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1.0 PREFACE

Mr. Speaker

The Departmental Committee on Environment and Natural Resources is

established under the National Assembly Standing Orders No. 216(1).

l.l Committee Mandate

The functions and mandate of the Comminee are contained under Standing Order
216(5) and include, to:-

a) Investigate, inquire into, and report on all matters relating to the
mandate, management, achvities, administration, operations and
estimates of the assigned Ministries and departments;

b) Study the program and policy objectives of the Ministries and
deparfments and the effectiveness of the implementation;

c) Study and review all legislation referred to it;
d) Study, access and analyze the relative success of the Ministries and

Departments as measured by the results obtained as compared with its
stated objectives;

e) Investigate and inquire into all matters relating to the assigned

Ministries and departments as they may deem necessary, and as may be

referred to them by the House;

f) Vet and report on all appointments where the constirudon or any law
requires the National Assembiy to approve, except those under Standing
Order 204; and

g) Make reports and recommendations to the House as often as possible,

including recommendation of proposed legrslation.

The Commimee oversees issues to do with climate change, environment
management and conservation, forestry, water resource management, wildlife,
mining and natural resources, pollution and waste management amongst others.

1.2 CommitteeMembership

The Committee comprises of the following members:-

1. Hon. AminaAbdalla, M.P.
2. Hon. A. K. Kosgey, M.P.
3. Hon. Alice Ng'ang'a, M.P.
4. Hon. Samuel Ndiritu, M.P.

Chairperson
Vice Chairperson
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5. Hon.
6. Hon.
7. Hon.
8. Hon.
9. Hon.
10. Hon.
1 1. Hon.
12. Hon.
13. Hon.
14. Hon.
15. Hon.
16. FIon.

17. Hon.
18. Hon.
19. Hon.
20. Hon.
21. Hon.
22.Hon.
23. Hon.
24.Hon.
25. Hon.
26.Hon.
27.Hon,
28. Hon.

Aisha Jumwa Karisa, M.P.
Ejidius Njogu Barua, M.P.
Jude Njomo, M.P.
Moitalel Ole Kenta, M.P.
Kathuri Murungi, M.P.
Sunjeev Birdi, M.P.
Jackson K. Rop, M.P.
Abdi Noor Ali, M.P.
Joyce Emanikor, M.P.
Abddaziz Farah, M.P.
Ronald Tonui, M.P.
(Dr.) Reginalda Wanyonyi, M.P
Gideon Mwiti, M P.

Hassan Dukrcha, M.P.
Chachu Ganya, M.P.
Opiyo Wandayi, M.P
Charles G. Mongare, M.P.
(Dr.) Wilber K. Ottichilo, M.P.
Khatrb Mwashetani, M.P.
George Ogalo, M.P.
(Major) Muluvi Mutua, M.P.
Mohamed, Diriye M.P.
Peter Kinyua, MP.
Shukra Hussein Gure, M.P

1.3 Consideration of the Petition

1.3.1 On 12th November 2014, the Hon. John Mbadi, MP on behalf of the
residents of Suba Constituency, presented a petition pursuant to Standing
Order 225 (2) regarding the eviction of residents from Gwassi Hills.

1.3.2

4lPa

The petitioners prayed that the National Assembly through the Committee
on Environment and Natural Resources intervenes so that the 2005
gazetted boundary plan No. 175406 under Legal Notice No. 106 Forest Act
Cap- 385which was based on the 1983 land demarcation indicating total
forest cover of Gwassi Hills as 4,835.7 hectares remains in force; and
erection of beacons around the entire perimeter of Gwassi Hills and that the
petitioners' plight is addressed by ensuring that the Govemment
compensates families which were illegally evrcted from their homes and
property destroyed in 2006, and stop further harassment on the occupants
ofland outside the gazetted 4,835,7 hectares.

llc
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1.3.3 Pursuant to Standing Order 227 (1) the perition was committed to the
departmental committee on Environment and Natural Resources for
considerarion and response to the peticioners as provided for under the
Standing Orders.

