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I.O PREFACE

Mr. Speaker 5ir,

onbehalfoftheDepartmentalCommitteeonAgriculture,Livestockandcooperatives

and pursuant to provisions of Standing order 199 (5)' it is my pleasant privilege and

honourtopresenttothisHousetheReportoftheCommitteeonthevisittoMauritiuson

the First IORA Blue Economy Conference held on 2^d -3'd September' 2015 in Meridien'

Pointe Aux Pr'menI, Mauritius

t h eir sta ted obiect ives;

LI Committee Mandate

The Departmental Committee on Agriculture' Livestock and Co-operatives is

established pursuant to Provitions of Standing Order 216 (5)' Under the

provisions of Standing Order 216 (5) the Committee is mandated to:-

(a). inven4arc' inquire into' and rePort on all mattert relating to the

mandate, management' activitiet' administration' operationt and

estimatet of the attigned Ministries and departmentt;

(b). study the Programme and policy obiectives of the Ministries and

dePartmentt and the effectiveness of the implementation:

(c). study and review all legislation referred to it;

(d). study, assess and analyse the relative success of the Ministries and

departmentt at meatured by the results obtained as compared with

(e). investigate and inquire into atl mattert relating to the assigned

Ministriet and departments as they may deem necessary' and as may

be referred to them bY the House;

vet and rePort on all appointments where the Constitution or any

other law requires the National Assembly to aPProve' excePt thote

under ttanding Order 204 (Committee on Appointmenti; and

make reports and recommendations to the House as often as

possible, including recommendation of proposed legislation'

(f).

1
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The committee is also mandated to scrutinize the budget of line Ministries and
Departments as provided under Standing Order No. 235.

The Departmental Committee on Agriculture, Livestock
oversees the performance of the following Ministries
department:-

and

and
Co-operatives

C'overn ment

Under the above Ministries, the Committee covers the following subjects;

(i) Agriculture policy
(ii) Livestock policy
(iii) Fisheries policy
(iv) Cooperativesocieties

1.2 Committee Membership
The Committee comprises the following Members:-

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

Agricu ltu re,
Livestock,
lrrigat ion,
Fisheries development,
Co-operatives development, and
Production and marketing.

The Hon. Adan Mohamed Nooru, MBS, M.P.-
The Hon. Japhet M. Kareke Mbiuki, M.P.
The Hon. Mary Wambui Munene, M.P.
The Hon. Kabando Wa Kabando. M.P.
The Hon. Raphael Letimalo, M.P.
The Hon. Patrick Wangamati, M. P.

The Hon. Francis Munyua Waititu. M. P.

The Hon. Peter Njuguna Citau, M. P.

The Hon. Maison Leshoomo, M.P.
The Hon. Anthony Kimani lchung'wah, M.P.
The Hon. Alfred Kiptoo Keter, M.P.
The Hon. Ayub Savula Angatia, M.P.
The Hon. Justice Kemei. M.P.
The Hon. Philip L. R. Rotino, M.P.
The Hon. Korei Ole Lemein. M.P.
The Hon. Silas Tiren, M.P.
The Hon. Benjamin Jomo Washiali. M.P.
The Hon. (Dr.) Victor Kioko Munyaka. M.P.

l.
2.

3.

4.

5,

6.

7.

.,.

9.

10.

ll.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

lB.
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19.

20.
21.

22.

z).
24.

25.

26.

27.

zo.

29.

The Hon. John Bomet Serut, M'P'

The Hon. Millie Odhiambo - Mabona' M'P'

The Hon. Fredrick Outa, M'P'

The Hon. Maanzo' Daniel Kitonga' M'P'

The Hon. James OPiYo WandaYi' M'P'

The Hon. Ferdinand Kevin Wanyonyi' M'P'

The Hon. Paul 5imba Arati' M'P'

The Hon. Florence Mwikali Mutua' M'P'

The Hon. Hezron Bollo Awiti. M'P'

The Hon. John Kobado, M'P'

The Hon. Zuleikha Hassan Juma, M'P'

1.3 Visit to Mauritiut (First IORA Blue Economy Conference)

A Kenyan delegation ParticiPated in the First IORA Blue Economy Conference that was

held in Mauritius from 2'dto 3'd September' 2015' The theme of the conference was

" Enhancing Btue Economy Coopiation for Sustainable Development in the IORA Region

for economic growth"

The delegation comprised the following:-

National AssemblY

1. Hon. Zuleikha Juma Hassan, M'P - Leader of Delegation

2. Hon. Hezron Awiti Bollo, M'P - Member

3. Mr. Ahmad Adan Culiye - Committee Clerk & Delegation Secretary

State Department of Fisheries Ministry of Agriculture' Livestock and Fisheries

1. Dr, BettY NYonje

2. Mr. John Omingo

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and lnternational Trade

l. Mr. Joshua M. Mugodo

2. Mr. Boniface Makau -

1.4 Objectives of the Conference:

The objectives of the conference were:

(i) To share experiences and best practices on local and regional initiatives related to

the following four PrioritY areas;
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1.5

a) Fisheries and Aquaculture- "Regional cooperation for sustainable Fisheries &
Aquaculture Management in the lndian Ocean":

b) Renewable Ocean Energy: "Exploring regional opportunities for Renewable
Ocean Energy in the lndian Ocean region";

c) Offshore Hydrocarbons and Seabed Minerals: "Towards developing the
Offshore Hydrocarbons and Seabed Minerals sector in the lndian Ocean
region"l and

d) Seaport and Shipping; "Enhancing Seaport & 5hipping management facilities
in the lndian Ocean Rim region".

