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PART 2

. The purpose of Declaration of Basin Areas

l.l. lntegrated Water Resource M;uragemcnt considers the envitoumental. social and

econo:mic aspects of a river basin. and ellstlres that these aspects are integrated into an

overall lllanagenlent strateg:,,. It ain'rs to achieve ir sustainable balance betrveen the

rutilisation. develol:ttteut aud ptotection of u'ater resc,tlrces

1.2. Section 24 of the WaterAct, 2016 requires the Autl"roritl', follouing consultations rvith

the Cabinet Secretary. to designate a defined area fiom rvhich min rvater flou's iuto a

u,atercourse to be a basin area for purposes of the Act. In this regard, the Authority has

proposed to designate the 6 Basin Areas of Kenya as follows:

1.2.1, Lake Victorin North Basin Area

The Lake Victoria North Basin has an area of l8-374 kmz and is located at thc westem

part ofthe countr\'. rvith Mt Iilgon to the north. Uganda bordering to the rrcst and Lake

Victoria to the south-n,est.

The topography of the Lake \/ictoria North Basin varies ftom 4,320 rnasl at IvIt Elgon to

1. 130 nasl at Lake Victoria. 'flre Nzoia Rivor is tltc largcst ril'er in thc Basin ancl drains

70% qf thc catchment. lbllou,ecl b1'the Yala l{rver rthich clrains lil9'i, of thr: catchtneut.

Both rivers drain into Lake Victoria. The Sio River florvs actoss the Ugandan bolder'

betbre draining ir,to Latrle Victoria. The Nzoia Rrver is a pemrauent river rvith seasonal

variabilitl'ancl high flou's during the trvo rainv seasous. lrhich frequentll'cause the river

to burst its banl<s and cause flooding of the lolver plaius. Surface u'ater qualitf is

degraded clue to eftltrent discharges fi'om maior tc,wns ancl urban areas, factories in

Eldoret as rvell as dtte to irrigation tetttrn flou's iu sonre areas.

The I-ake Victoria North Basin is divided into 40 sttb-basins

1.2.2. Lake Victorin South Basin Area

Tlre lake Victoria South Basin has a catchment area of 26 906 km2 zurd is in the westeln

part of the country,. It borders Tanzania to the South and Lalie Victoria to the East. The

Basin receives the second highest rainfall in ttre countty, after the Lake Victoria Nortli

Basin.

The basin is characterised b1'the Nandi escarpment trortlt-east of Kisutnu arrd the Mau

Forcst Cornpler alorrg its uofth-easteru border u,ith the Rift Valley Basin ftonr rrherc its

major rivers originate, including the N;audo, Sondu. I\{ara and Gucha riters, The Mara

River crosses the border into Tanzania in the Masai Mara Natiotul Resere.

Collectirely,. these 4 rivers drain alurost 80% of the Lake Victoria South Basin.

Ths rernair-rder ofthe trasiu is drained by smaller catchtnct'tts discharging into tlte Winttu-t

Gulf of Lake Victoria. The Lake Victoria South Basin faces the north-eastem side of
Lake Victoria,lrhich is the largest fieshrvater lake ur Af ica. The Lakc is a shared water
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resotllce bet['een Kenl'a. Tanzania and Uganda. The main r.etlands in the Basin arreassociated u'ith the Migori. Nt'ando and Sondu Miriu Rivers originating in the Mar.rForcst complcx. Thc Ni'a,do (Kusa) S*'a,rp. locatcd at thc urouth ofthc Nyando Rivcr,
is co'ered rvitrr dense pap)'rus beds and is home to man1. mre bird species.

Thc Lake victoria Nortrr Basi, is divided into 29 srrb-basi,s.

1.2.3. Rift Vailey Basin Area
The Rifl valley'Basin has arl area of 131 .123 kmr. It has a long. narou, shape borclcring
south sudan afld Ethiopia in thc north and ranzania in thc south. Thc bottorn half of thcbasin is bordered b5'the Lake victoria North and South basins to the s,est. and the Athi
and rana basins to the east. The central and northern part ofthe basin is borderecl b'uganda to thc rvest and thc Ervaso Ng'iro Nor.th Basin to thc cast.

Lake Turkana is Iocated in the northern Rift Vallei, Basin and is the largest lake inKenya' Tho northenr Parl of the basin is classified as arid land ancl is onc of the clricstparts of thc couutry. Thc ccntral part of the basin is surroundcd bi, the rvater tor,rrers of
Cherangani Hills. Mau Forest and the Aberdare Range. fonrring the so-called ,Rift
Vallel,' fiom rvhich thc basin cli:rives its narne.

