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CHAIRPERSON'S FOREWORI)

Kibwezi East Constituency is an electoral constituency in Makueni County, Kenya and comprises
of the following wards: Masongaleni Ward, Mtito Andei Ward, Thange Ward, IvingonilNtrzambani
Ward. The current Member of Parliament is Hon. Jessica Mbalu, MP, CBS.i

The Petition by Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, MP regarding Human-Wildlife Conflict in Kibwezi East
Constituency was tabled in the House on24th July 2019, pursuant to Article ll9 (l) of the
Constitution and Standing Order No. 225 (2) (a). The House, pursuant to Standing Order 227,
referred the petition to the Departmental Committee on Environment & Natural Resources for
consideration. The Committee then set out a procedure for its consideration and to report to the
House as set out in Standing Order No 227(2).

In considering the Petition, the Committee held a meeting with the Principal Secretary, Ministry
of Tourism and Wildlife and the Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, MP on behalf of the petitioners to deliberate
on the contents of the petition.

The Committee, having reviewed the evidence submitted to it by the stakeholders, made a number
of observations. First, the term of the previous Makueni County Wildlife Conservation and
Compensation Committee had lapsed and a new Committee had just been gazetted. With the
transition period, HWC compensation claims vetting had stalled. Second, there was need to erect
electric fences in hot spot areas which were to be identified in conjunction with the area MP, to
curb the movement of animals into human settlements and thus avoid HWC. Third, there was

fencing exercise that was on-going on the Chyulu Hills National Park side which needed to be

expedited. Fourth, there was need to provide water pans in the parks to discourage animals from
venturing out of the parks in search of the same. Fifth, there was need to expedite the ongoing
rehabilitation of road network around the affected areas to facilitate expeditious response by the
KWS rangers whenever an attack is reported. Finally, there was need for the KWS to put up more
outposts and increase the number of staff to ensure effective response to animal attacks.

The Committee then made the following recommendations:

The KWS should:
a) expedite the compensation of the 27 cases (in appendix l) that had been approved

by the Ministerial Wildlife Conservation and Compensation Committee.
b) in conjunction with the area Member of the National Assembly, help the local

community to develop proposals on the fencing of particular schools in the area for
consideration for funding by KWS Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
program.

c) expedite the rehabilitation of the fence along the area of Tsavo West National Park
bordering the community areas of Mtito Andei, Mang'elete and Bondeni within the
current financial year (201912020 FY).

d) fast-track public participation and stakeholders'/community consultative forums in
order to ensure timely implementation of the planned fencing of Chyulu National
Park.

e) provide water pans/watering points in the Tsavo East National Park and Chyulu
Hills National Park, especially area bordering human settlements, to discourage
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animals from venturing out of the parks in search of the same. This should be
prioritized in the Budget for FY 202012021.

0 expedite the ongoing rehabilitation of road network around the affected areas to
facilitate expeditious response by the KWS rangers whenever an attack was
reported.

g) in conjunction with the area Member of the National Assembly, identify priority
hot spot areas and take appropriate action, erect more outposts in the Constituency
and increase the number of staff to ensure effective response to animal attacks.

2. The Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife should facilitate the newly appointed Makueni
County Wildlife Conservation and Compensation Committee to expeditiously consider
the l3l pending cases (in appendix 2) which are awaiting deliberation by the County
Wildlife Conservation Committee.

t-'A-

ON. KAREKE MBIUKI, M.P

CHAIRPERSON, DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

a
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I.() PREFACE

1.1 Establishment and Mandate of the Committee

l) The Departmental Committee on Environment and Natural Resources is one of the fifteen (15)
Departmental Committees of the National Assembly established under Standing Order 216
whose mandate, pursuant to the Standing Order 216 (5,) is as follows:

a) To investigate, inquire into, and report on all matters relating to the mandate,
management, activities, administration, operations and estimates of the assigned
ministries and departments;

b) To study the programme and policy objectives of Ministries and departments and the
effectiveness of their implementation;

c) To study and review all the legislation referred to it;
d) To study, access and analyze the relative success of the Ministries and departments as

measured by the results obtained as compared with their stated objectives;
e) To investigate and inquire into all matters relating to the assigned Ministries and

departments as they may deem necessary, and as may be referred to them by the House;

0 To vet and report on all appointments where the Constitution or any law requires the
National Assembly to approve, except those under Standing Order No.204 (Committee
on appointments);

g) (fa) To examine treaties, agreements and conventions;
h) To make reports and recommendations to the House as often as possible, including

recommendation of proposed legislation;
i) To consider reports of Commissions and Independent Offices submitted to the House

pursuant to the provisions of Article 254 of the Constitution; and
j) To examine any questions raised by Members on a matter within its mandate.

2) The subject matter of the Committee is stated in the Second Schedule of the National Assembly
Standing Orders No.216 (0 as follows: climate change, environment management and
conservation, forestry, water resource management, wildlife, mining and natural resources,
pollution and waste management.

1,2 Oversight

3) In executing its mandate, the Committee oversees the following State Departments, namely:
Ministry of Water and Sanitation; Ministry of Environment and Forestry; State Department for
Wildlife; and State Department for Mining.
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1.3 Committee Membership

4) The Committee on Environment and Natural Resources was constituted by the House in
December, 2017 and comprises of the following Members: -

The Hon. Kareke Mbiuki, M.P. (Chairperson)
MP for Maara Constituency

Jubilee Partv

The Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor, M.P. (Vice Chairperson)
MP for ljaara Constituency

Partv of Develonment and Reforms (PDR)

The Hon. Benjamin Jomo Washiali, M.P.,
MP for Mumias East Constituency
Jubilee Party

Oranee Democratic Movement (ODM)

The Hon. David Kangogo Bowen, M.P
MP for Marakwet East Constituency
Jubilee Partv

The Hon. Charles Ong'ondo Were, M.P.
MP for Kasipul Constituency
Orange Democratic Movement (Odm)

The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, M.P
MP for North Horr Constituency
Frontier Alliance Partv (FAP)

The Hon. Nasri Sahal lbrahim, M.P.
MP - Nominated
Eorunq For Restoration Of Democracv-K

The Hon. Ali Wario Guyo, M.P
MP for Garsen Constituency
Winer Partv

The Hon. Rozaah Buyu. M.P.
MP for Kisumu County
Oranse Democratic Movement (ODM)

The Hon. Beatrice Cherono Kones, M.P
MP for Bomet East Constituency
Jubilee ParW

The Hon. Said Hiribae, M.P.
MP for Galole Constituency
Forum For Restoration Of Democracv- K

The Hon. Charity K. Chepkwony, M.P
MP for Njoro Constituency
Jubilee Partv

The Hon. Hassan Oda Hulufo, M.P
MP for Isiolo North Constituency
Kenva People's Partv (KPP)

The Hon. Hilary Kiplang'at Kosgei, M.P
MP for Kipkelion West Constituency
Jubilee Partv

The Hon. Amin Deddy Mohamed Ali, M.P
MP for Laikipia East Constituency
Jubilee Parfy

The Hon. Peter Kimari Kihara, M. P
MP for Mathioya Constituency
Jubilee Partv

The Hon. Rehema Hassan, M.P.
Tana River County
Maendeleo Chap Chap Partv (Mcc)

The Hon. Benjamin Dalu Tayari, MP.
MP for Kinango Constituency

The Hon. (Eng.) Paul M. Nzengu, M.P
MP for Mwingi NorthConstituency
Wiper Partv
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1.4 Committee Secretariat

5) The Committee secretariat comprises of:

Ms. Esther Nginyo
Second Clerk Assistantllead Clerk

Mr. Dennis Mogare Ogechi

Second Clerk Assistant

Mr. Sydney Lugaga

Legal Counsel I

Ms. Winnie Kulei
Research Oflicer III

Ms. Yunis Amran

Fiscal Analyst III
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2.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

6) Kenya, like many other countries, is experiencing fast human population growth and the
associated demand for more space for agriculture, human settlements, and other developments.
Human population increase is accompanied with progressive habitat fragmentation and
demand for space as people seek alternative livelihoods.