1.3.6 The Committee invited the Hon. John Mbadi, MP for a meeting on10s
March 2015 to shed more light on the petition. The Committee also invited
the Ministry of Environment, Water and Natural Resources to respond to
issues raised in the petition. Having heard from the petitioner and the
Ministry, the Committee resolved to undertake a fact finding visit to Gwassi
Hills Forest.

1.3.7 The Commiftee having been seized of the matter subsequently formed a Sub-

Committee to undertake a field visit to the site.The following Members
undertook the visit onlgmMarch, 2015:-

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

0
c)

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Charles Mong'are Geni,M.P -Leader of delegation
James Opiyo Wandayi, M.P
George Oner, M.P
Dr. Wilbur Otrichilo, M.P
Hassan Dukicha, M.P.
Khatib Mwashetani, M.P.
Dr. Reginalda Wanyonyi, M.P.

1.4 Response to the Prayers ofthe Petitioners
In response to the Petitioners' prayer that the National Assembly through

the Committee intervenes to have the Gwassi Hills Forest area covering
4,835.7 hectares clearly demarcated and the peoples' property that was
wrongfully, forcefully and unlawfully destroyed compensated. The
Committee recommends that:-

1. The forest department should establish clear defined cutlines in
addition to the installation of beacons along the boundary of the forest.

2. The Ministry should gazette all the water catchments areas that
were left out and it should follow the due process as outlined in the
Water Act, 2002,

3. The Ministry should post more forest officers in order to protect the
Forest from illegal encroachment, overexploitation of forest
products and forest fires.

4. The Kenya Forest Service should carry out reforestation in the forest
area where trees had been destroyed by local residents.
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I .5 Acknowledsment
The Commiuee wishes to register its appreciation to the offrces of the
Speaker and the Clerk of the National Assembly for the support accorded to
the Committee in the executron of its mandate.

I take this opportunity to thank all members of the Commimee for their
patience, endurance and dedication to Committee business despite their
other commitments and tight schedules which enabled the Committee to
consider the Petition and respond to the Petitioner through the report.

On behalf of the Departmental committee on Environment and Natural
Resources and pursuant to Standing Ofier 227 (2) of the National
Assembly, I now have the honor to present the Committee Repoft on the
Petition on the eviction of residents from Gwassi Hills Forest.

'Ihank You,

SIGNED

CHAIRPERSON

)
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2-O BACKGROUND
The Gwassi Hills forest reserve support local livelihoods that include livestock

keeping in the area, the presence of traditional shrines makes it culturally sensitive

to the Suba community, the reserve is a habitat of rare, threatened and endangered

species of plants and animal kingdoms and is migratory trajectory of the adjacent

Ruma National Park. The reserve is a very critical watershed and a source of
several water springs and streams currently supporting water bottling Company

operating in the area.

The delineation of Gwassi Hills Forest Reserve was first considered a culturally
protected forest reserve in 1950 by the colonial govemment to protect the

underlined intrinsic socio-economic and the ecological integrity oF the ecosystem

and the native forest communities undet fradirional management of the local

elders around the hills at that hme.

Due to challenges of management, the Elders then petitioned the then South

Nyanza County Council to provide legal provisions and management to

sustainably protect the hill from eminent threats of encroachment, human

settlement, opening up the forest reserves for agricultural expansion and other

forms of forest destrucrion. In 1983 the County Council in the full Council

resolution set aside part of the area measuring 12,140 Ha as a uust land for a

Forest reserve under the auspices ofthe then County Council ofSouth Nyanza.

The Gwassi Hills forest trust land was transferred to the then Suba County

Council fotlowing its creation under which the Forest reserye was then managed.

The County Councils in 1980s and in the 1990s enteted into a management

arrangement with the then Forest Department for the Management of the trust

land.