(ii) To coordinate the development of the IORA Blue Economy Core Croup, including
a framework for research exchanges in Member States.

(iii)To provide support for networking measures in the form of several workshops to
promote cooperation activities.

Observations

Arising from the discussions, the delegates observed the need for Member states to
embark on the followingl

(i) Enhance capacity building programmer for promoting fisheries and aquaculture
development in the lndian Ocean Region;

(ii) Promote private and public partnership in fisheries and aquaculture in the lndian
Ocean Region;

(iii) Strengthen cooperation in research and development to promote fisheries and
aquaculture in the lndian Ocean Region;

(iv) create a database of experts, expertise and institutions in the lndian ocean
Region with the assistance of the Secretariat;

(v) ldentify capacities and needs of Member States regarding responsible deep sea
fishing;

(vi) Improve safety and quality of fish and fish products through the strengthening of
guidelines;

(vii) Promote joint collaboration in developing fisheries rector among IORA Member
States, Dialogue Partners and lnternational Organisations;

(viii)lmprove the investment climate and business environment in aquaculture among
IORA Member States:

(ix) Promote best practices and exchange of information on laws and regulations on
sustainable fishing practices, including lllegal Unreported and Unregulated (lUU)
fishing.



1.6 Declarations/Resolutions:

The delegates came uP

consultative fora;

with the following declarations arising from the two day

That the Member States of IORA will be guided by the following principles in our shared

goal to foster the tustainable development of the Blue Economy in the lndian Ocean

Region:

(i) The Blue Economy paradigm is founded on the ecosystem approach' including

science-based conservation of marine resources and ecosystems, as a means to

realize sustainable develoPment;

(ii)loRA.sPrioritysector'oftheBlueEconomy,including:FisheriesandAquaculture:
Renewable Ocean Energy: Seaports and Shipping; and Offshore Hydrocarbons and

seabed Minerals that should be developed in an environmentally sound manner

for the socio-economic benefit of the population:

(iii)Sustainable use of marine resources of the lndian Ocean should be carried out

according to lnternational law including UNCLOS and the Convention on

Biological DiversitY:

(iv)Member States are also encouraged to consider formulating measures for the

development of the Blue Economy in a sustainable manner;

(v) Cooperation by IORA Member States on data collection and development of

environmentalbaselinescouldensurea'trongfoundationforinformeddecision
making and PolicY develoPment;

(vi)loRAMemberStatesshallPromotesustainablefisheriesincludingcombatinglllegal
Unreported and Unregulated (lUU) fishing;

(vii)Theroleofthe|ORABlueEconomyCoreGroupthatwillfocuson:Fisheriesand
Aquaculturer Renewable Ocean Energy; Seaportt and Shipping; and Offshore

Hydrocarbons and Seabed Minerals; to promote the Blue Economy as a driver for

sustainable development; research and development; investment' technology

transfer and caPacity building should be encouraged so at to explore the full
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potential of the oceans and to enrure rustainable development in the lndian
Ocean Rim region;

(viii) IORA Member States should attach higher importance on the sustainable
development of the Blue Economy and be encouraged to strengthen networking,
the exchange of experiences and best practices in relation to the development of
the Blue Economy in the lndian Ocean Rim region;

(ix)Member States and Dialogue Partners should be encouraged to facilitate and
allocate the availability of sufficient fundingfrom all sources to promote mutual
cooperation and technology transfer with regards to the sustainable development
of the BIue Economy in the lndian Ocean Rim Region;

(x) The sustainable development of the IORA prioritysectors of the BIue Economy in
the lndian Ocean Region would contribute to: food security; poverty alleviation;
the mitigation of and resilience to the impacts of climate change; enhanced trade
and investment: enhanced maritime connectivity: economic diversification; job
creation and socio-economic growth;

(xi)The empowerment of women and facilitation of micro, small and medium
enterprises to participate in the development of the Blue Economy is essential to
equitable and sustainable economic growth;

(xiii) The need to involve Public-Private Partnership to enhance productivity and
marketing efforts in different sectors of the Blue Economy:

(xiv) The need to ret-up or reviseexisting regional regulatory frameworks and
governance with regard to development of the Blue Economy in the region,
drawing upon exiJting case studies and experience where it exists:

(xv) The participation of Multilateral Organizations can make a valuable contribution
to the ,ustainable development of the Blue Economy;

(xvi) Blue Economy development in Member States would create a conducive business

environment and attract foreign investment to boort growth;

6

(xii) lmproving research, networking, and promoting researchers' exchange
programmet among the Member States and Dialogue Partners is vital to ensure
suttained development in the region: taking advantage of the upcoming UNESCO
lndian Ocean Expedition ll (lOEll) as endorsed by the 2Ol4 Perth Communiqu6t



(xvii) Member States and Dialogue Partners should promote capacity building for the

development of professional skills for the sustainable development and sound

environmental management of different Jectors in the Blue Economy'

7
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2.0 BACKGROUND:

TheOceansaccountsforaroundT5o/ooftheworld'ssurfaceareaandconstitutemore
than 95olo of the biospher" p,",iai"e a substantial portion of the global population with

food and livelihoods and are main rieans of transport for 80o/o of global trade'

ln light of the Srowing global interest in the Blue Economy' the Au(ralian Fo':igl 
...

