in
excellent condition when found and perfectly tame and she easily
settled again with Matazela and her baby. When she oame back
she was in calf and it is expected that she will give birth to an
addit:onal calf later on during the year.

The two bulls constantly attacked cow Matazela and her calf
and ended up by inflicting a large wound on the cow on her hind
quarters and a great deal of difficulty was experienced in treating
this wound which eventually healed up. As ,a result of this fighting
it was decided that the only alternative was to turn the bulls loose
before they could kill the two cows and the baby. Both bulls are
now living in the wild and are seen fairly frequently as they have
alrcady established a territory near the Park Headquarters and
at Rojerwero Causeway. The third bull which was turned Ioose
in the last calendar year has also been seen regularly in the
Leopard Rock/Murera Cate area.

18 leopards which had been killing stock in the up-country
arca were released in Meru National Park in the quarter ending
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30th September, 1971, and this gave-us-a total of 2-3 lcopards that
had be6n released within this Park during the last two years'

Although we have no evidence to prove whethcr all these leopards
remain&I within the Park we are sure that a good number ot
them are still within.

Most of the Tourists and local visitors who happened to be in
Meru National Park have been spell-bound by the density-and
varicty of game and particularly the big-five that- they have 

-been
able to see-within a day's drivc whilst in the Park. Some of the
large herds of buffaloes-which are common in this Park can now
be 

-approached by a vehicle with;n reasonable distance and lions
ur" ulio regularly seen especially on the Mu-guongo and Kindani
Plains where therL are several prides of over 15'
General:

The western boundary of the Park became over'grown during
the first quarter and we'had to widen the entire boundalY line
and re-grade it for a distance of 35 kilometers. Owing to thc new

circuits-of roads that have been cut durjng the last three years

the present Park M,ap has become ge-nerally out of date and the
new m,ap drawn will be sent to the Survey Department tqfry-y
prints. iV" hop" the new map will be ready within the 1972173

financial year.

There has been rapid progress on the construction of tltc new

100 bed Mulika Lodg-e af the Mulika Swamp and the.[ropard
Rock. T'he Leopard F.ock Safari Camp has been com-pl-etely re-

built by Meru ^County Council which 
-now 

consists of 6 double
bandas'fitted with ni:w equipments. The Lodge was formally
opened by the Minister toi Wltatite and Tourism, Hon. J M
Sirako on'the 22nd February, 1972, and bookings for the l-odge
started at the beginning of March and we are pleased to note.that
this particular lo-dge his provcd to be extremely-popular.3.nd th5
Meru G>unty Couicil must be commended {or-th9 splendid work
that they have put up in re-constructing this lodge to very high
standards.

MARINE NATIONAL PARK:

The sea was rough towards the 'kusi' season: the period
when everybody tries to clean and re-paint- their vessels and this
in fact is ihe time when our Warden and his staft become more
occupied in that potential poachers invade the area of the Park
and the Reserve which is less tempestuous. Fortunately the vigi'
lance of our rangers kept all forms of tresspass under control.
Between October and December the Marine Park was generally gay
with people from many parts of the world. Throughout the yeal
although- the weather was a little hot for those people who had
come from cooler countries. It was evident that the Tourists
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enjoyed our hot season because it was produced the tan they want-
ed. During the year, there were more holiday makers from
Kenya up-country than usual, and hotliers were well patronised.
Another colourful occasion was the 4th of December, when Kilifi
District Show run by A.S.K., was opened and our Warden partici-
pated in this Show inconjunction with the Game Department and
the Fisheries Department. The Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife's
Stand won first position in Government Trade stands. Items of
display included like fish and corals from the Marine Park in an
aquarium and the Game Department displayed animals from the
Nairobi Animal Orphanage and the Fisheries Department display-
ed preserved and dried fresh water fish.

Law Enforcement:

Three fishermen who were illegally in the Park were arrested
and fined Shs. 250/- each and this acted as a good deterrent to
other would-be poachers. The local fishermen who did
not appear to understand what we were trying to do however hit
Iack in November while the Warden was on leave. About 20
people purporting themselves to be lishermen attacked the Rangers
at Watamu and the Junior Assistant Warden informed the Police
after which appropriate and swift measures were taken to norma-
lise the situation.