The acfive involvement and the participation of the Local Non-Govemmental

Organisations (NGO, led by Osienala and the Suba Green Forest Investment

Initiative to stop wanton destruction of the forest reserve managed to mobilize the

local Communiry, critical stakeholders and the then Local Authority for the

deliberate engagement with the provisions of the Forest Act 2005 for the official
gazzettement of the Gwassi Hills Forest reserve which eventually materialized

through the Legal Notice No 106 of 2005 in accordance of Sec 23 & 24 of the

Forest Act 2005

TlPaBe



3.0
3.1

THE PETITION
On l2sNovember 2014, the Hon. John Mbadi, Mp on behalf of the
residents of Gwassi Suba Constituency, presented a pehrion pursuant to
Standrng Order 225 (2) regarding the eviction of residents fiom Gwassi
Hills Forest.

3.2 The petition sought to draw the attention of the House to the following, that:-

(i) On rhe morning of 5d May, 2006 a conringent of guards backed by
Administrarive Police Officers and a number of forest officers
descended on the three villages in Gwassi North burning and
rendering over 100 homesteads homeless. destroying all the property
of the affected people;

(iD The residents were wrongfully, forcefully and unlawfully evicted
from their land without any reason and without arry compensahon;

(iii) This was in contravention of the stipulated ,,procedure prior to
Forced Evictions and Reseftlement procedure Act,2012;

(iv) This acrion was performed by the Kenya Forest Service, under the
instigation of two Non-Governmental Organisations operating in
Gwassi namely OSIENALA and Gwassi Hills Conservation
Association;

(v) The eviction was intended to increase the acreage under forest cover
from the current gazetted 4,835.1 hectares with additional 2,737
hectares which was to be hived off from private land currently
inhabited by the affected individuals;

(vi) The marer in respect of which this petition is made is not pending
before any Court of law.

3.3 The Petitioner prayed that the National Assembly, through the Departmental
committee on Environment and Natural Resources intervenes to have
'Gwassi Hills Forest area coverilg 4,835.7 hectares clearly demarcated and
the peoples' property and houses which were wrongfuily, forcefully and
unlawfully destroyed compensated.

)
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4.0 MEETINGS AND \TISIT TO GWASSI HILLS FOREST, SUBA

CONSTITUENCY

4.1 Meeting witl Hon. John Mbadi, Member of Parliament for Suba Constituency

The Committee held a meeting with Hon. John Mbadi, MP on l0'h March,
2015. During the meeting the Member informed the Committee that:-

(i) On the morning of 5'h May, 2006 a contingent of guards backed by

Administration Police Offrcers and a number of forest officers descended on

the three villages in Gwassi North burning and rendering over 100

homesteads homeless, destroying all the property of the affected people.

(ii) The residents were wrongfully, forcefully and unlawfully evicted from their

land without notice and without compensation by the Kenya Forest

Service, under the instigation of two Non-Governmental Organisations

operating in Gwassi namely, OSIENALA and Gwassi Hills Conservation

Associafion.
(iiD The eviction was intended to increase the acreage under forest cover from

the current 4,835.7 Hectares with additional 2,737 Hectares which was to

be hived off fiom private land currently inhabited by the affected

individuals.
(iv) The Community has held several meelings with authorities to resolve the

issues and no efforts have been made to resolve the issues by the reievant

authorities.
(v) The Committee should intervene so that:-

(a) The 2005 gazetted plan which was based on the 1983 land demarcation

indicating total forest cover of Gwassi Hills as 4,835.7 hectares remains in

force.
(b) Beacons are erected around the perimeter of Gwassi Hills to show clear

boundaries of the forest.
(c) The petitioners' plight is addressed by ensuring that the govemment

compensates families which were illegally evicted fiom their homes and

properry destroyed in 2006, and stop further harassment on the occupants

of the land outside the gazetted 4,835 .7 hectares.
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4.2 Meeting with the Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Water
and Natural Resources

The Committee held a meeting with Prof Judy Wakhungu, Cabinet Secretary
for Environment, Water and Natural Resources on 176 March, 2015. Dunng
the meeting the Cabinet Secretary informed the Committee that:-

(i) The request for the gazettement of Gwassi Hills Forest came from the then
South Nyanza Counry Council. The then Forest Department consulted with
all stakeholders in the region to seek for consensus on the demarcation and
eventual gazettement of the forest area.