MinistertheHonorableJutieBishop'introducedtheBlueEconomythemeatthe.l4lh
IORA Ministerial Meeting in Perth in October 2014'

The6overnmentofMauritiusincollaborationwiththelndianoceanRimAssociation(loRA)held
the First loRA Ministeriat air" r.ono.y conference with the theme "Enhancing Blue Economy

CooperationforSustainableDu,etop.entintheIoRARegion''.Theconferencewasheldat/e
Meridlen,PointeauxPiment',RepubticofMauritius,2-3September20l5'

The..BlueEconomy''isanewcomprehensiveconcept'incorporatingthe..oceanEconomy'..
environmentandsustainabilitytoprovidebasichumanneedssuchaspotablewater'food.jobsand
habitable shelter.

The Fir,. loRA Ministerial Blue Economy conference (BEC) brought together Member States and

Dialogue partners of the rnaian o."un Ri* Association in order to promote Blue Economy in the

inciian Ocean region.

TheFirst|ORABlueEconomyConferencefocusedonfourpriorityareasnamely:

(i) Fisheries & Aquaculture
(ii) Renewable Ocean EnergY

(iii) SeaPorts & 5hiPPing and
(iv) Seabed Exploration & Minerals

3.0 THEMES DELIBERATIONS

3.I FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE- 
.REGIONAL COOPERATION

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES & AQUACULTURE MANAGEMENT IN

INDIAN OCEAN"

FOR

THE

Fisheries, which are vital oceanic resources that form the core of the blue economy' are

one of the main resources of the lndian Ocean which provide food to hundreds of

millions of people and greatly contribute to the livelihoods of coastal communities' lt

plays an important role in ensuring food security' poverty alleviation and also has a huge

potential for business opportunities' There has been a strong increase in fish production

from 861,000 tons in 1950 to l1'5 million tons in 2Ol0 and the world's total demand for

9



3.2 RENEWABLE OCEAN ENER6Y.'EXPLORIN6 REGIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
FOR RENEWABLE OCEAN ENER6Y IN THE INDIAN OCEAN REGION"

The world population is expected to increase to an estimated 9 billion people in 2050,
which is 1.5 times greater than the current population, resulting in an increase in
countries' demands on fossil fuels.Recently there has been a collapse in the price of crude
oil, but the possibility of an eventual normalization (of return to higher prices) should not
be disregarded and thus neceisitates the continued attention of loRA Member states to
consider alternative renewable sources of energy. Renewable sources of energy such as
solar and wind are already being implemented worldwide. However. additional
incentives in renewable energy are strongly in demand to further decrease the burden on
fossil fuels. The time is therefore appropriate to explore the potential of renewable
energy derived from the ocean. The sea offers vast potential for renewable "blue energy"
production from wind, wave, tidal, thermal and biomass 5ources.

ln line with the above efforts, it is also proposed to bring together the offshore oii and
cas community together with the renewable ocean energy community to undertake a

gap analysis in relation to oil and cas exploration. ln this regard the potential for the
development of the offshore oil and gas industry in the lndian ocean region should also
be taken into consideration.

10

fish and fisheries products is expected to rise from 50 million to lg3 million tons in 2015,
with aquaculture activitiei predicted to cover about 7 3o/o of this increase.

Aquaculture, which offers huge potential for the provision of food and livelihoods, will
under the blue economy incorporate the value of the natural capital in its development,
respecting ecological parameters throughout rhe cycle of production, creating sustainable,
decent employment and offering high value commodities for export.

To meet the increasing public demand in seafood products, natural fisheries resources are
being overexploited and t hreatened.Therefore, the urgent need to find a balance
between population need and environmental health has provided impetui to the
promotion of sustainable fishing and aquaculture. well-managed fisheries can deliver
billions more in value and millions of tons more fish each year. while aquaculture has the
potential for continued strong growth to supply the food requirements of a growing
world.



3.3 OFFSHORE HYDROCARBONS AND SEABED MINERALS 'TOWARDS

DEVELOPING THE OFFSHORE HYDROCARBONS AND SEABED

MINERALS SECTOR IN THE INDIAN OCEAN REGION"

withthedecreasinginlandmineraldepositsandincreasingindustrialdemands,much
attentionisbeinggearedtowardsthe5eabedformineralexplorationandmining.The
seabed contains minerals that represent a rapidly developing opportunity for economic

development in both the Exclusive Economic Zones of coastal nations and beyond the

limits of national )urisdiction. Seabed exploration in the lndian ocean has already started

but the major constraints in the commercialization of these resource5 lie in the fact that

Member States have limited data on the resources their exclusive economic zone (EEZ)

possesses, lack capacity for exploration' mining and processing of these minerals'

Therefore.improvedinformationisneededtoassessPotentialacrosstheregion.

3.4 SEAPORT AND SHIPPING- 'ENHANCING SEAPORT & SHIPPING

MANAGEMENT FACILITIES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN RIM RECION"

TheseaportandmaritimetranJportsectorisoneoftheimportantprioritysectorunder
theBlueEconomy'whichisgainingincreasinglyconsiderationandattentionofMember
states. ln spite of the continuouJ rise of maritime transPort and shipping transactions in

the region, uneven distribution of trade exists among the rim countries' where oniy a

handful of them are able to retain trade and investment and benefiting economically

from the maritime exchanges and transportation' Most of the others' mostly located in

theAfricanresionstruSSletokeeppacewiththerapiddevelopmentandcomplexityof
maritime trade as they face challenges in terms of congestion' new information

technologyandequipment,improvementofportinfrastructuresandprofessionalservices
toshipping.lnthisregard,regionalcooperationprevailsasavitalstrategytounlocking
the bottlenecks to ports development and maritime economy expansion in the lndian

oceansoastoenhancebluegrowththrougheconomiccooPerationandtraderelations
between Member States.