Drainage in the Rift vallel' Basin is characterizecl b1, seven urajor lakes *-ith theirrespective drainage basins: Lake Turkana- incltrding the onro Riyer catc6nrent inEthiopia' Tho Kcrio ancl Turkrvcl rivcrs are thc major Kcnvan rivcrs lhich drail to LakeTurkana frorrt thc soutlt-u'est. Thc sccond Iargest clrainagc basin (g 350 krnr) is Lake
Magadi in the sor-rth of the Ritt vallel' Basin- n'hich is nraink.fed b5.underground rivers.The nrajor rivcrs $hich fecd Lake Baringo include thc perkerra River a,cl the MoloRivcr and thc Mtrkutan Rivcr. Lahc Nail]asha has a clrainagc arca of 3 130 k,r?; thcperennial Malerva and Gilgil rivers account for nearll. gtt% of the lake,s inflou,. In thecentral part of the basin, is Lake Bogoria. The wrseg"s River (or Sandai Riyer) is a ri'er
that riscs on tltc slopcs ofthc N1'pdarua Platcau bclorv the Abcrdare Rangc. discharginginto Lake Bogoria. Lakes Nakunt and Elementaita have much snraller drairrage areas
and are located close to Nakunr Tosr.

In addition to thc abovc lakcs; aud their rcspectivc drainage arcas, thc Rift valleS, Basin
has three tnore river basins: the Jhrash River w'hich relas tne Lotikipi s*.arnp; the
Suguta fuvcrt': and the pclennial Eu'aso Ng'iro South Rir.cr tvhich origipatcs o, the Mau
Escatpmcnt. It tlorvs south$'arcls ancl crosscs thc bordcr into Tanzania. rr,hcrc it curpticsinto Lake Natron.

TIto main $'ctlands in thc Rill vallc'Basin suround the scvcn major lake rcgio,s a,d
sLlpport a varictl' of'fauna. Onll' Lakes Baringo and Naiyaslra havc ficsh rvater, rvhile
the other lakes have salilte tlatet'. Lake Turkana is the u'orld's largest pernranent desertlake and thc rr''orlcl's largest allialine lakc. Turkana Laks is dcsignatcd ,s a UNESC9
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World Heritage Site, rvhile Lakes Barurgo, Bogoria. Elmenteita, Nair,'asha and Nakuru

are designated as Ramsar sites.

The rainfall seasonalitl,in the Rift Valley Basin is complex, u'ith ground altitude plaf ing

an important contributing factor. The uorthem part ofthe Basin is classified as arid land.

the ceutral pafl as humid and the southern pal't as sctui-arid.

The Rift Valley Basin is divirled into 33 sutr-basins.

1.2.4. r\thi Basin Area
The Athi Basin has An area of 66 435 km2 and borders Tanzania to the south. the Inclian

Ocean coastline to the east, the Tana Basin to the north and the Rift Vallel' Basin to the

rvest. Tlre Athi River is the rnain river iu the Athi Basin, draining abovt 5To/o (3 8 170

km2; of the basin. It is the second longest river in I(en1,a (afterthe Tala River) and has

a total length of 390 km. The Lumi River or"iginates in the Athi Basin in Kenya along

the eastem slopes of Klimanjaro. rurd flows across the border ittto thnzania, u'hile the

Umba River florvs fi'om Tanzania into the Athi l]asin south of Mombasa. Various

suraller rir,ers dmin the eastern coastal pafts of tlie basin and discharge into thc Indian

Ocean. The Athi Basin inch"xles r-najor rvetland s1'stcms including Olngarua srvamp" Ol

Keju Ado. Ndumato, Mamauga Esokota, Jipe, Mangcri Srl'am1l and thr: nlarlgrove

s\vaulps along the coast.

Ttre Athi basiu also includes irrland fi'eslrrvater lakes such as Jipe, Chala and Anrboseli.

These svsterlls al'e being threatcncd bv or,erexploitation of snrfitcc and gtoundu'ater

resources, catchrnent degradation *,hich result in increased sediment loads, land use

changes, encroachmertt and pollution.

The Athi Basin is divided into 32 sub-basins.

1.2.5. Tana Basin Area
Tlre Tana Basin has a catchrrrent area of 126.208 km2. The catchment borders Somalia

and the Indiarr Ocean coastline in the east. the Athi Basin to the south, the Eu'aso Ng'iro
North Basin to the nofth, and the Rifl: Valle-v- Basin to the rvest.