7) The Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), created in 1989, has the mandate of overseeing wildlife
conservation in all protected and non-protected areas in Kenya, including wildlife parks,
reserves, sanctuaries, and community conservancies. Wildlife in Kenya faces many threats
including poaching, habitat loss, competition for water and food with livestock and human-
Wildlife Conflicts (Hwc). KWS has been collecting data on HWC since the early 1990s for
some of the areas under its jurisdiction, such as the Tsavo and Maasai Mara (Mara) regions.
These two regions support most of the wildlife in Kenya.

8) Human-Wildlife Conflicts (HWC) has remained a persistent problem and a major threat to
wildlife conservation and management efforts in Kenya. The conflicts have become severe
over recent decades as a result of: land use changes (agriculture and settlements), human
population growth, climatic changes, competition for resources, high wildlife population in
some areas, blockage of wildlife migratory corridors and dispersal areas, habitat loss,
degradation and fragmentation, changing perceptions by some communities living with
wildlife.ii

9) HWC are currently ranked amongst the main threats to wildlife conservation in Kenya. The
conflicts manifest in the form of: human and wildlife deaths, injuries, crop damage, property
destruction (fences, water tanks, granaries, water pans, fish pond), and livestock predation.
These conflicts impose major economic and human costs on local communities in many parts
of this country, particularly around protected areas and other non-protected wildlife
rangelands. If left unaddressed, these conflicts may have long-term negative implications on
socio-economic developments across the Country.iii

lO)Kibwezi East Constituency is an electoral constituency in Makueni County, Kenya and
comprises of the following wards: Masongaleni Ward, Mtito Andei Ward, Thange Ward,
IvingoniA.,lzambani Ward. The current Member of Parliament is Hon. Jessica Mbalu, MP.iv

I l) The Petition by Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, MP regarding Human-Wildlife Conflict in Kibwezi East
Constituency was tabled in the House on24th July 2019, pursuant to Article l19 (1) of the
Constitution and Standing Order No. 225 (2) (a). The House, pursuant to Standing Order 227,
referred the petition to the Departmental Committee on Environment & Natural Resources for
consideration. The Committee then set out a procedure for its consideration and to report to
the House as set out in Standing Order No 227(2).

l2)ln considering the Petition, the Committee held a meeting with the Principal Secretary,
Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife and the Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, MP on behalf of the petitioners
to deliberate on the contents of the petition.
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3.0 SUBMISSIONS BY THE STAKEHOLDERS

l3) The Committee engaged the following stakeholders on the petition regarding Human-Wildlife
Conflict in Kibwezi East Constituency: the petitioners, represented by the Hon. Jessicah
Mbalu, MP, CBS and the Principal Secretary, Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife. Their
submissions are recorded hereunder:

3.1 Submission by the Petitioners through the Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, MP

14) The Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, MP Kibwezi East Constituency appeared before the Committee on
Tuesday lTth September,20lg and made submissions on the matter.

15)The Hon. Member stated that the fourth schedule of the Constitution assigns the National
Government the responsibility of protection of the environment and natural resources. She
further stated that residents of Masongaleni, Thange, Mtito Andei and Ivingoni-Nzambani
Wards in Kibwezi East Constituency had experienced increasing attacks by elephants resulting
in loss of lives and livestock and destruction of crops and property.

16) She equally pointed out that numerous cases of HWC had been reported to authorities and
claims for compensation lodged in vain and that most parts of the constituency, including
schools, bordering National Parks remained unfenced making it easy for animals to stray out.
This had led to learning being paralyzed in most schools bordering the National Parks at times
for several weeks due to attacks by especially elephants.

l7) The Member further stated that KWS wardens were clearly overwhelmed, resulting in delay
in responding to distress calls from residents. This had forced the residents to resolve the matter
through demonstrations against the inaction by the KWS, which had bome no results.

l8) She then stated that her prayers, on behalf of the petitioners, were that the National Assembly
through the Departmental Committee on Environment and Natural Resources:
a) Intervenes with a view to ensuring that Kenya Wildlife Service expeditiously compensates

victims and affected families for loss of lives and destruction of property caused;
b) Recommends that the Kenya Wildlife Service erects an electric fence at all areas with

schools in Masongaleni , Mtito Andei, Thange and Ivingoni-Nzambani wards of Kibwezi
East Constituency; Bordering Tsavo East National park, Tsavo West National Park and
Chyulu hills National park to mitigate the conflict;

c) Engages the KWS to ensure that perimeter fences are erected along the unfenced parts of
Tsavo East park bordering Kibwezi East Constituency and Chyulu Hills National Park to
ward off elephants and other animals that stray to human settlements; and,

d) Intervenes through the relevant Ministry to facilitate the Kenya Wildlife Service to increase
the number of posts or camps in the area for efficient surveillance and quick response to
distress calls whenever elephants and other wild animals stray to human settlements.
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3.2 Submission by the Principal Secretary Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife

l9)Prof. Fred Segor, Principal Secretary, Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife appeared before the
Committee on Thursday lgth September,20lg and made his submissions on the matter.

20) On the prayer regarding ensuring that Kenya Wildlife Service expeditiously compensates
victims and affected families for loss of lives and destruction of property caused, he stated that
the following was the status of HWC claims from Makueni County, where Kibwezi East
Constituency is located covering the period 2014 to l/.ay 2017 .

County/Conflict
Type

Total
Claims

Approved and
Fully Paid Claims

Approved and
Partially Paid
Claims

Total Amount
Pending

No Of
Claims

Total
Paid

No Of
Claims

Amount
Paid

MAKUENI
COUNTY

Human Death 25 6

30,000,0
00 13 19,500,000 45,500,000

Human Iniury l9l 0 0 103 0 31,650,000
Crop Damage 226 0 0 29 0 2,975,227
Livestock
predation+ 27 27
Property
destruction * l0 l0
Source: Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife,2019

2l)He also provided two tables that had details on the HWC incidences in Kibwezi East
Constituency and the actions taken (Appendix I and Appendix 2). Table I provides a summary
of human-wildlife conflict incidences from Kibwezi East Constituency. The conflict claims
have been deliberated by the County Wildlife Conservation Committee and were submitted to
the Cabinet Secretary for examination and considerations. On the other hand, Table 2 provides
the status HWC incidences from Kibwezi East Constituency, which are awaiting deliberation
by the County Wildlife Conservation Committee.