4.0 OBSERVATION5:
Arising from the discussions. the delegation noted that there is need to:

fi) Enhance capacity building programmes for promoting fisheries and aquaculture

development in the lndian Ocean Region:

(ii)Promoteprlvateandpublicpartnershipsinfisheriesandaquacultureinthelndian
Ocean Region;

11



(iii) strengthen cooperation in research and development to promote fisheries and
aquaculture in the lndian Ocean Region;

(iv) The Secretariat with the assistance of Member States, is encouraged to create a
database of experts, expertise and institutionr in the Indian Ocean Region;

(v) To identify capacities and needs of Member States regarding responsible deep sea

fishing:

(vi) Improve safety and quality of fish and fish products through the strengthening of
guidelines:

(vii) Promote joint collaboration in developing fisheries sector among IORA Member
5tates, Dialogue Partners and lnternational Organisations;

(viii) lmprove the investment climate and business environment in aquaculture among
IORA Member States

(ix) To promote best practices and exchange of information on laws and regulations
on sustainable fishing practices, including lllegal Unreported and Unregulated
(lUU) fishing.

(x) Enhance capacity building programmes for renewable ocean energy and
technologies in the lndian Ocean Region:

(xi) Promote cooperation, networking and transfer of technologies on renewable
ocean energy between IORA Member States, Dialogue Partners and international
organisationsi

(xii) Promote research and development in renewable ocean energy; and,

(xiii) The IORA Secretariat, with the assistance of Member States, is encouraged to
assess and create a database on renewable ocean energy resources in the lndian
Ocean Region.

(xiv) Enhance capacity building programmes, transfer of technology and science-based
research and development on seabed minerals among Member States and
Dialogue Partners in the lndian Ocean Region;

(xv) Promote Private-Public partnerships on offshore hydrocarbons and seabed
minerals in the lndian Ocean Region

(xvi) Consider measures to improve ship registration in the lndian Ocean Region;

1,2



(xvii) Promote cooPeration in the seaport and shipping sector in the lndian Ocean

Region, including cooperation for ship building, seaport logistics' among other

potential areas of cooPerationi

(xviii) Enhance caPacity building ProSrammes on seaport and shipping sectors in the

lndian Ocean Region;

(xix) Promote cruise tourism in the lndian Ocean Region;

(xx)PromoteseaPortsconnectivityandcoastalshippinginthelndianOceanRegion:

5.0 DECLARATION5:

The delegates adopted the following declarations that emanated from the discussions:

wE, the Ministers and representatives of the Member states of the lndian ocean Rim

Association (hereinafter referred to as "loRA"), Australia, Bangladesh, comoros, lndia,

lndonesia,Kenya,Madagascar'Mauritius.Mozambique.sultanateofoman'Seychelles.
Singapore, South Africa, 5ri Lanka'

attended the First IORA Ministerial

5eptember 20'l 5:

Tanzania, Thailand and United Arab Emirates

Blue Economy Conference in Mauritius on 2 - 3

RECOCNISING the importance of the Blue Economy vis-a-vis :

oFisheriesandAquaculturetoensurefoodsecurityandcontributetopoverty
alleviation and sustainable livelihoodsl

o Renewable Ocean Energy to reduce the cost of energy and to mitigate and

adapt to the impact of climate change;

o Seaport and 5hipping to Promote trade' investment and maritime

connectivity in the lndian Ocean Rim region; and'

o Offshore Hydrocarbons and Seabed Minerals to foster new business

opportunities and attract investment in the lndian Ocean:

RECOCNISINC the need of Member states and Dialogue Partners to promote

proper management of marine resources and enhance capacity building in

developingcountries,SmalllslandDevelopingStates(51D5)andLeastDeveloped
Countries (LDCs):

REAFFIRMINC IORA's role to promote collaboration and cooperation in the Blue

Economy for balanced economic development among IORA Member States and

Dialogue Partners;

13



ENCOURAGINC IORA Member States and Dialogue Partners to enhance capacity
for theprotection of coastal areas, marine environment and resources to ensure

sustainable development in the lndian Ocean Rim region;

RECALLINC the Rio +20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on 20 - 22 )une 2012, that integrates social,

economic and environmental goals and objectives for decision-making;

RECALLINC the IORA Perth Principles for peaceful, productive and sustainable use

of the lndian Ocean and its resources agreed by IORA Ministers in Perth. Australla
on l November 2Ol3; and the IORA Economic Declaration adopted by IORA
Ministers in Perth on 9 October 2014 which recognized the blue economy is

emerging as a common source of growth, innovation and job creation for the
lndian Ocean Region;

RECALLING the establishment of the Blue Economy Core Croup and the conduct
of the preparatory workshops for the First IORA Ministerial Blue Economy

Conference (B EC) including: (i) The IORA Blue Economy Core Croup Workshop
on "Promoting Fisheries & Aquaculture and Maritime Safety & Security

Cooperation in lndian Ocean Region"that was held in Durban, 5outh Africa, on 4
- 5 May 2Ol5: (ii) The lndian Ocean Region Workshop on "Exploration and

Development of Seabed Minerals and Hydrocarboni; Current Capability and

Emerging Science Needs" that took place in Bali, lndonesia from 26 - 27 )uly 2015

and (iii) the IORA Dialogue on the Blue Economy in 6oa, lndia on l7-'18 August,

2015:

RECALLING the Third lnternational Conference on Financing for Development
that war held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from l3-16 July 2015 that holistically
looked at financing for development acrosJ three dimensions and addressed the
way in which inclusive growth and sustainable development can be achieved to
address issues including sustainable energy; climate change; disaster risk reductionl
oceans and seas; food security and nutrition; sustainable transportationi gender

equality and women's empowerment; and, biodiversity;

RECOCNISINC the importance of the proposed Sustainable Development 6oals
(5DCs) for the BIue Economy, especially for the conservation and sustainable use

of the oceans, seas and marine resources for development;

RECALLINC IORA's commitment to develop a common vision in making the Blue

Economy an engine for sustainable development and sound environmental
management in the lndian Ocean Region:

14



RECONFIRMIN6 IORA's belief in promoting an innovative and sustainable Blue

Economy in the lndian Ocean Region;

COMMITTING to an optimization of the populationr' benefit from the economic

activity of the ocean;

REITERATING the importance of IORA's cooperation and engagement with

Dialogue Partners, relevant international and regional organizations, the private

sector, and civil society in delivering BIue Economy objectives;

HEREBY DECLARE AS FOLLOWS:

That the Member States of loRA will be guided by the following principles in our shared

goal to foster the sustainable development of the Blue Economy in the lndian Ocean

Region:

(i) The Blue Economy paradigm is founded on the ecotyitem approach' including

science-based conservation of marine resources and ecosystemJ' as a means to

realize sustainable development:

(ii) IORA's priority sectors of the Blue Economy, including: Fisheries and Aquaculturel

Renewable Ocean Energy: Seaports and 5hipping; and Offshore Hydrocarbons and

Seabed Minerals that should be developed in an environmentally sound rranrrer

for the socio-economic benefit of the populationl

(iii)Sustainable use of marine resources of the lndian ocean should be carried out

according to international law including UNCLO5 and the Convention on

Biological Diversity;

(iv) Member States are also encouraged to consider formulating measures for the

development of the Blue Economy in a sustainable mannerl

(v) Cooperation by IORA Member States on data collection and development of

environmental baselines could ensure a ttronS foundation for informed decision

making and policy develoPment;

(vi)IORA Member States shall promote sustainable fisheries including combating lllegal

Unreported and Unregulated (lUU) fishinS;

(vii) The role of the loRA Blue Economy core 6roup that will focus on: Fisheries and

Aquaculture; Renewable Ocean Energy; Seaports and Shippingl and Offshore

Hydrocarbons and Seabed Minerals; to promote the Blue Economy as a driver for

sustainable development: research and developmentl investment, technology

15



transfer and capacity building shourd be encouraged so as to explore the fu
potential of the oceans and to ensure
Ocean Rim region;

suJtainable development in the lndian

(viii) Kenya should attach higher importance on the sustainable development of the
Blue Economy and be encouraged to strengthen networking, the exchange of
experiences and best practices in relation to the development of the Blue Economy
in the lndian Ocean Rim region;

(ix) Kenya and Dialogue Partners should be encouraged to facilitate and allocate the
availability of sufficient fundingfrom all sources to promote mutual cooperation
and technology transfer with regards to the sustainable development of the Blue
Economy in the lndian Ocean Rim Region;

(x) The sustainable development of the loRA prioritysectors of the Blue Economy in
the lndian ocean Region would contribute to: food security: poverty alleviation;
the mitigation of and resilience to the impacts of climate change: enhanced trade
and investment; enhanced maritime connectivity; economic cliversification; job
creation and socio-economic growth;

(xi) The covernment should ensure empowerment of women and facilitation of
micro, small and medium enterprises to participate in the development of the Blue
Economy ir essential to equitable and sustainable economic growth:

(xii) lmproving research, networking, and promoting researchers' exchange
programmes among the Member States and Dialogue partners is vital to ensure
sustained development in the region: taking advantage of the upcoming uNEsco
lndian ocean Expedition Il (loEll) as endorsed by the 2014 perth communiqud;

(xiii) covernment need to involve public-private partnership to enhance productivity
and marketing efforts in different sectors of the Blue Economy:

(xiv) c,overnment need to iet-up or revise exirting regional regulatory frameworks
and governance with regard to development of the Blue Economy in the region,
drawing upon existing case studies and experience where it exists;

(xv) Kenya Government participation of Multilateral organizations can make
valuable contribution to the sustainable development of the Blue Economy;

a
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potential of the oceanJ and to ensure sustainable development in the lndian

Ocean Rim region;

(viii) IORA Member States should attach higher importance on the sustainable

development of the Blue Economy and be encouraged to strengthen networking,

the exchange of experiences and best Practices in relation to the development of

the Blue Economy in the lndian Ocean Rim region;

(ix)Member States and Dialogue Partners should be encouraged to facilitate and

allocate the availability of sufficient fundingfrom all sources to promote mutual

cooperation and technology transfer with regards to the suttainable development

of the Blue Economy in the lndian Ocean Rim Region;

(x) The sustainable development of the IORA prioritysectors of the Blue Economy in

the lndian Ocean Region would contribute to: food security; poverty alleviationl

the mitiSation of and resilience to the impacts of climate change; enhanced trade

and investment: enhanced maritime connectivity; economic diversification; job

creation and socio-economic growth;

(xi)The empowerment of women and facilitation of micro, small and medium

enterprises to participate in the development of the Blue Economy is essential to

equitable and sustainable economic growth;

(xii) Improving research, networking, and promoting researchers' exchange

programmes among the Member States and Dialogue Partners is vital to ensure

sustained development in the region: taking advantage of the ttpcoming UNE5CO

lndian Ocean Expedition ll (lOEll) as endorsed by the 2014 Perth Communiqu6;