The upper parts of the catchment receive high rainfall and include some of the most

productive agricultural lands in the countly. The T'ana River is the main river in the basin

and drairrs approxinratelv 760r'o oltthe Tana Basin. It originates on tlre slopes of Mt Kenl'a

arrd tloq,s eastu,ard until it rcaches Garissa torvn. after rvhich it florvs southrvards and

pours into the Indian Ocean at the Tana Delta. Upstream tributarics include the Chania,

Thiba" IVlaragua and T'hka rivers. Easts ards-draining. se asonal tributaries ir:in the maiu

stein of the 'fana Itivel dorvustream of Garissa and inclucle Nihunguthu. Maua, I(ornoli,

Galole and Kokani rivers. Srnaller rivers in the norllt-eastenr part of the basin drairt to

Sornalia and the Indian Ocean. The Tana River discharges iuto the Inclian Oceau at the

Tana Deita.
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The Tana River ltosts Kent'a's largest and richest u,etlands. As the fur,er enters the
Indian Occan, before thc coral rccf drop of{ thc lala River passcs through a largc
floodplain of rvetlarrds, riverine forests, rvoodlands. bushlands. fresh and brackish lakes,
estuaries. tnangro\/es and grasslands commonll' referred to as thO Tana Delta. 'l'lre upper
part of thc Tana Basin also hosts rvctlands along triburtarics abovc thc Scvcn Forks dams.
These rvctlands arc undcr threat from expansion of agriculturc, Thcrc are also otlrer
estuaries and mangroves associated rvith the coastal region of rana Bersin.

Thc Tana Basin is dividcd into 39 sub-basins

1.2.6. Ewaso Ng'iro North Basin Area
Tho Elvaso Ng'iro North Basin bordcrs Ethiopia in thc north. Souralia in thc cast, Rift
Vallel' Basin in thc q'est and Tana Basin in the south. The Basin covers ar1area of about
210.000 kmz, u'lrich is approximatelt'360/o ofthe totalarea of Ken1,a. It is the largest of
the six river basins iu Kcuva, but n'ith the least population as it falls mostll. rvithin Aricl
and Scnri-Arid Land (ASAL).

The Ervaso Ng'iro Rivor is the largest river of the Basin. rvith a catchnrent of 8l 750
km2 or about 399l<, of the basin. Its main upstrcam tnbutarics incluclc Ervaso Narok.
Nanyuki, Isiolo, Osinl''ai and Milgis rivers. Aftcr tlrc conflncnces of these rivers. the
Etvaso Ng'iro North Rir.er florls eastrvards, becornes significantlr,drier and discharges
into to the Lorian Srvantp. Latge sercpage losscs occur along thc lou,cr pafis of the rivcr.
Rivcrs in thc northcru and ccntral parts of the basin arc scasonal rivcrs. Somc origiuate
fronr lithiopia and florv into the Etvaso Ng'iro North Basiu e.g. the Kore and Bolo rivers
in tlre north-u'estem part of the basin ulrich drain into an endoreic area. Larger ilr,ers in
thc ccntral part of tho basin includc thc Bogal. Bor and Katulo rivcrs- rvhich clrain in a
soutlt-easterll"dircction across the ceutral and eastenr part ofthe basin tos'ards Somalia.
The Dan'a River is a perennial river fi'orn south-east Ethiopia and fonns part of the
Kcnva Ethiopia border in thc north-cast betrvcen Malka-Mari ald Maldom. l,al<c Ol-
bolossat is a high-altitude lakc in Nvaudama Count1,. and is thc sourcc of the E1'aso
Narok River rr'hich supplies \\'ater to N1'ahumnr ancl recharges the Ol-bolossat aquifer.
Other u'etlands in thc catchmettt include En'aso-Narok ancl Suguta Marmar su,amps. Thc
Loriarr Srvanrp is a largc u'ctland that is homc to man\. largc marnnrals ancl othcr l,ilcllifb.
Tlris rvetland area is an intportant source for groundn'ater recharge of the Merti aquifer.

Tltosc s-r'stctlrs arc bcing thrcatcucd br,'catchmcnt dcgraclation rvhich rcsult in incrcasccl
sedirnent loads, land use changes, cncroachurent iurd pollution.

Tho Ewaso Ng'iro North Basin is clivided into 26 sub-basins

2. The Legislative Context
2.1. TlreWaterActrvaset:actedin2()t6.ancl carneintoforceon2l't April20lT.Thislarv

gavc cffcct to various provisions of thc Constitution of Kcnva including protccting thc
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right to a clean and healthy environment, sustamable marlagemeut of rvater resources
and soil and nater consen'ation.