On the 22nd February, 1972, two local African, and two
Italians were arrested 2 miles from the lagoon engaged in spear
fishing. These people purporting themselves to be fishermen
attacked Rangers. Dcspite conclusive evidence no prosecution was
cffected although the 4 people were arrested 2 miles from the
lagoon. They were released by the National Park Warden.

Amongst the important visitors who toured the Park during
thc period under review were members of the Trustees of Kenya

Nati,onal Parks who had one of their Full Board Meetings in
Malindi on May, 1972. President Kaunda's family visited the
Park when they were in Kenya for a holiday. Other important
visitors in the Park were Robert Higgins of the Smithsonian Insti-
tute, Washington D.C.; Mr. Robertson of World Wildlife Fund;
Hon. Mr. Ekra, Minister for Tourism and Wildlife, Ivory Coast:
Mrs. J. Koitie, wife of Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Tourism
and Wildlife: Capt. Kelly, Commander of Kenya Navy; Mr. &
Mrs. Robert Kan of the Council of Environmental Quality from
Washington D.C.; and many other dignitaries. Headquarters staff
of Kenya National Parks also visited the area.
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MOUNT ELGON NATIONAL PARK:

Poaching:

A forcst-sweeping type of anti poaching patrol started during
the last quarter of l97l and the method was elfective us it nets
the poachers, discovers their wire snares and scares off l'atent
poachers. Altogether 5 hideouts were discovered and destroyed.
A total of 34 inares were removed from the bush. Most of the
poachers use their dogs for hunting and a total of 6 dogs were
kltlea, one of them with a bell on the neck for the purpose of
warning the poachingers when the dog has killed an animal. This
method is, of course, a disadvantage to them as it warns our
patrols of thcir whereabouts.

Whilst poaching in Mount Elgon National Park has been
fought with all the means at our disposal, there remains a lot to be
done to eliminate poaching activities in the Park.

KITALE AGRICULTURAL SHOW:

Our stand, combined with the Game Department, Kitale won
a third prize cert'ficate. This was the first time for our Ministry's
stand to win a prize at Kitale and our sincere congratulations go
to all the staff who made this show a success, especially Mr. Daniel
Nyeki, our Assistant Warden, who devoted his time to completing
the nccessary ,arrangements in time.

Game News:

A uniformly coloured colobus was found abandoned by its
parents on 27th October, 1971. The baby was captured and
brought to the Park Headquarters, where it at first seemed to
be doing well. Unfortunately, the baby became sick after a few
days and it was taken to Kitale Veterinary Clinic and a fee of
fifteen shillings paid for its treatment. However, it died a day
later of unknown cause. Another young black and white colobus
found in the same state died after a lot of efforts to keep it com-
fortable in a cage.

Bushbuck:

An albino bushbuck is staying near Chepuyalili Caves. This
is a very interesting sight for anyone who has not seen a half-white
bushbuck. A totol of sixteen bushbucks perished in some old
latrine pits at the former Kimothon Village adjacent to the Park.
We immediately filled the pits with soil.

Vervet Monkeys:

An orphaned vervet monkey was brought to the headquarters
on 6th April, 1972. The monkey is doing well and has become a
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Iively receptionist tourists entering the Park.
Elephant:

Elephants in Mount Elgon National Park enter and stay in
the caves found in the Park. They rest in these caves in hundreds
and our officers noticed them licking the walls or blowing dust
over themselves. During the first week of June 1972, one of them
fell into a crevice in Kitum Cave by accident. The animal could
not extract itself and died. We recovered the tusks after the
tourists visiting the cave reportcd the incident to us.

Saiwa Swamp:

Saiwa Swamp is becoming increasingly popular as the best
place for seeing Sitatunga in Kenya. Both local and foreign visitors
to the Swamp have been on the increase and we are hopeful that
this area will be gazetted as a National Park next year.