(xiii) The need to involve Public-Private Partnership to enhance productivity and

marketing efforts in different sectors of the Blue Economy;

(xiv) The need to set-up or reviseexisting regional regulatory frameworks and

governance with regard to development of the Blue Economy in the region,

drawing upon existing case studies and experience where it exists:

(xv)The participation of Multilateral organizations can make a valuable contribution

to the sustainable development of the Blue Economy;

(xvi) Blue Economy development in Member States would create a conducive business

environment and attract foreiSn investment to boost growth;

i,



(xvii) Member States and Dialogue Partners should promote capacity building for the

development of professional skills for the sustainable development and sound

environmental management of different sectorJ in the Blue Economy'
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2.0 BACKGROUND:

TheOceansaccountsforaroundT5o/ooftheworld.ssurfaceareaandconstitutemore
than 95olo of the biosphere jroviding a substantial portion of the global PoPulation with

food and livelihoods and are main rieans of transPort for 80o/o of global trade'

ln light of the growing global interest in the BIue Economy' the Australian Foreign 
-

Minister the Hlnorable Julie Bishop, introduced the Blue Economy theme at the l4th

IORA Ministerial Meeting in Perth in October 2014'

The Covernment of Mauritius in collaboration with the lndian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) held

the First loRA Ministerlal Blue Economy conference with the theme "Enhancing Blue Economy

ioop"*tion for Sustainable D"r"top."nt in the loRA Region". The conference was held at /e

ttteridien. Pointe aux Pimentr, Republic of Mauritius' 2-3 September 2015 '

The..BlueEconomy.'isanewcomprehensiveconcept,incorporatinSthe..oceanEconomy'.,
environment and sustainability-to provide basic human needs such as potable water' food' jobs and

habitable shelter.

The First loRA Ministerial Blue Economy conference (BEC) brought together Member States and

Dialogue Partners of the lndian o.ean Rim Association in order to Promote Blue Economy in the

inciian Ocean region.

The First loRA Blue Economy conference focused on four priority areas namely:

(i) Fisheries & Aquaculture
(ii) Renewable Ocean EnergY

(iii) Seaports & 5hiPPing and
(iv) Seabed Exploration & Minerals

3.0 THEMES DELIBERATIONS

3.1
FOR

THE
FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE- 

.REcIONAL COOPERATION

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES & AQUACULTURE MANACEMENT IN

INDIAN OCEAN"

Fisheries,whicharevitaloceanicresourcesthatformthecoreoftheblueeconomy'are
oneofthemainresourcesofthelndianoceanwhichprovidefoodtohundredsof
millions of people and greatly contribute to the livelihoods of coastal communities lt

plays an important role in ensuring food security' poverty alleviation and also has a huge

potential for business opportunities' There has been a strong increase in fish production

from 861,000 tons in l95O to 11 5 million tont in 2Ol0 and the world's total demand for
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fish and fisheries products is expected to rise from 50 million to 183 million tons in 20'15,

with aquaculture activities predicted to cover about 7 3o/o of this increase.

Aquaculture, which offers huge potential for the provision of food and livelihoods, will
under the blue economy incorporate the value of the natural capital in its development,
respecting ecological parameters throughout the cycle of production, creating sustainable,
decent employment and offering high value commodities for export.

To meet the increasing public demand in seafood products, natural fisheries resources are
being overexploited and t h reatened.Therefore, the urgent need to find a balance
between population need and environmental health has provided impetus to the
promotion of sustainable fishing and aquaculture. Well-managed fisheries can deliver
billions more in value and millions of tons more fish each year, while aquaculture has the
potential for continued rtrong growth to supply the food requirements of a growing
world.

3.2 RENEWABLE OCEAN ENERCY.'EXPLORIN6 RECIONAL OPPORTUNITIEs
FOR RENEWABLE OCEAN ENERCY IN THE INDIAN OCEAN REGION"

The world population ii expected to increaie to an estimated 9 billion people in 2050,
which is 1.5 times greater than the current population, resulting in an increase in
countries' demands on fossil fuels.Recently there has been a collapse in the price of crude
oil, but the possibility of an eventual normalization (of return to higher prices) should not
be disregarded and thus neceisitater the continued attention of IORA Member Statei to
consider alternative renewable sources of energy. Renewable sources of energy such as

solar and wind are already being implemented worldwide. However. additional
incentives in renewable energy are rtrongly in demand to further decrease the burden on
fossil fuels. The time is therefore appropriate to explore the potential of renewable
energy derived from the ocean. The sea offers vast potential for renewable "blue energy"
production from wind, wave, tidal, thermal and biomass rourcei.

ln line with the above efforts, it is also proposed to bring together the offshore Oii and
6as community together with the renewable ocean energy community to undertake a

gap analysis in relation to Oil and Cas exploration. ln this regard the potential for the
development of the offshore oil and gas industry in the lndian Ocean region should also

be taken into consideration.
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3.3oFFSHoREHYDRoCARBoNSANDSEABEDMINERALS.ToWARDS
DEVELOPINC THE OFFSHORE HYDROCARBONS AND sEABED

MINERATJ SECTOR IN THE INDIAN OCEAN REGION"

with the decreasing inland mlneral deposits and increasing industrial demands' much

attention is being geared towards the seabed for mineral exploration and mining. The

seabed contains minerals that represent a rapidly developing opportunity for economic

development in both the Exclusive Economic Zones of coastal nations and beyond the

limits of national jurisdiction.Seabed exploration in the lndian Ocean has already started

but the major con5traints in the commercialization of these re5ourcet lie in the fact that

Member States have limited data on the resources their exclusive economic zone (EEZ)

possesses, lack capacity for exploration, mining and processing of these minerals.