2.2. The Water Resources Authority (in consultation rvith the Cabinet Secretary in charge of
s'ater) is required. under Section 24 of the Water Act. 2016 to designate Basin Areas.
tlrrotrglr publication in the Ciazettc.

2.3. The Authority intends to declarc the follon'ing six ((>) areas as Basin Areas for purposes
of compliance rvitli thc Water Act,2016

a. Athi River Basin Area
b. Tana Basin Area
c. Rift Valley Basin Area
d. Lake Victoria North Basin Area
e. Lake Victoria South Basin Area
f Ervaso Ng'iro North Basiu Area

2.4. The Strb-Basins witltin each of the Basin Areas are also contained m the Declaration

3. Policy Background:
3.1. The Water Act.2002 (nort repealed) nradc provision for designation ol'Catchmelt

Areas The Authoritr.has in the past managed rr.atcr resources through Catchment basccl

alrproach.

3.2. The promulgation ofthe Constitution of Kenla 2010 rnarked the beginniug ofthe policl
ret'ielv for the water sector. Tltis r,l as intendcd to fllll1' align the policl, and legal priorities
of the water sector, in tetms of the rnandates of thc national governrnent, ancl thc 47
county governments as stipulated in tlie Constitution.

3.3. In terms of policy, the tvater sector is divided furto three main sub-sectors: water
resorlrces managelnent; rvater harvestmg and storage and u'ater servtces. There ar.e also
various enabling sttb-sectors rvhose importance cuts across, inclucling lvater financing;
climate changelgeuder equitl,: roles of 1'outh and children: intercsts and needs ofpersons
rvith disabilities.

3.4. The cument rvater policv is the Natronal Water Policy, Sessional Paper No. I of Z0Zl.
The Sessional paper u,as been laid on the table of the National Assemblv on 8tl, June
202t.

4. Consultation Outcome
4.1. Public consultatiotts were hcld follorving au invitation for comnrents ancl input: the

advefiisement \\as carried in the Slqntlard Neu,sltctper of 8tl' September 2()2 I. No
ob.iections r.r'ere received and applicable colmnents havc been incorporatccl into the
docunrent.
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5. Guidance
5'l' The water resources of Kenya, a water-scarce country, are currently threatened on

various fronts' Addressing this, demands capacity for comprehensive water resources
management and planning, coupled with extensive investment in climate resilient water
infrastructure.

5'2' The critical importance of proper water resources planning and management is evidentin relation to Kenya's Big Four Agenda: Food security, Manufacturing, Affordable
universal health care and Affordable housing.

5'3' The Authority has also put in place Basin Plans whose main objectives are to provide a
clear pathway for the sustainable utilisation and development of the water resources of
the country.

6, Monitoring and Review
6.1 The Authority has put in place 5 year Strategic Plan that will ensure equitable allocation

of water resources across the country while ensuring sustainable use. Monitoring for the
planned activities will also be undertaken through the tools provided for under the plan.

7, Contact
7.1. The Contact person at the Water Resources Authority is the Chief Executive Officer-

Mr. Mohamed M. Shurie, or the Manager_Water Resources Assessment & Monitoring,
Mr John N. Kinyanjui.
Email

\L
M. SHURIE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFF'ICER

Dated this 0 day of 2021

tobe

ldi
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LEGAL NoTICE No, 235

TT{E WATER ACT,2016

(No.43 of20t6)
DEsIcNATToN on Besrru AREAs

IN E*ER.ISE of the powers coufe*ed by sectiou 24 of rhe water Act, 2016, trref;:T,ff IH:::*tx;il-#;?:i*[?i::.xiil*-d#:il[";*designa,es,hJ
(a) Lake Victoria North Basin Area;
(b) lake Victoria South Basin Area;
(c) Rift Valley Basiu Area;
(d) Arhi RiyerBasin Area;
(e) Taua Basiu Area; and
(0 Elvaso Ng,iro North Basiu Area.