(ii) The public was fully involved in the actual demarcation of the forest
boundary and through their elected leaders at the then County Council; the
public was informed and concurred wirh the forest boundary plan. No
objection was raised during rhe stipulated period of 28 days in accordance
with Forest Act Cap 385. The Gazettement of Gwassi forest followed the due
process in full consultation with local communiries and the South Nyanza
Counry Council.

(iii) The forest area was surveyed in the period berween 2003 and 2004 with full
participation of the communities. The foresr was gazetted vide Legal Notice
No. 106 of2005 in order to enhance its protection and conservation. The size
of the gazetted area is 4,835.7 hectares and this is what the Ministry and the
Gwassi Community Forest Association is currently managing on sustainable
basis.

(iv) Since the establishment of the forest boundary in 2004, the Ministry and the
Gwassi Community Forest Association have effectively been protecting the
forest and therefore there have been no squatters to be evicted.

(v) The 2,737 hectares ofland in Gwassi hitls is not gazetted and consultations are
ongoing to build consensus on the probable gazzefiement ofthe area.

(vi) The Ministry has never done any eviction outside the gazetted area and the
issue ofcompensation should not arise.

(
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4.3 Submissions from Residents of Suba Constituency

On 20$March 2015 the Committee held a meeting at Magunga field in Suba

Constituency, Homa Bay County where they received submissions fiom among

others hereunder outlined: -

a) Mr. Obel Ojwang Deputy County Commissioner Mbita and Suba Sub -
County

He informed the Commiftee that:-

(i) A section of the community claims that they were wrongfully evicted while
another is calling for the eviction of residents who have moved up the hill
and the forest.

(ii) The water catchment areas were left out of the gazelted area and needs tr>

be included so as to protect it.

b) Mr. Thomas Asango Former Area Chief representing the Council of Elders of

Suba Constiruency informed the Committee that:-

(i) The delineation of Gwassi Hills Forest Reserye was first considered a culturally
protected forest reserve in 1950 by the colonial govemment to protect the

underlined socio-economic and the ecology of the ecosystem and the native forest

community under traditional management of the local elders around the hills at

that time;
(ii) Due to the challenges of management, the elders then petitioned the then South

Nyanza County Council to provide legal provisions and management to
sustainably protect the hill from eminent threats of encroachment, human

settlement and other forms of forest destruction;
(iii) Inl983 the County Council in a fulI resolution set a side part of the area 12,140

hectares as a trust land for a Forest under the auspices of the then County Council

of South Nyanza;

(iv) The Gwassi Hills Forest trust land was then transferred to the then Suba County

Council following its creation under which the forest reserve was then managed,

(v) The County Council in 1980s and in 1990s entered into a management

arrangement u,ith the then Forest department for the Management of the trust

land;
(vi) The active involvement and the participation of the local NGOs to stop wanton

destruction of the forest reserve managed to mobilise the Local Community and

the critical stakeholders for the gazettement of the Gwassi Hills Forest in 2005;

(vii) They managed to gazette a total of4835.7 hectares and the then County Council
of South Nyanza with the help of the local residents demarcated and put the

1llP.:ge



beacons around the forest cover. Later on people went to the forest uprooted and
left some beacons,

(viii) On 5'i May, 2006 KFS wrongfulty, forcefully and unlawfully wenr and burnr
the houses ofthe people who were living outside the forest area;

(d) Mr. Ochola representing the Gwassi Hills Conservation
informed the Committee that:-

Organisation

(i) Gwassi has twenty four high and steep hills;
(ii) The effort towards sustainable management of the Gwassi Hills Forest begun in

November 2002 at a communiry workshop that was organised by a local NGO,
Osienala;

(iii) In 2003 the local communiry formed a CBo called Gwassi Hills Consen arion
Organisation, which lobbied the Govemment to have the forest demarcated and
gazelted and on 8'h August 2005, Gwassi Hills Forest was gazetted covering
4,835.7 hectares under Legal Notice No. I06, Forest Act, Cap 385;