SHIMBA HILLS NATIONAL PARK:

Bush Clearing:

It was necessary to clear the bush growing in an area of at
least 00 hect (hectares) betwecn No. 3-No. 6 to enlarge our
present grasslands. This will be extended in future if time allows
to the other areas that need similar extensions and we hope to
provide as much grass Iand as possible next year.

Animal Notes:

Roan Antelope:

During the period under review it was observed that there
were three established herds of roan with territorial claims: each
herd comprising of 4 to 6 animals. The number of roen frequently
observed during the period in review were approximately 17
animals, although we reckon the Reserve carries more Roan than
these.

Sable Antelope:

The officer in charge recorded that the sable antelope popu-
lation was on the incroase. At onc time over 44 animals were
counted at l-ongomagadl Camp Zone. We estimate these animals
to be well over 100 in the Reserve and after the rains lot of young
ones were born.

Other Animals:

Most species particularly buffaloes, clephants and plains
game took refuge in the Reserve to avoid wanton killing in the
neighbouring settlement. We received regular complaints from
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the farmr;rs that animals were destroying crops and in a few cascs

leopards and lions were reported as having mauled domcstic
anihals and frightened innocent people.

MOUNT KENYA AND ABERDARE NATIONAL PARKS:

Mount Kenya National Park - General:

The establishment of the new Headquarters at Naro Moru
and the organization and training of the Rescue Team have becn

basically tfie main occupation d-uring the year and teeping the

adminisiration abrcast with the fantastic rate of growth of tourists
that visit the Mountain.

Assistant Warden (Cadet) W. K. Labosso was posted to Naro
Moru on 6th October,'1971, where he supervised all road works,
buildings, partic:patcd on various rescues, and assisted with the
adminiJtrafion of sevcral rcscue training exercises for the Police
and Parks Personnel at Lukenya, Ndeiya, Hells Gate and linally
on the Nlountain. He was posted back to Meiga Headquartcrs at
the end <tf June, 1972.

Nunrerous National Mountain Rescue Committee Mcetings
and adhoc meet:ngs were held to organize and coordinatc the
rescue training programmes which involved close liaison with the
Police and the Austrian Embassy. We were indeed fortunate to
obtain the services of Mr. Phil Snyder, a very experienced Ameri-
can mountaineer. He was engaged by the Rescue Committe on a
daily paid basis, to closely supeivise, organize and train the Police
and-Parks Personncl at Lukenya, Ndeiya and Hells Gate. During
October, November and December he knocked the men into shape
and brought them up to a high degree of climbing ability that
enabled the trainees to absorb the second Austrian Training Mis-
sion schcduled to include the cruel rigours of the mountain. Mr.
Snyder was later engaged as an Asst. Warden.

In February, 1972, the second Austrian Training Mission
arrived and a training camp was set up in the Teleki Valley on the
mountain at 1,400 feet. The Austria Instructors assisted by Mr.
Phil Snyder spent four weeks teaching ice-snow-and-rock climbing
techniques at high altitudes including cold condition bivouacs.
The climax to the exercise was the successful ascent of the second
summit Nelion, 17,022 ft. by l4 tr,ainees (7 from each organization,

- Parks and Police). It was interesting to note that the original
groups consisted of 14 men from each organization, and after
dropouts 50f[, succeeded; further drop-outs are clearly expected.
The mountain conditions were not popular with a number of the
softer hearted men, who grasped any excuse to leave the mountain.
The tough ones however became confldent and proved thmselves
very gocid, efficient and able. Further training continucd on the
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mountain after the Austrian team departed, in preparation for the
final Austrian Mission schedule for October, 1972.

Mountain Rescues and Searchers:

Several emergencies occurred during the year under review,
with one death involving an elderly Germ,an, Doctor Hans Hoff-
mann, who died from a heart attack whilst in the Teleki valley at
14,000 feet on the 20th January, 1972. His body was carried down
the mountain. On lttth October, 19'11, a member of a Royal
Marine Detachment, Marine Merritt was carried down from Top
Hut, suffering from pulmonary oedema. Airdrops of the drug
Lastix were made, which facilitated early administration and
Marine Merritt quickly recovercd at the Consolata Mission
Hospital at Nyeri.