22)On the prayer regarding the Committee recommending that the Kenya Wildlife Service erects
an electric fence at all areas with schools in Masongaleni , Mtito Andei, Thange and Ivingoni-
Nzambani wards of Kibwezi East Constituency; Bordering Tsavo East National Park, Tsavo
West National Park and Chyulu National Park to mitigate the conflict, he stated that the
community living adjacent to Tsavo East National Park benefitted from projects funded by
KWS under its Corporate Social Responsibility program. They were funded based on proposals
submitted by the community through the area Community Warden. He further pointed out that
the constituents needed to develop proposals in line with the fencing of the particular schools
in question for consideration for funding by KWS CSR program.
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23) On the prayer regarding the Committee engaging KWS to ensure that perimeter fences were
erected along the unfenced parts of Tsavo East park bordering Kibwezi East Constituency and
Chyulu Hills National Park to ward off elephants and other animals that stray to human
settlements, he stated that the area of Tsavo West National Park bordering the community areas
of Mtito Andei, Mang'elete and Bondeni had a perimeter electric fence of 20.3Okm of 6-strands
that was constructed in 200212006 as a human wildlife mitigation measure. This fence had
been considered for rehabilitation within the current financial year (201912020 FY) to enhance
efficiency.

24)He further elaborated that fencing of Chyulu National Park was expected to commence as soon
as public participation and stakeholders/community consultative forums were undertaken. The
fence would be erected in collaboration with one of the KWS partners, the David Sheldrick
Foundation. Further the PS indicated that Problem Animal Control hotspots were identified
from time to time and given priority attention including intensified driving of animals further
inside the park, as well as capturing and translocation of problem animals.

25) On the prayer regarding the Committee intervening through the relevant Ministry to facilitate
the Kenya Wildlife Service to increase the number of posts or camps in the area for efficient
surveillance and quick response to distress calls whenever elephants and other wild animals
stray to human settlements, he stated that a new outpost had been established at Katulye Village
in Masongaleni area. This outpost has a mobile HWC response team that ensures swift
response to any wildlife straying from Tsavo East National Park into the community areas.

a
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4.0 COMMITTEE OBSERVATIONS

26) Having reviewed the evidence submitted to it by the stakeholders', the Committee observed as

follows. First, the term of the previous Makueni County Wildlife Conservation and
Compensation Committee had lapsed and a new Committee had just been gazetted. With the
transition period, HWC compensation claims vetting had stalled.

27)There was need to erect electric fences in hot spot areas and the identification of the areas
would be done in conjunction with the area MP. This would assist to curb the movement of
animals into human settlements and thus avoid HWC.

28) There was fencing on going on the Chyulu Hills National Park side but observed that the same

ought to be expedited.
29) There was need to provide water pans in the parks to discourage animals from venturing out

of the parks in search of the same.
30) There was need to expedite the ongoing rehabilitation of road network around the affected

areas to facilitate expeditious response by the KWS rangers whenever an attack is reported.
3l) There was need for the KWS to put up more outposts and increase the number of staff to ensure

effective response to animal attacks.

t
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5.0 COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

32) The Committee makes the following recommendations:

33) Prayer One: The National Assembly, through the Departmental Committee on Environment
and Natural resources intervenes with a view to ensuring that Kenya Wildlife Service
expeditiously compensates victims and affected families for loss of lives and destruction of
property caused.

Recommendations:

a) The KWS should expedite the compensation of the 27 cases (in appendix l) that had
been approved by the Ministerial Wildlife Conservation and Compensation Committee
(Mwccc).

b) The Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife should facilitate the just gazette Makueni County
Wildlife Conservation and Compensation Committee to expeditiously consider the l3l
pending cases (in appendix 2) which are awaiting deliberation by the County Wildlife
Conservation Committee.

34) Prayer Two: The National Assembly, through the Departmental Committee on Environment
and Natural resources recommends that the Kenya Wildlife Service erects an electric fence at
all areas with schools in Masongaleni, Mtito Andei, Thange and Ivingoni-Nzambani wards of
Kibwezi East Constituency; Bordering Tsavo East National park, Tsavo West National Park
and Chyulu hills National park to mitigate the conflict.

Recommendation

The KWS should, in conjunction with the area Member of the National Assembly, assist
the local community to develop proposals on the fencing of particular schools in the area

for consideration for funding by KWS CSR program.

35) Prayer Three: The National Assembly, through the Departmental Committee on Environment
and Natural resources engages the KWS to ensure that perimeter fences are erected along the
unfenced parts of Tsavo East park bordering Kibwezi East Constituency and Chyulu Hills
National Park to ward off elephants and other animals that stray to human settlements.

Recommendations:

a) The KWS should expedite the rehabilitation of the fence along the area of Tsavo West
National Park bordering the community areas of Mtito Andei, Mang'elete and Bondeni
within the current financial year (2019/2020 FY).

b) The KWS should fast-track public participation and stakeholders'/community consultative
forums in order to ensure timely implementation of the planned fencing of Chyulu National
Park.

,
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c) The KWS should provide water pans/watering points in the Tsavo East National Park and
Chyulu Hills National Park, especially area bordering human settlements, to discourage
animals from venturing out of the parks in search of the same.

d) The KWS should expedite the ongoing rehabilitation of road network around the affected
areas to facilitate expeditious response by the KWS rangers whenever an attack was
reported.

36) Prayer Four: The National Assembly, through the Departmental Committee on Environment
and Natural resources intervenes through the relevant Ministry to facilitate the Kenya Wildlife
Service to increase the number of posts or camps in the area for efficient surveillance and quick
response to distress calls whenever elephants and other wild animals stray to human
settlements.

Recommendation:

The KWS should, in conjunction with the area Member of the National Assembly, identify
priority hot spot areas for action to be taken, erect more outposts and increase the number of
staff to ensure effective response to animal attacks.

16



End Notes

i County Government of Makueni, https://makueni.eo.ke/kibwezi-east-sub-countv/ Accessed on 11th October,
2019
ir Submission by the Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife to the Committee on 19th September,2O!9
iii lbid
i'County Government of Makueni, op.cit
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APPENDIX 1

SUMMARY OF HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT
INCIDENCES FROM KIBWEZI EAST
CONSTITUENCY, AS EXAMINED BY THE
MINISTERIAL WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND
COMPENSATION COMMITTEE (MWCCC).
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APPENDIX 2

THE STATUS OF HWC INCIDENCES FROM
KIBWEZI EAST CONSTITUENCY, WHICH ARE
AWAITING DELIBERATION BY THE COUNTY
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE.
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DC-ENR: DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

REPORT ON A PETITION REGARDING HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT IN
KIBWEZI EAST CONSTITUENCY

ADOPTION LIST

Date: Thursday l7'h October,20l9
a

\

NAME SIGNATURE
I The Hon. Kareke Mbiuki, M.P. - Chairperson

L.-1''
2. The Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor, M.P. - Vice Chairperson nnffi.JH
J The Hon. David Kangogo Bowen, M.P -<)
4 The Hon. Benjamin Jomo Washiali, M.P

5 The Hon. Francis Chachu Canya, M.P

6. The Hon. Beatrice Cherono Kones, M.P

7 The Hon. Benjamin Dalu Tayari, MP ffi/'#t
8. The Hon. Amin Deddy Mohamed Ali, M.P (L[J;^t_/t
9 The Hon. Charity KathambiChepkwony, M.p

Srr>
10. The Hon. Charles Ong'ondo Were, M.P ffi
lt The Hon. Hassan Oda Hulufo, M.P.

t2 The Hon. Hilary Kiplang'at Kosgei, M.P

K^+ffi\,lttLl,
13. The Hon. Ali Wario Guyo, M.P lt WI \,(

14. The Hon. Nasri Sahal lbrahim, M.P A#rFd-
l5 The Hon. Peter Kimari Kihara, M.P

16. The Hon. (Eng.) Paul MusyimiNzengu, M.P ;+\f--<-
t7 The Hon. Rehema Hassan, M.P

l8 The Hon. Rozaah Buyu. M.P

19. The Hon. Said Hiribae, M.P.
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MINUTES OF THE 78TH SITTING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES HELD ON THURSDAY I7"iH
ocToBER,20t9 AT 9:30 AM IN THE BOARDROOM ON 4rH FLOOR, PROTECTION
HOUSE.