(iv) Gwassi Hills Forest Conservation Association was registered on 16,h February,
2009 as a CFA in order to sensitize the community in forest management,
rehabilitation and protection;

(v) Since its formation, the Gwassi Hills Forest Conservation Association has
worked tirelessly to promote participatory forest management in Gwassi Hills;

(vi) In 2006 Kenya Forest Services realised that water catchment areas were left out
of the gazetted forest area and for them to be covered 2,737 hectares was to be
hived from the private land;

(vii) The local residents agreed rhat before the 2,737 hectares are hived the local
community was to be engaged and the due process as per the Forest Act 2005 was
to fbllow. The people who were to be evicted from the water catchment areas
were to be compensated;

(viii) In 2006 Kenya Forest Sewice wrongfully and unlawfully went and bumt the
houses, destroyed properties and eventually evicted them. This was done against
what had been agreed upon earlier on;

(ix)The Gwassi Hills Forest Conservation Association was not involved in the
burning and destroying properry, and evicting the people,

(d) Mr. Benedict Omondi, representing KFS infonned the Committee that:-

(i) The area which was gazefted and is under rhe Kenya Forest Service h 4,g35.7
hectares. The 2,737 hectares is not gazetted;

(ii) The map that the locat residents are using is not the real map because it has no
signature ofthe director ofthe Kenya Forest Service;

(iii) There are no reports showing that people were evicted, if there are then Kenya
Forest Sewice was not involved;

(iv)The conservation ofthe forest is for the benefit ofboth the local residents and the
Kenya Forest Service.

12 lPaAe
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(e) Mr. Paul Gitoro representing people living in the forest informed the

Committee that his farm was in the gazefte arca and he moved downhill.

(0 Mr, Joseph Augo presenting the Youth informed the Committee that People

encroached into the forest because it was the only available resource, there is need

to look at other economic activines so that the people can think of protecting the

forest;

(g) Mr. John Tana TNA Chairman Suba Constituency informed the Committee
that there is need for the local communities to work with NGOs in conserving
natural resources.

5,0 COMMITTEEOBSERVATIONS

The Committee made the following observations:-

(,) The Kenya Forest Service has not put clear demarcation around the Gwassi

Hills Forest area;
-fhe 2,737 hectares of land is not gazefted and has not been hived from the

private land as it was claimed;
There is massive destruction of the Forest and the Kenya Forest Service has

not been able to protect the Forest;

There is settlements and farming inside the gazetted forest area;

There are claims that in 2006 peoples' properties and houses were

wrongfully and unlawfully bumt and destroyed by the Kenya Forest
Service;

There number of Kenya Forest Service offrcers on the ground is no

adequate and the existrng offrcers cannot effectively protect Gwassi Hills
Forest; and

The local communiry is not working with the local non-governmental
organizations in protecting the forest reserve.

(i i)

(iii)

(iv)
(v)

(vi)

(vii)

6.0 RESPONSE TO TIIE PRAYERS OF THE PETITIONER
In response to the petitioners prayer that the National Assembly through

the Comminee intervenes to have the Gwassi Hills Forest area covering
4,835.7 hectares clearly demarcated and the peoples' property and houses

that was wrongfully, forcefully and unlawfully destroyed compensated. The
Committee recommends that:-

13 lPage



1. The forest departrnent should establish clear defined cutline in addition
to the installation ofbeacons along the boundary ofthe gazetted forest;

2. An independent body should be immediately tasked to investigate the
claims that in 2006 peoples, properties houses were wrongfully and
unlawfully burnt and destroyed by the Kenya Forest Servicel

3. The Ministry should gazette all the water catchment areas that were Ieft
out and should follow the due process as outlined in the Water Act,
2002;

4. The Ministry should post more forest officers in order to protect the
forest from illegal encroachment, over-exploitation of the forest products
and forest fires;

5. The Kenya Forest Service should take affirmative step in ensuring
reforestation is carried out where trees had been cut by Iocal residentsl
and

6. Kenya Forest Service should make an effort in ensurirg that the local
community, non-governmental organisations and other stakeholders are
working together in conserving the forest.