On the 9th December, 1971, a German climber was carr:ed
down the mountain, after which he too made a rapid recovery
from pulmonary oedema. Fortunately he was evacuated during
the early stages and treated with Lastix, an important diuretic
vital in the troatment of this dreaded attack.

On 26th December, 1971, a young African boy of 19 years
ruamed Jasper Imwene Osang'ri was carried down suffering from
a very severe and vcry advanced condrtion of pulmonary oedema.
The Warden made airdrops of Lastix and we successfully got thc
paticnt to the Consolata Hospital, where Xrays rcvealed an
cxtrcmely serious condition showing over 90(/t' blood fluid conges-
tion of the lungs. Hc was treated with the aid of the new positive
pressurc cyclator, and he made a total recovery within ,a wcek.

On 22nd July, 1972, a Game Warden, Mr. Shadracl< Oltonc
who rvas accompanying Assistant Warden John Muh,anga on the
mountain, replenishing drug and oxygen supplies, developed early
synrptoms of pulmonary oedema. Fortunately Assistant Warden
Mult'rnga acted quicl<ly and adnrinistercd Lastix, in response to
rvhiclr Mr. Oltome recovered, and was able to dcscend with lim:ted
assistance.

On 7th March, 1972, two Gerntan climbers were lost on the
upper rcachcs of the Sirimon route. Fortunately they were quickly
traccd by aircraft, without serious mishap.

ln late lune, 1972, a Canadian climber was lost on the moun-
tain for nine days. He had taken a c:rcuitous route around the
Entrance atc avoiding the paytnent of entrance and camping fces.
I{c bccamc involvcd in snowstorms in the vicinity of the nain
pcakl; and finally aftcr many days returned to Naro Moru Gate,
just at wc were in thc process of mounting a search operation on
titc strength of inforntation rcceived front the workmen engagcd on
the bridge building, who had seen him. They had originally thought
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that hc was bona fide, but thetr suspicious became arous:d scvcral

Juyi iutr,. when thcy realizcd the ciimber was alone' We rcleased

[fi ;ij, a reprimLnd as we considered that he had suffered

cnough and had leamt from h's stupidity.

The Mountain continues to grow in popularity and a corres-
ponding increasc in emcrgencies must be enticipated. Wc-arc.con-
hdent t-hat our resources,-cxperience and high standard of training
of the Rescue Team will be more than capable of mccting up
with all eventualities. Around and atop the Mountain; P'ark firc
dangcr u,as low due to high and coustant rains.

Crime:

A total of 8 cascs were takeu to cotlrt during the year, all
involvingJ petty c,ascs of kuni cutting, trespass and honey hunting.

Pattols have operated in all arcas throughout the year,. and
no doubt thcse activities have proved a deterrent to any would bc
poachcrs. Poaching in the Aberdare Park has never constituted
iny.major threat, ind would well appear to be now at an all time
mtnlmunl.

Mount Kenya National Park:

Work carried out included road maintenance, involving much
grading, bulldozing and widening of both the Naro Moru and
Sirimo., tracks peiiodically dur;ng the year, in conjunction- with
roadside bush clcaring. Continuous rain caused considerabe havoc
on the rr>ads and much repetitive work has to be done.

Seven four roomed permanent houses for staff were completcd-
Two further buildings consisting of a two roomed Gate Office and
Rangcr room, and 

-another main store and Assistant Warden's
Offici v'ere also constructed. Rhino gates were installed and a
permanent engine room constructed. The staff are very comfortably
accommodated now, and work continues re-erecting, on a more
permanent basis, some of the old off-cut temporary house' The
Naro Moru Headquarters is now looking very attractive, set among
the large forest tiees and the log cabin type houses in keeping
with the mountain background.

Percival's Bridge on the Naro Moru route was completely re'
built, strengthened and widened, now that heavy machinery has
to gain access to the upper roaches of the road.