PRESENT

l. The Hon. Kareke Mbiuki, M.P. Chairperson
2. The Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor, M.P. Vice Chairperson
3. The Hon. Benjamin Jomo Washiali, M.P., CBS

4. The Hon. Peter Kimari Kihara, M. P
5. The Hon. Charles Ong'ondo Were, M.P.

6. The Hon. Hassan Oda Hulufo, M.P

7. The Hon. Ali Wario Guyo, M.P.

8. The Hon. Hilary Kiplang'at Kosgei, M.P.

9. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, M.P.

10. The Hon. Amin Deddy Mohamed Ali, M.P.

I l. The Hon. Nasri Sahal Ibrahim, M.P.

12. The Hon. Benjamin Dalu Tayari, M.P.

APOLOGIES

l. The Hon. Rehema Hassan, M.P.

2. The Hon. Rozaah Buyu. M.P.

3. The Hon. Charity Kathambi Chepkwony, M.P

4. The Hon. Said Hiribae, M.P.

5. The Hon. Beatrice Cherono Kones, M.P.

6. The Hon. (Eng.) Paul Musyimi Nzengu, M.P.

7. The Hon. David Kangogo Bowen, M.P.

FRIENDS TO THE COMMITTEE

l. Hon. Charles Gimose, MP

2. Hon. Alfred Agoi, MP

IN ATTENDANCE

PETITIONERS
l.Kasisi Luyali Busula
2.Shem Anyonge
3.Dr. Liwmbazi Isaack
4.Frederick Manoah
5.Tom Mudogo
6.Benededa Mayodi

1.



THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

L Ms. Esther Nginyo
2.Mr. Dennis Mogare
3. Ms. Winnei Kulei
4. Mr. Boniface Mugambi
5. Mr. Eugene Luteshi

Clerk Assistant II
Clerk Assistant II
Research Officer III
Serjeant-at-Arms
Audio Recording Officer

AGENDA

i) Prayers
ii) Confirmation of Minutes
iii) Matters Arising
iv) Consideration and adoption of a report on a petition regarding human-wildlife conflict

in Kibwezi East Constituency
v) Meeting with the Hon. Charles Gimose, MP regarding a petition on settlement and

compensation of families disposed of land in Vihiga County.
vi) AOB
vii)Date of the next Sitting

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/397 12019 z PRELIMINARIES

The meeting was called to order at 9.50 a.m. after which prayers were said. The Chairperson then
stated that the main agenda of the meeting was:
i) Consideration and adoption of a report on a petition regarding human-wildlife conflict in

Kibwezi East Constituency

ii) Meeting with the Hon. Charles Gimose, MP regarding a petition on settlement and

compensation of families disposed of land in Vihiga County.

The Members adopted the Agenda of the meeting.

MIN. N O. D C/ENR/39 8 I 2019 z CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Confirmation of minutes of the previous meeting was deferred to a later date.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/399/2019: CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION
OF A R-EPORT ON A PETITION
REGARDING HUMAN.WILDLIFE
CONFLICT IN KIBWEZI EAST
CONSTITUENCY

The report on a petition regarding human-wildlife conflict in Kibwezi East Constituency was

considered and adopted after being proposed and seconded by Hon. Hassan Oda Hulufo, M.P and

Hon. Nasri Sahal lbrahim, M.P. respectively. It was adopted with the following recommendations:

2
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l) Prayer One: The National Assembly, through the departmental Committee on Environment

and Natural resources intervenes with a view to ensuring that Kenya Wildlife Service

expeditiously compensates victims and affected families for loss of lives and destruction of
property caused.

Recommendations:
a) The KWS should expedite the compensation of the 27 cases (in appendix l) that had

been approved by the Ministerial Wildlife Conservation and Compensation Committee

(Mwccc).
b) The Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife should facilitate the just gazette Makueni County

Wildlife Conservation and Compensation Committee to expeditiously consider the 13 I

pending cases (in appendix 2) which are awaiting deliberation by the County Wildlife
Conservation Committee.

2) Prayer Two: The National Assembly, through the Departmental Committee on Environment

and Natural resources recommends that the Kenya Wildlife Service erects an electric fence at

all areas with schools in Masongaleni, Mtito Andei, Thange and Ivingoni-Nzambani wards of
Kibwezi East Constituency; Bordering Tsavo East National park, Tsavo West National Park

and Chyulu hills National park to mitigate the conflict.

Recommendation:
The KWS should, in conjunction with the area Member of the National Assembly, assist the

local community to develop proposals on the fencing of particular schools in the area for

consideration for funding by KWS CSR program.

3) Prayer Three: The National Assembly, through the Departmental Committee on Environment

and Natural resources engages the KWS to ensure that perimeter fences are erected along the

unfenced parts of Tsavo East park bordering Kibwezi East Constituency and Chyulu Hills
National Park to ward off elephants and other animals that stray to human settlements.

Recommendations:
a) The KWS should expedite the rehabilitation of the fence along the area of Tsavo West

National Park bordering the community areas of Mtito Andei, Mang'elete and Bondeni

within the current financial year (201912020FY).

b) The KWS should fast-track public participation and stakeholders'/community consultative

forums in order to ensure timely implementation of the planned fencing of Chyulu National

Park.

c) The KWS should provide water pans/watering points in the Tsavo East National Park and

Chyulu Hills National Park, especially area bordering human settlements, to discourage

animals from venturing out of the parks in search of the same.

L
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d) The KWS should expedite the ongoing rehabilitation of road network around the affected

areas to facilitate expeditious response by the KWS rangers whenever an attack was

reported.

4) Prayer Four: The National Assembly, through the Departmental Committee on Environment
and Natural resources intervenes through the relevant Ministry to facilitate the Kenya Wildlife
Service to increase the number of posts or camps in the area for efficient surveillance and quick

response to distress calls whenever elephants and other wild animals stray to human

settlements.

Recommendation:
The KWS should, in conjunction with the area Member of the National Assembly, identify priority
hot spot areas for action to be taken, erect more outposts and increase the number of staff to ensure

effective response to animal attacks.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/4OOI2OI9 : MEETING WITH THE HON. CHARLES
GIMOSE, MP REGARDING A
PETITION ON SETTLEMENT AND
COMPENSATION OF FAMILIES
DISPOSED OF LAND IN VIHIGA
COUNTY.