Therefore, improved informatlon is needed to assess potential across the reSion.

3.4 SEAPORT AND SHIPPING. 'ENHANCING SEAPORT & SHIPPING

MANAGEMENT FACILITIES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN RIM REGION"

The seaport and maritime transport sector is one of the important priority sector under

the Blue Economy, which is gaining increasingly consideration and attention of Member

states. ln spite of the continuous rise of maritime transPort and shipping transactions in

the region, uneven distribution of trade exists amonS the rim countries, where oniy a

handful of them are able to retain trade and investment and benefiting economically

from the maritirne exchanges and transportation. Most of the others' mostly located in

the African region struSSle to keep Pace with the rapid development and complexity of

nraritime trade as they face challenges in terms of congestion, new information

technology and equipment, improvement of port infrastructures and professional services

to shipping. ln this regard, regional cooPeration prevails a5 a vital strateSy to unlocking

the bottlenecks to ports development and maritime economy expansion ln the lndian

ocean so as to enhance blue growth through economic cooperation and trade relations

between Member 5tates.

4.0 OB5ERVATIONS:
Arising from the discussions, the delegation noted that there is need tol

(i)Enhancecapacitybuildingprosrammesforpromotingfisheriesandaquaculture
development in the lndian Ocean Region:

(ii) Promote private and public partnerships in fisheries and aquaculture in the lndian

Ocean Regionr

11



(iii) Strengthen cooperation in research and development to promote fisheries and
aquaculture in the lndian Ocean Region;

(iv) The Secretariat with the assistance of Member States, i5 encouraged to create a

database of experts, expertise and institutions in the Indian Ocean Region;

(v) To identify capacities and needs of Member States regarding responsible deep sea

fishing;

(vi) Improve safety and quality of fish and fish products through the strengthening of
guidelines:

(vii) Promote joint collaboration in developing fisheries sector among IORA Member
5tates, Dialogue Partners and lnternational Organisations:

(viii) lmprove the investment climate and business environment in aquaculture among
IORA Member States

(ix) -[o promote best practices and exchange of information on laws and regulations
on sustainable fishing practices, including lllegal Unreported and Unregulated
(lUU) fishing.

(x) Enhance capacity building programmei for renewable ocean energy and
technologies in the lndian Ocean Region;

(xi) Promote cooperation, networking and transfer of technologies on renervable
ocean enerSy between IORA Member States, Dialogue Partners and international
organisations:

(xii) Promote research and development in renewable ocean energy; and,

(xiii) The IORA Secretariat, with the assistance of Member states, ii encouraged to
assess and create a database on renewable ocean energy rerources in the lndian
Ocean Region.

(xiv) Enhance capacity building programmes, transfer of technology and science-based

research and development on seabed minerals among Member States and
Dialogue Partners in the lndian Ocean Region;

(xv) Promote Private-Public partnerships on offshore hydrocarbons and seabed

minerals in the lndian Ocean Region

),2

(xvi) Consider meaiures to improve ship regi(ration in the lndian Ocean Region;



(xvii) Promote cooperation in the reaport and shipping sector in the lndian Ocean

Region, including cooperation for ship building, seaPort Iogistics, among other

potential areas of cooPerationi

(xviii) Enhance capacity building Programmes on seaport and shipping sectors in the

lndian Ocean Regionl

(xix) Promote cruise tourism in the lndian Ocean Region;

(xx) Promote seaports connectivity and coastal shipping in the lndian ocean Region:

5.0 DECLARATION5:

The delegates adopted the following declarations that emanated from the discussions:

wE, the Ministers and representatives of the Member States of the lndian ocean Rim

ArJociation (hereinafter referred to as "lORA"), Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros, lndia.

lndonesia, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Sultanate of oman, Seychelles'

5ingapore'SouthAfrica.SriLanka'Tanzania,ThailandandUnitedArabEmirates
attended the First IORA Ministerial Blue Economy conference in Mauritius on 2 - 3

September 2015 r

RECOCNISING the importance of the Blue Economy vis-a-vis :

o Fisheries and Aquaculture to ensure food security and contribute to poverty

alleviation and sustainable livelihoods;

oRenewableOceanEnergytoreducethecostofenergyandtomitjsateand
adapt to the impact of climate change;

o Seaport and Shipping to promote trade' investment and maritime

connectivity in the lndian Ocean Rim regionl and,

o Offshore Hydrocarbons and Seabed Minerals to foster new business

opportunities and attract investment in the lndian Ocean;

REcoCNlslNctheneedofMemberStatesandDialoguePartnerstopromote
proper management of marine resources and enhance capacity building in

developing countries,Small lsland Developing States (51D5)and Least Developed

Countries (LDCs)r

REAFFIRMIN6 IORA's role to promote collaboration and cooperation in the Blue

Economy for balanced economic development among IORA Member States and

Dialogue Partners;
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ENCOURAGINC IORA Member States and Dialogue Partners to enhance capacity

for theprotection of coastal areas, marine environment and resources to ensure

sustainable development in the Indian Ocean Rim region;

RECALLIN6 the Rio +20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development

held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on 20 ' 22 June 2012, that inteSrates social,

economic and environmental goals and objectives for decision-making;