A start has been made on the construction of three visitors
cabins situated at the head of the Naro Moru track. These cabins
will contain l0 bunks each and will accommodate 30 visitors.
This accommodation will enable visitors to stay at a road head,
thereby preventing frequent last minute rushes up the Mountain
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and will theoretically reduce thc incidence of pulmonary oedema
cases.

The Mountain Club of Kenya have commenced carrying the
materials for the new Austria Hut, and construction will start
shortly at the site of the Arthur Firmin Memorial Hut that was
burnt down accidently in December,l97l.

Aberdare National Rark - General:

Rainfall is a decisive factor in these high mountainous
zones and minor jobs frequently assume major proportions at such
times, and work programmes totally upset and help up for long
periods. We have below a rainfall chart showing the amount of
r,ain around the Park. These figures are interesting and clearly
illustrate the long periods of wet seasons prevailing, particularly
in the higher zones.

Airfield maintenance has been carried out and work has
commenced on the construction of a new airfield at Fort Jerusalem
at an ,altitude of 10,500 feet. This will be the highest airfield in
East Africa and will serve as a firefighting operations base, and
other park administrative operations including anti-poaching
patrols.

Treetops Hotel and The Ark:

Both Lodges have done exceedingly well, with Treetops being
full most nights of the year, and the Ark proving progressively
more popular as its reputation continues to grow.

Game attendance has been phenomenal at both t-odges, with
the elusive bongo antelope and leopards showing themselves at
very regular intervals at the Ark in particular.

As usual both Lodges continue to have a great appeal to many
dignitaries ,and important members of States from all over the
world, who never fail to enjoy the relaxing atmosphere prevalent
in the mountain forest environment.

Notable visitors includcd Mr. Spr:o Agnew, the American
Vice-President, who was met on arrival by a large bull elephant.
He was later entertained by a rather lengthy performance of two
rhino's making violent love. Mr. Karan Singh, the Minister of
Tourism and Civil Aviation from New Delhi, accompanied by the
Indian High Commissioner, enjoyed a very successful game view-
ing night. The Zaire Chief Game Warden M,ama Lesingina spent
a comfortable night at the Ark.

Fireplan:

Suitable conditions prevailed during October, 1971, with the
result that we were able to carry out very extensive control burninl;
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over most of the Aberdare moorlands, in conjunction with the
Forest Departmcnt. The opcrations were controlled both from the
air and on the ground, and proved to be very successfu.l burning
a mass of accu-mulated dead grass and vegetational littcr. The
fircs were followcd immediately-by good rain, with the result that
no high fire risk occurrcd during fhC following fire.scason, and. the
positi6n is likely to remain secuie for at least another two or three
years.

Mr. Helmut Senn, a well known clble car Engineer frorn
Austria visited both the Mountain Parks in May, 1972, on a

scheme arranged between the Kenyan and the Austrian Govcrn-
ments to carr! out a feasibility study and survey into the possibili-
ties of cable car install.ations to enhance tourism. His report will
be presented to the Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife in due
course.

Aberdare N ational Park:

Mweiga HQ
Mweiga HQ
Gatc
Wanciarc C,rtc
Magura River
Karuru River

Quecns (West)
Gate
Treetops Gate

Culvert Camp
Fort Jerusalem
Miogo River
Kiandongoro Gate
Ark Gate
Rionge Hill
Nyeri Chania River
Kurase Hill
Rivcr

347.5 mm
347 mm

567.8 mm
850.9 mm
863.6 mm
894.7 mm

395.3 mm

727.4
914.4
939.8
968.4
458.9
762.0
tt 12.8
787.4

mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm
mm

New National Parks:

The Trustees completed much ground work towards even-
tual gazettement of new National Parks and we are_happ-y to
reporl that subiect to all things remaining unaltered, East T ake
Ruaolf ; Saiwa Swamp; and Amboseli will be gazetted a9 Nat!91q1
Parks and sometime in the future other areas like Kisiti;
Kiunga; Lake Hannington; Mount Suswa; Hell's Gate, etc. that
are c-urrently under investigation might be gazetted as National
Parks or National Reserves.

M. HYDER

Chairman

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF KENYA NATIONAL PARKS
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