The Hon. Charles Gimose, MP appeared before the Committee and briefed it that:

l. Over 800 families were forcibly evicted from Vihiga, Sabatia, and Hamisi sub counties in
Vihiga County and settled in Kipiri Forest in 1985 to pave way for the construction of present

day Vihiga County Headquarters, Vihiga County Hospital, Vihiga County Prison, Vihiga
Regional Police Headquarters, Mbale Police Station, Moi Girls Vokoli Secondary School,

Mudete Tea Factory, Sabatia Hospital, and other office complex for public utility.
2. The resettlement also affected members of the Tiriki community who were living adjacent to

schools and other government facilities.
3. The displaced families relocated to Musunji Village in Hamisi Sub-County which was part of

Kipiri Forest, par.t of Kakamega Forest Reserve. Each family was then promised compensation

of twice the size of land it held in Mbale Village as well as financial compensation arising out

of compulsory acquisition of their land.

4. Authorities undertook to degazette the land set aside from the forest area, conduct survey and

issue title deeds to the relocated families who settled in Kipiri Forest as directed, started

subsistence farming, built homes and planted trees. I
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5. Failure by authorities to compensate families, conduct survey and issue title deeds as promised

had led to constant harassment of families that are adjacent to Kakamega Forest Reserve by

forest officers who treat the relocated families as squatters and illegal settlers.

6. Government agencies had set up electricity poles and transforrners without seeking wayleave

from the families settled in the area under the pretext that the relocated households didn't have

titles to the land they occupy.

7. KWS and KFS are currently erecting a fence which will eventually lock out the relocated

families from the land they are settled on.

8. The families live under constant harassment from government operatives with threats of
eviction.

9. Efforts to resolve the matter by locals through letters to the provincial administration and

ministry of lands hadn't borne fruit.
10. The petitioners prayed that the National Assembly through the Committee:

a) Enquires into the relocation of the affected families from Maragoli and Hamisi Sub-

Counties in Vihiga County with a view to facilitating the degazettement of the occupied

areas expropriated from Kipiri Forest and the larger Kakamega Forest Reserve, the

surveying of the area and issuance of title deeds, compensation for the compulsory

acquisition of private property, establishment of a settlement scheme in the occupied

area having requisite amenities and establishment of a buffer one having a police station

to boost security in the area.

b) Makes any other recommendations it deems appropriate in the circumstances of the

case.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/4OII2OI9 OBSERVATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS

OBSERVATIONS

l. The settlers were being harassed by security agencies and other government operatives and

there was need to restore sanity in the area.

2. It was not clear whether the petitioners had any documentation on the relocation process

i.e. the initiation, the execution and the promises made to them.

3. There was need for the petitioners to develop a comprehensive list of the people or

households affected by the matter.

4. There were public facilities in the area like schools, electricity supply, playgrounds, and

Iand earmarked for a hospital.

5
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RESOLUTIONS

It was resolved that:

l. The legal counsel attached to the committee to prepare a brief to the Committee on the

process of compulsory acquisition of land and indicate if the process was adhered to in the

circumstances elaborated on in the petition.

2. The petitioner to provide documentation/evidence of the said evictions, resettlement and

promises made to the affected families.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no other the meeting was adjoumed at I I .29 pm.

I

a

SIGNED
THE HON.
CHAIRPERSON,
DEPARTMENTAL

MBIUKI, M.P.

ON ENWIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

DATE: 2T lo lzog

i
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MINUTES OF THE TIST SITTING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES HELD ON THURSDAY I9TH
SEPTEMBER, 2019 AT t1:30 AM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM ON 4rH FLOOR,
CONTINENTAL HOUSE, PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS.

PRESENT

l. The Hon. Kareke Mbiuki, M.P. Chairperson
2. The Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor, M.P. Vice Chairperson
3. The Hon. Benjamin Jomo Washiali, M.P., CBS

4. The Hon. Hilary Kiplang'at Kosgei, M.P.

5. The Hon. Nasri Sahal Ibrahim, M.P.

6. The Hon. Peter Kimari Kihara, M.P

7. The Hon. Charles Ong'ondo Were, M.P.

8. The Hon. Charity Kathambi Chepkwony, M.P

9. The Hon. Rozaah Buyu. M.P.

10. The Hon. Ali Wario Guyo, M.P.

I l. The Hon. Amin Deddy Mohamed Ali, M.P.

12. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, M.P.

13. The Hon. Beatrice Cherono Kones, M.P.

14. The Hon. (Eng.) Paul Musyimi Nzengu, M.P.

APOLOGIES

l. The Hon. Benjamin Dalu Tayari, M.P.

2. The Hon. Said Hiribae, M.P.

3. The Hon. David Kangogo Bowen, M.P.

4. The Hon. Hassan Oda Hulufo, M.P

5. The Hon. Rehema Hassan, M.P.

FRIEND TO THE COMMITTEE

The Hon. Simon Kingara, MP

IN ATTENDANCE

MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND WILDLIFE

1. Prof. Fred Segor
2. John Gicaci
3. Christopher Musumbu
4. Dr. Erastus Kanga
5. Jonathan Kirui

Principal Secretary
Chief Finance Officer
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

1. Ms. Esther Nginyo
2.Mr. Dennis Mogare
3. Mr. Sydney Lugaga
4. Mr. Stanley Lagat
5. Ms. Winnie Kulei
6. Ms. Yunis Amran
7. Mr. Eugene Luteshi

The Members adopted the Agenda of the meeting

MIN.NO.DC/ENR/35 7 I 2OI9 :

Hon. Simon Kingara posed his question as follows:

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

MEETING WITH THE CABINET
SECRETARY FOR TOURISM AND
WILDLIFE REGARDING A QUESTION
ASKED BY HON. SIMON KINGARA.

Clerk Assistant II
Clerk Assistant [I
Legal Counsel I
Serjeant-at-Arms I
Research Officer III
Fiscal Analyst III
Audio Recording Officer

AGENDA

i) Prayers
ii) Confirmation of Minutes
iii) Matters Arising
iv) Meeting with the Cabinet Secretary for Tourism and Wildlife regarding the following: -

o Question asked by Hon. Simon Kingara, MP
o Petition by Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, MP regarding Human-Wildlife Conflict in Kibwezi

East Constituency
v) AOB
vi) Date of the next Sitting

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/3 50 12019 z PRELIMINARIES

The meeting was called to order at I L38 a.m. after which prayers were said. The Chairperson then
asked all those present to introduce themselves. He then stated that the main agenda of the meeting
was meeting with the Cabinet Secretary for Tourism and Wildlife regarding the following: -

o Question asked by Hon. Simon Kingara, MP
o Petition by Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, MP regarding Human-Wildlife Conflict in Kibwezi East

Constituency

Confirmation of the minutes of the previous sitting was deferred to the next sitting.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/358/2019:
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a) What action is the Ministry taking to contain hippopotamus and other wild animals along

the rivers and streams that are causing deaths and injuries to residents and livestock and

destruction of crops in Muchana Estate in Ruiru Constituency?

b) What plans has the Ministry put in place to ensure the victims and affected families of
human-wildlife conflict are compensated for the loss of life, crops or livestock in Ruiru

constituency?