1. Coturties

*" a,Jrl'lj,lf,x/e.covemnents fauing within rrre designarecr basin areas are as set our in
2. Sub-Basins
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1590 Kenya Sub sidiary l* gis lation, 202 I

FIRST SCHEDULE

PART I: COIINTIES WITHIN RESPECTIVE BASIN AREAS

Name of Basin Area Counties within respective Basin Areas

Basin Area l. Kiambu
2. Nairobi
3. Kajiado
4. Machakos
5. Makueni
6. Kilifi
7. TulaTaveta
8, Kwale
9. Mombasa

Tana Basin Area Area 1. I(rinyaga
2. Nyeri
3. Embu
4. Muranga
5. Tharaka Nithi
6. Garissa
7. Kitui
8. Tana River
9. Meru
l0.I-amu

Rift Valley Basin Area 1. Nakuru
2. Turkana
3. West Pokot
4. Baringo
5. Elgeyo Marakrpet
6. Narok,
7. Nyandarua

Lake \rictoria North Basin Area 1. Trans Nzoia
2. Kakamega
3. Bungoma
4. Siaya
5. Vihiga
6. Nandi
7. Uasin Gishu
8. Busia

Lake Victoria South Basin Area l. Kisii
2. Kisumu
3. Kericho
4. Nyamira
5. Migori
6. Homa Bay
7. Bomet

Ng'iro North Basiu Area 1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Laikipia
Sambunr
Isiolo
lvlandera
Marsabit
Waiir

t'



Kenya Legislation ,2021

PART II; KENYA BASIN AREAS
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1592 Keny a Sub sidtary Le gis latiort, 202 I

PART II B : DRAINAGE NETWORKS WITHIN BASIN AREAS

The drainage network and sub-basins of the Lake Victoria North Basin Area:
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The drainage uetlvork and sub_basins of
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the Lake Victoria South Basin Area
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1594 Kenya SVb sidiary lz gislation, 202 I

]BD

The drainage network and sub-basins of the Rift Valley Basin
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Kenya Subsidinry Iz gistation, 202 I
The drainage network and sub-basins of the Athi River Basin Area:
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r596 Kenya S%bsidiary Le gislation, 2A I
The drainage network and sub-basins of the Tana Basin Area
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Kenya Subsidiary Legblatinn,202I

network and sub_basins of the Ewaso Ng,iro North Basin Area
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1 598 Kenya Subsidiary Le gislation, 202 l

SECOND SCHEDLILE

SUB-BASINAREAS

S/No. Sub-Basins
in Lake
Vicloria
North Basin
Area

Sub-Basins
in Lake
Victoria
South Basin
Area

Sub-
Basins in
Rift
Valley
Basin
Area

Sub-
Basins in
Athi
Basin
Area

Sub-
Basins in
Tana
Basin
Area

Sub-
Basins in
Eyvaso
Ng'iro
North
Basin
Area

1 1AA lGA 2AA 3AA 4AA 5AA
2. 1AB IGB 2LB 3AB 4A.B 5AB
3 1AC lGC 28A 3AC 4A.C 5AC
4. lAD lGD 28B 3BA 4AD 5AD
-). 1AE lGE 2BC 3BB 4BA 58A
6. lAF 1GF zBD 3BC 48B 58B
7 lAG lGG 2CA 3BD 4BC 58C
8. lAH 1HA zCB 3CB 48D 58D
9 IBA 1I{B 2CC 3DA 48E 58E
10. 1BB IHC 2D 3DB 48F 5CA
11 1BC 1HD zE,A 3EA 48G 5CB
1,2. IBD 1}IE zEB 3EB 4CA 5CC
t3. 1BE IHF zEC 3EC 4CB 5DA
L4. 1BF IHG zED 3ED 4CC 5DB
15. lBG IJA zEE 3FA 4DA 5DC
l6 1BH IJB zEF 3FB 4DB sDD
L7 lCA lJC zEG1 3G 4DC 5EA
18. ICB 1JD 2EG2 3I{A 4DD 5EB
t9. 1CC 1JE zEH 3HB 4DE 5EC
?o. ICD IJF zEJ 3HC 4EA 5ED
2t lCE IJG 2EK 3HD1 4EB 5FA
22 IDA lKA 2FA 3ID2 4EC sFB
23. IDB lKB zFB 3J 4ED 5GA
24. 1DC IKC 2FC 3K 4FA 5GB
25. IDD lLA1 2GA 3LA 4FB -5H
26 IEA ILA2 zGB 3LB 4GA 5J
27 1EB ILA3 2GC 3MA 4GB
28. lEC ILBI zGD 3MB 4GC
29 lED ILBz 2H 3MC .lGD
30. IEE 2J 3t\4Dl 4GE
31 lEF 2I(A 3MD2 4GF
32 IEG 2KB 3N 4GG
33. IFA 2KC 4I{A
34. lFB 4}IB
35. 1FC 4rIC
36. lFD 4JA
37 IFE 4JB
38 lIT' 4ICA
39. 1FG 4KB
40. lAA
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