RECALLING the IORA Perth Principles for peaceful, productive and sustainable use

of the Indian Ocean and its resources agreed by IORA Ministers in Perth, Australia

on I November 2013: and the IORA Economic Declaration adopted by IORA

Ministers in Perth on 9 October 2014 which recognized the blue economy is

emerging aJ a common source of growth, innovation and job creation for the

lndian Ocean Region;

RECALLINC the establishment of the Blue Economy Core Croup and the conduct

of the preparatory workshops for the First IORA Ministerial Blue Economy

Conference (BEC) including: (i) The IORA Blue Economy Core 6roup \.ITorkshop

on "Promoting Fisheries & Aquaculture and Maritime Safety & Security

Cooperation in Indian Ocean Region"that was held in Durban, South Africa, on 4
- 5 May 2015: (ii) The lndian Ocean Region \Xy'orkshop on "Exploration and

Development of Seabe,j lvlinerais and Hydrocarbons: Culrent Capabiiity and

Emerging Science Needs" that took place in Bali, lndonesia from 26 - 27 luly 2015

and (iii) the IORA Dialogue on the Blue Economy in 6oa, lndia on 17-18 August,

2015:

RECALLINC the Third lnternational Conference on Financing for Development

that wat held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from l3-'15 July 2015 that holinically

looked at financing for development across three dimensions and addressed the

way in which inclusive growth and sustainable development can be achieved to
address issues including sustainable energy; climate change; disaster risk reductioni

oceans and seasl food security and nutrition; sustainable transPortationi Sender

equality and women's empowerment; and, biodiversity;

RECO6NISING the importance of the proposed Sustalnable Development 6oals

(5D6s) for the Blue Economy, especially for the conservation and sustainable use

of the oceans, seas and marine resources for development;

RECALLINC IORA's commitment to develop a common vision in making the Blue

Economy an engine for suttainable development and sound environmental

manaSement in the lndian Ocean Region:
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RECONFIRMING IORA's belief in promoting an innovative and sustainable Blue

Economy in the lndian Ocean Region;

COMMITTING to an optimization of the populations' benefit from the economic

activity of the ocean;

REITERATINC the importance of IORA's cooperation and engagement with
Dialogue Partners, relevant international and regional organizations, the private
sector, and civil society in delivering Blue Economy objectives;

HEREBY DECLARE A5 FOLLOIUS:

That the Member States of IORA will be guided by the following principles in our shared

goal to foster the surtainable development of the Elue Economy in the lndian Ocean

Region:

(i) The Blue Economy paradigm is founded on the ecosystem approach, including

science-based conservation of marine resources and ecosystemi, as a means to
realize sustainable developmentl

(ii) IORA's priority sectors of the Blue Economy, including: Fisheries and Aquaculture;

Renewable Ocean Energy;Seaports and Shipping; and Offshore Hydrocarbons and

5eabed Minerals that should be developed in an environmentaily sound rI)dnrrer

for the socio-economic benefit of the population;

(iii)Sustainable use of marine resources of the lndian Ocean should be carried out

according to international law including UNCLOS and the Convention on

Biological Diversity;

(iv) Member States are also encouraged to consider formulating measures for the

development of the Blue Economy in a sustainable manner;

(v) Cooperation by IORA Member States on data collection and development of
environmental baselines could ensure a strong foundation for informed decision

making and policy development:

(vi)IORA Member States shall promote sustainable fisheries including combating lllegal

Unreported and Unregulated (lUU) fishing;

(vii) The role of the IORA Blue Economy Core Croup that will focus on: Fisheries and

Aquaculture; Renewable Ocean Energyl 5eaports and 5hippingl and Offshore

Hydrocarbons and Seabed Minerals: to promote the Blue Economy as a driver for
suJtainable development: research and development: inveJtment, technoloSy
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-transfer and capacity building should be encouraged ro as to explore the full
potential of the oceans and to ensure sustainable development in the lndian
Ocean Rim region;

(viii) Kenya should attach higher importance on the sustainable development of the
BIue Economy and be encouraged to strengthen networking, the exchange of
experiences and best practices in relation to the development of the Blue Economy
in the lndian Ocean Rim region:

(ix) Kenya and Dialogue Partners should be encouraged to facilitate and allocate the
availability of sufficient fundingfrom all sources to promote mutual cooperation
and technology transfer with regards to the sustainable development of the Blue

Economy in the lndian Ocean Rim Region:

(x) The sustainable development of the IORA prioritysectors of the Blue Economy in
the lndian Ocean Region would contribute to: food securityl poverty alleviation;
the mitigation of and resilience to the impacts of climate change: enhanced trade
and investment; enhanced maritime connectivity; economic d iversification: job
creation and socio-economic growth;

(xi) The Covernment should ensure empowerment of women and facilitation of
micro, small and medium enterpriJes to participate in the development of the Blue

Economy is essentiai to equitable and sustainable economic growth;

(xii) lmproving research, networking, and promoting researchers' exchange

programmes among the Member States and Dialogue Partners is vital to ensure

sustained development in the region: taking advantage of the upcoming UNESCO

lndian Ocean Expedition ll (lOEll) as endorsed by the 2Ol4 Perth Communiqud;

(xiii) 6overnment need to involve Public-Private Partnership to enhance productivity
and marketing efforts in different sectors of the Blue Economy:

(xiv) 6overnment need to set-up or revise existing regional regulatory frameworks

and governance with regard to development of the Blue Economy in the region,

drawing upon existing case studies and experience where it exists:

(xv) Kenya Covernment participation of Multilateral Organizations can make a

valuable contribution to the sustainable development of the Blue Economy:
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