Prof. Fred Segor, Principal Secretary, Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife appeared before the
Committee and briefed it that:

The following were the actions taken by the Ministry through KWS in response to conflicts
caused by hippos:

a) Continuous community engagement to educate and create awareness on human-
wildlife co-existence (meetings, barazas, seminars and workshops). Muchana
Estate and its environs was singled out during the development of the neighboring
Tatu City open area integrated wildlife management plan of 2012-2017,anda series

of awareness creation forums were conducted (Table 3). The community was

sensitized on matters of hippopotamus, leopards and other species.

b) Capture and translocation - Two hippos were captured and translocated from the

Constituency to Nairobi National Park in July 2019. Assessments are ongoing to
determine the remaining population and to identify the inhabited dams.

c) Ranger post Established - Due to increasing reports from the area, an additional
patrol base has been established at Juja and provided with a motorbike that has

reduced the time taken to respond to conflicts.

2. The following tables provide the status of different conflicts reported within Ruiru

Constituency in the last five years and their respective status:
'I
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Humans versus hippo conflicts for the last five years

CONFLICT
TYPE

2015 2016 2017 201 8 20t9 TOTAL STATUS

Death 0 0 0 1 0 I The late Paul Irungu Wairimu
of IID No.25579495 was

attacked and killed by a hippo

on 2ll5l20l8 Kamiti Ruturu

location. Compensation is still
pending awaiting deliberations

and award by the Kiambu

CWCC.

Human

Injury
0 0 0 0 2 2 On the l5l0ll20l9 one Joseph

Kyathi Kiswili of ID No.

7562494 was injured on both

legs by a hippopotamus. He

has currently fully recovered

but he is yet to collect

compensation forms to initiate

the process of compensation.

On 1010712019, Willy Kariuki
Kibe of ID No.20ll67l3 was

injured by a Hippopotamus

and is still undergoing

treatment at Thika Level-S

Hospital.

Human

Threat

0 0 I 5 1 7 All cases attended and the

animals scared away.

Total 0 0 I 6 J l0
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Crop damager livestock predation and property destruction reported in Ruiru Constituency

b

CONFLICT
TYPE

2015 2016 2017 201 8 20t9 TOTAL STATUS

Crop

Damages

I t2 I 3 0 t7 All cases attended, verified and

farmers issued with
compensation forms that are

awaiting deliberation by the

Kiambu CWCC.

Livestock
Predation

0 0 0 4 J 7 All cases attended and traps for
leopard laid. Compensation

claim forms have been filled
and awaiting presentation to the

Kiambu CWCC.

Other

Properties

0 I 0 0 0 I This case was attended and the

owner advised accordingly.

Compensation claim forms

have been issued but yet to be

returned to KWS.

TOTAL I l3 I 7 3 25
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MIN.NO. DC/ENR/3 59 I2OI9 OBSERVATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS

OBSERVATIONS

Members observed that:

l. Ruiru town, an industrial centre, was highly polluted. However, the locals worked around

the clock hence need to deal with the human-wildlife conflict in the area decisively to

enable thriving of businesses in the area.

2. The hippos that were the major cause of the human-wildlife conflict in the area were still
in the vicinity and there was need to have them removed since they were near human

habitats which fueled the frequent conflicts.

3. Mr. Willy Kariuki Kibe, who had been attacked and injured by the animals had succumbed

to the injuries and had been buried on 19th July, 2019.

RESOLUTIONS

It was resolved that:

l. On the removal of hippos from Ruiru Centre, it was agreed that the Ministry of Tourism

and Wildlife to assess the situation in the area and chart the way forward. It shall then

report to the committee on the way forward within 60 days from the date of the meeting.

2. The area MP, the Hon. Simon Kingara to help the locals who had suffered attacks from the

animals to lodge compensation claims with the KWS.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/3 6012019 z MEETING WITH THE CABINET
SECRE,TARY FOR TOURISM AND
WILDLIFE REGARDING A PETITION
BY HON. JESSICAH MBALU, MP ON
HUMAN.WILDLIFE CONFLICT IN
KIBWEZI EAST CONSTITUENCY

Prof. Fred Segor, Principal Secretary, Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife appeared before the

Committee and briefed it that:

l. On the Committee intervening with a view to ensuring that Kenya Wildlife Service

expeditiously compensates victims and affected families for loss of lives and destruction

of property caused; he stated that the following was the status of HWC claims from

Makueni County, where Kibwezi East Constituency is located covering the period 2014 to

May 2017).

l

I

I
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County/Conflict
Type

Total
No
Claim
s

Approved and Fully
Paid Claims

Approved
Partially
Claims

And
Paid Total

Pending
Amount

No Of
Claims

Total
Paid

No Of
Claims

Amount
Paid

MAKUENI
COUNTY
Human Death 25 6 30,000,000 l3 19,500,000 45,500,000

Human Injury l9l 0 0 103 0 31,650,000

Crop Damage 226 0 0 29 0 2,975,227

Livestock
predation* 27 27

Property destruction
,F l0 l0

2. On the Committee recommending that the Kenya Wildlife Service erects an electric fence

at all areas with schools in Masongaleni , Mtito Andei, Thange and Ivingoni-Nzambani

wards of Kibwezi East Constituency; Bordering Tsavo East National Park, Tsavo West

National Park and Chyulu National Park to mitigate the conflict; he stated that:

a) The community living adjacent to Tsavo East National Park benefits from projects

funded by KWS under the Corporate Social Responsibility program. They are funded

based on proposals submitted by the community through the area Community Warden.

b) The constituents ought to develop proposals in line with the fencing of the particular

schools in question for consideration for funding by KWS CSR program.

3. On the Committee engageing KWS to ensure that perimeter fences are erected along the

unfenced parts of Tsavo East park bordering KibweziEast Constituency and Chyulu Hills
National Park to ward off elephants and other animals that stray to human settlements; he

stated that

a) The area of Tsavo West National Park bordering the community areas of Mtito Andei,

Mang'elete and Bondeni has a perimeter electric fence of 20.30km of 6-strands that

was constructed in200212006 as a human wildlife mitigation measure. This fence had

been considered for rehabilitation within the current financial year to enhance

efficiency.
b) Fencing of Chyulu National park was expected to commence as soon as public

participation and stakeholders/community consultative forums are undertaken. This

fence is being built in collaboration with one of our partners, the David Sheldrick
Foundation.

c) Problem animal control hotspots were identified from time to time and given priority
attention including intensified driving of animals further inside the park, while capture

and translocation of problem animals is also undertaken.

7
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4. On the Committee intervening through the relevant ministry to facilitate the Kenya wildlife
Service to increase the number of posts or camps in the area for efficient surveillance and

quick response to distress calls whenever elephants and other wild animals stray to human

settlements he stated that a new outpost had been established at Katulye village in
Masongaleni area. This outpost has a mobile HWC response team that ensures swift
response to any wildlife straying from Tsavo East National Park into the community areas.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/3 6I I2OI9 . OBSERVATIONS/RESOLUTIONS

OBSERVATIONS

It was observed that:

l. The term of the Makueni County Wildlife Conservation and Compensation Committee had

lapsed and no committee was in place. This had stalled any lodging of compensation

claims.

2. There was need to erect electric fences in priority areas (to be identified in conjunction

with the area MP) to curb the movement of animals into human settlements.

3. There was need to provide water pans in the parks to discourage animals from venturing

out of the parks in search of the same.

4. There was fencing on going on the Chyulu Hills National Park side but it needed to be

expedited.

5. There was need to expedite the ongoing rehabilitation of road network around the affected

areas to facilitate expeditious response by the KWS rangers whenever an attack is reported.

6. There was need for the KWS to put up more outposts and increase the number of staff to

ensure effective response to animal attacks.

RESOLUTIONS

It was resolved that:

l. The ministry of tourism and wildlife shall prepare a detailed report focusing on Kibwezi

East Constituency not the entire Makueni County and submit to the committee within 2
weeks from the date of the meeting. The said report should capture the most recent

incidents in the area.

2. The committee shall seek the permission of the House to extend the period of consideration

of the petition to allow the ministry to file a focused and updated report on the matter.

I
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MIN.NO. DC/ENR/352/20 19 :

There being no other business

SIGITTED:

ADJOT]RNMENT

was adjourned at 1.51 pm.

TIIE HON. KAREKE
CHAIRPERSON,

M.P.

DEPARTMENTAL COMNIITTEE ON EITVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

DATE: ar/t o19o

^
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MINUTES OF THE TOTH SITTING OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES HELD ON TUESDAY ITTH

SEPTEMBER,2olg AT 11:30 AM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM ON sTH FLOOR,
CONTINENTAL HOUSE, PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS.

PRESENT

l. The Hon. Kareke Mbiuki, M.P. Chairperson
2. The Hon. Benjamin Jomo Washiali, M.P., CBS

3. The Hon. Hilary Kiplang'at Kosgei, M.P.

4. The Hon. Nasri Sahal Ibrahim, M.P.

5. The Hon. Benjamin Dalu Tayari, M.P.

6. The Hon. Peter Kimari Kihara, M.P

7. The Hon. Charles Ong'ondo Were, M.P.

8. The Hon. Charity Kathambi Chepkwony, M.P

9. The Hon. Rozaah Buyu. M.P.

10. The Hon. Ali Wario Guyo, M.P.

I l. The Hon. Said Hiribae, M.P.

12.The Hon. Amin Deddy Mohamed Ali, M.P.

APOLOGIES

L The Hon. Sophia Abdi Noor, M.P. Vice Chairperson
2. The Hon. Francis Chachu Ganya, M.P.

3. The Hon. David Kangogo Bowen, M.P.

4. The Hon. Beatrice Cherono Kones, M.P.

5. The Hon. Hassan Oda Hulufo, M.P

6. The Hon. (Eng.) Paul Musyimi Nzengu, M.P.

7. The Hon. Rehema Hassan, M.P.

FRIENDS TO THE COMMITTEE

The Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, CBS, MP

The Hon. Muturi Kigano, MP

The Hon. Shakeel Shabbir, MP

IN ATTENDANCE

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTRY

l.
2.

J.

l. Hon Mohamed Elmi
2. Joel Kitili, CBS
3. Henry Obino
4. Stephen Katua

Chief Administrative Secretary
Secretary, Administration
Director, Administration
NEMA
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5. Marrian Kioko

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

l. Ms. Esther Nginyo
2. Mr. Dennis Mogare
3. Mr. Joseph Okongo
4. Mr. Stanley Lagat
5. Mr. Eugene Luteshi

NEMA

Clerk Assistant II
Clerk Assistant II
Senior Media Relations Officer
Serjeant-at-Arms I
Audio Recording Officer

AGENDA

i) Prayers
ii) Confirmation of Minutes
iii) Matters Arising
iv) Meeting with the Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Forestra to respond to a

question asked by Hon. Muturi Kigano, MP.
v) Meeting with Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, CBS, MP regarding a Petition on Human Wildlife

Conflict in Kibwezi East Constituency.
vi) AOB
vii)Date of the next Sitting

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/3 5012019 z PRELIMINARIES

The meeting was called to order at I 1.36 a.m. after which prayers were said. The Chairperson then

stated that the main agenda of the meeting was:

a) Meeting with the Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Forestry to respond to a question
asked by Hon. Muturi Kigano, MP.

b) Meeting with Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, CBS, MP regarding a Petition on Human Wildlife
Conflict in Kibwezi East Constituency.

The Members adopted the Agenda of the meeting.

MIN.NO.DCIENR/351/2019: - CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Confirmation of the minutes of the previous sitting was deferred to the next sitting.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/352/20 I 9: MEETING WITH THE CABINET
SECRETARY FOR ENVIRONMENT
AND FORESTRY TO RESPOND TO

QUESTION 327t2019 ASKED BY HON.
KIGANO, MP.MUTURI

The question was posed as follows:

2



a)

b)

c)

What steps has the Ministry taken to implement environmental policies as outlined in the

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and Waterfowl Habitats, ratified by Kenya I 1990, to

promote the conservation of wetlands?

Why has the National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) continued to allow

the intrusion and destruction of wetlands in the Country through indiscriminate infills,
construction and establishments of structures on water springs and riparian lands, such as

land between Kanyagia and Kiambu Roads, land in Embulbul-Ngong Township area,

Kigwa springs, land near the Northern bypass flyover, as well as the wetlands at Mjini
Stream that runs parallel to Murang'a Road in Murang'a Town?

What action is the Ministry taking to reclaim wet and riparian lands and protect them from

further encroachments?

I

Hon Mohamed Elmi, Administrative Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forestry,

appeared before the Committee and briefed it that:

On the steps taken by the Ministry to implement Environmental Policies as outlined in the

Ramsar convention on Wetlands and waterfowl Habitats, ratified by Kenya in 1990, to

promote the conservation of wetlands he stated that:

a) The Ministry through NEMA had developed and put in place a robust wetland policy for

the entire Country, from which appropriate relevant interventions and mitigations are

derived and implemented by all the institutions concerned in wetlands protection under

their respective jurisdictions. The Ministry had also generated a National Action Plan for

Wetland conservation, preservation and protection all over the Country and; accordingly

generated National Implementation Strategies for the Action Plan.

b) The Ministry, on behalf of the Government of Kenya, had developed comprehensive

wetland regulations to inventorize all wetlands in the Country, preserve, conserve and

protect them for public interest, in line with Section42 and Section 55 of EMCA 1999. In

this regard, the Ministry had generated Wetlands Alta for the Country. It had put in place

a strong and robust monitoring system to mitigate related impacts on wetlands.

c) The Ministry through NEMA prepared management plans for all the six Ramsar sites in

Kenya. These Management plans are updated after every five (5) years.

d) The Ministry, through NEMA had put in place strong monitoring systems of all major

wetlands in Kenya and Ramsar sites in particular. Kenya has six (6) Ramsar sites. Five

(5) of them are in the Rift Valley namely; Lake Baringo, Lake Bogoria, Lake Nakuru, Lake

Naivasha and Lake Elementaita. The sixth one is the giant Tana Delta in Tana River.

e) The Ministry had identified other major wetlands in the Country and was in the process of
gazettement for their protection for the preparation of management plans. These include:

Kibirong, Kingwal, Sio-Siteko, Lake Kanyaboli, Ol bolosat and Ewaso-Narok. By way of
public participation in line with Article l0 as read with article 232 of the Constitution of

I
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Kenya 2010, the process of revitalizing Lake Kamnarok and resuscitation of Lake Turkana,

Lake Jipe, Lake Chala and Kenyatta are on schedule.

D The Ministry had formulated an Integrated Coastal Zone Management Policy (ICZM

Policy), ICZM Action Plan and ICZM Implementation Strategies. It had also generated

State of the Coast Report Second Edition in 2017, Awareness and Behavioural Change

Communication Strategy 2016-2021 towards integrated Management of Kenya's Coastal

and Marine Resources for the Country, highlighting changes in trends and conservation

interventions of the Kenyan Coast.

On why NEMA continued to allow the intrusion and destruction of wetlands in the Country

through indiscriminate infills, construction and establishments of structures on water

springs and riparian lands, such as land between Kanyagia and Kiambu Roads, land in

Embulbul-Ngong Township area, Kigwa springs, land near the Northern bypass flyover,
as well as the wetlands at Mjini Stream that runs parallel to Murang'a Road in Murang'a

Town he stated that:

a) The Ministry through NEMA had formulated and gazetted Environmental and Social

Impact Assessment Regulations 2003. These regulations operationalize Section 58 and

67 of EMC A 1999, which compels all project proponents (lndividuals, Private Entitles,

MDAs and County Governments) to undertake mandatory ESIA and submit to NEMA
for approval or rejection before proponent commences construction and development

of the site.

b) NEMA had never sanctioned and or allowed intrusion and destruction of wetlands in

the Country through indiscriminate infill, construction and establishment of structures

on water springs and riparian lands as alleged by the member for Kangema

Constituency. This happened only as a result of systematic failure of MDAs and

County Governments who approve such establishments without any reference to

NEMA.
c) Environmental protection was a responsibility for all living in Kenya, by cooperating

with NEMA, being patriotic, law abiding citizens and willingly protecting wetlands.

Above all, all Government Ministries, Departments, Agencies and County

Governments must take their mandate seriously and implement the policies, the

regulations and the Environmental laws in the country to file Environmental Audit
Report annually in line with Section 67 of EMCA 1999.

On what action was the Ministry taking to reclaim wet and riparian lands and protect them

from further encroachments he stated that:

a) The Ministry with enhanced capacity to NEMA in terms of manpower, machinery,

material and financial resources, will ensure it up scales inspection and monitoring
all wetlands in the County, update the wetland inventory after every two years,

gazette significant wetlands, prepare management plans for wetlands, remove

J
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illegal structures on wetland riparian, protect all springs countrywide and ensure

safe water quality flow into our lakes, rivers, marshes, springs.

b) Further the Ministry would like to request Parliament to harmonize existing

conflicts of laws as regards to riparian zones in EMCA 1999, Water Act 2012 and

Agriculture Act, which undermine effective compliance and enforcement process

as regards to wetlands and riparian zones.

c) Further, the entire Nairobi and Central Kenya are wetlands and more so catchment

areas for Athi and Tana Rivers. Most of the Estates are not connected to sewer lines.

This situation will make the rivers and lakes dirty and highly polluted. The entire

Rivers in Nairobi, Athi in Machakos and Sosian in Eldoret are polluted. The

Ministry can only urge the entities concerned to construct adequate sewer lines and

compel home owners to connect to the sewer lines as it has always been doing.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/353/20 1 9 : OBSERVATIONS

Members observed that:

l. The Ministry and NEMA ought to be proactive since most of the reported degradation of
wetlands was happening in the open, along highways hence would not escape their view.

2. The degradation of wetlands had huge implications on impacts of climate change and food

security concerns.

3. There were challenges of overlapping laws with respect to wetland definition and therefore

conservation. This needed harmonization.

4. Wetlands were threatened across the country and NEMA seemed overwhelmed in

execution of its mandate in terms of inadequate staff and budgetary allocations.

5. There was need to sensitize members of the public on the importance of wetland

conservation in order to ensure sustainable wetland conservation based on community

participation.

6. There was need for action form NEMA and the Ministry to conserve wetlands instead of
relying on paper reports that had no bearing on actual conservation efforts.

7. There was need to reform NEMA which was allegedly steeped in corrupt dealings in order

to protect those degrading wetlands, among other areas.

8. There was need to develop an institutional framework for wetland conservation.

9. There was need for the Ministry and NEMA to take decisive action on the causes of damage

to the wetlands failure to which its effect on climate change will intense.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/3 54I2OI9 : MEETING WITH HON. JESSICAH
MBALU, MP REGARDING A
PETITION ON HUMAN WILDLIFE

I
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CONFLICT IN KIBWEZI EAST
CONSTITUENCY.

The Hon. Jessicah Mbalu, CBS, MP appeared before the Committee and briefed it that:
l. The fourth schedule of the constitution assigns the national government the responsibility

of protection of the environment and natural resources.

2. In the recent past, residents of Masongaleni, Thange, Mtito Andei and Ivingoni-Nzambani
wards in Kibwezi East Constituency had experienced increasing attacks by elephants

resulting in loss of lives and livestock and destruction of crops and property.
3. Numerous cases of HWC had been reported to authorities and claims for compensation

lodged in vain.

4. Most parts of the constituency, including schools, bordering National Parks remain
unfenced making it easy for animals to stray out.

5. Learning in most schools bordering the National Parks had been paralyzed at times for
several weeks due to attacks by especially elephants.

6. The KWS wardens were clearly overwhelmed resulting in delay in responding to distress

calls from residents.

7. Efforts of the residents to resolve the matter through demonstrations against the inaction
by the KWS had borne no results.

She then stated that her prayers were that the National Assembly through the Committee on

Environment and Natural Resources:

1. Intervenes to ensure the KWS expeditiously compensates victims and affected families for
loss of lives and destruction of property.

2. Recommends that KWS erects an electric fence at all areas with schools in Masongaleni,
Thange, Mtito Andei and Ivingoni-Nzambani wards bordering Tsavo East and West
National Parks and Kyulu Hills National Park to mitigate conflicts.

3. Intervenes through the relevant ministry to facilitate the KWS to increase the number of
posts or camps in the area for effective surveillance and quick response to distress calls
whenever elephants stray to human settlements.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/3 55 12019 z AOB

a) The Hon. Shakeel Shabbir, MP reported that there was still dumping at a dumpsite in
Kisumu which Ministry of Environment officials had indicated was not to be used anymore
for dumping. He also pointed out that Kibos River was still being polluted by industrial
discharge. There was need for decisive action from the ministry of environment and

forestry.
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Resolution
It was resolved that the Chief Administrative Secretary, Ministry of Environment and

Forestry who was visiting Kisumu shall revisit the place, witness the on goings and chart

the way forward.

b) It was reported that an invitation was extended to the committee to visit the KEFRI
premises to appreciate its research activities and other operations from l9s to 23'd

September,2019.

Resolution
Due to the short notice, the Secretariat was directed to respond asking for a future,

appropriate date and seeking clarity on the itinerary for the visit.

c) It was reported that an invitation was extended to the Committee by the Ministry of Water,

Sanitation and Irrigation to attend a sanitation conference at the KICC from l9th to 23rd

September,2019.

Resolution
It was resolved that Members intending to participate submit their nalnes to the Secretariat

for planning of the logistics of their attendance.

MIN.NO. DC/ENR/356/2019: ADJOURNMENT

There being no other the meeting was adjourned at L56 pm.

SIGNED

A

THE HON. , M.P.
CHAIRPERSON,
DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

DATE: 0 zol
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