)
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MINUTES OF TTIE 24THSITIING OF THE DEPARTMXNTAT COMMITTTE ON
ET.IVIRONMENT AND NATURAI RESOI.TRCES HELD ON THIIRSDAY 16TH APRIL, 2015 AT
IO.OOAM IN TTIE C. P. A. ROOIvl, MAIN PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS.

PRESENT

1. Hon. Geni Charles Monglare, M.P. - Chairing
2. Hon. Ndiritu Samuel Mathenge, M.P.
3. Hon. Ogalo George Oner, M.P.
4. Horr. KathuriMurungi, M.P.
5. Hon. BaruaEjidiusNjogu, M.P.
6. Florr. Rop.[ackson Kipkorir, 44.P.
7. Hon. MwashetaniKhatib, M.P.
8. Hon. Onichilo Wilber Khasilwa, M.P.
9. Hon. GureShukra Hussein, M.P.
10. Hon. Abdinoor Mohammed Ali, M.P.
1 I .llon. 'l-onui Ronald Kiprotich, M.l.
12.Hon. Dr. WanyonyiReginalda N. M.P.
1 3. Hon. Farah Abdulaziz Ali, M.P.
14. Hon. Peter Kinyua, M.P.
15. Hon. Emanikor Joyce, M.P.
16. Hon. Jude Njomo, M.P.
17.Hon. Wandayi James Opiyo, M.P.
1 8. Hon. SunjeevKourBirdi, M.P.

APOLOGIES

1. Hon. Abdalla Arnina, M.P. - Chairperson
2. Hon. Alexander Kosgey, M.P. - Vice Chairperson
3. Horr. Muluvi Marcus Mutua, M.P.
4. Hon. Ole Kenta Richard Moitalel, M.P.
5. Hon. Ganya Francis Chachu,, M.P.
6. FIon. Mohamed DiriyeAbdullahi, M.P.
7. Hon. Katana Aisha Jurrrwa, M.P.

ABSENT

1. Hon. Ng'ang'a Alice Wambui, M.P
2. Hon. Irea Gideon Mwiti, M.P.
3. Hon. Dukicha Hassan Abdi, M.P.

1 . Mr. Joshua Ondari - Clerk Assistant III

IN-ATTENDANCE _ THE NATIONAI, ASSEMBLY



MIN, NO. DClENR/105/2 015 - PRELIMINARIES

The Chair called the meeting to order at 10.20 am followed by a word of prayer.

NO. DC,/ 2015 - CO TION AND ON OF o
REPORT ON THE EVICTION OF RESIDENTS FROM GWASSI HILIS FOREST

'l'he Comntittee considercd the rcport and unanirnously adopted it

MrN.NO. DC / ENR/ 1 07 / 20 1 5 - BREAKTAST MIMNG

l'he Colrttrtittee was irrforrrted that the African Network for Animal Wclfare has orgarrised a
breakfast trtce tittg at thc Intercontincrrlal llotcl or1 l'ucsday April 21, 2015 at 7:tldar-n. 'fhc
nrecting will discuss lhe amendururts to thc Wilcllife Consewatiorr Managenlent Act,201li.

MIN.NO. DC/ENW1O8/2 015 -AI{Y OT}IER BUSINESS

.

Hon. BaruaNjogu infortued the Cornr.ttittee that tire Environtuetrtal Managelrlent Co-
ordillation (Anrendrnent) Bill, 201 4 was forwarded to thc Natiorral Asienrbly. I Ie
requested the secretariat to go through the proposed anrendments by ihe Senatt and
advice the Conlntittee orr what position they should takc.
Hon. Wilber ottichilo raised concern that the secretariat has not been able to
provide thc repolt or1 poachin.q despite being l'equested severzl tinres. IIe said that
the report is irnportant as it rvill help them to recornnrend that poaching is a crisis in
thc country.
Hon. oltichilo also requested the secretariat to corne rvith thc working plarr rvhich
was adopted irr Monrbasa in the next meeting. 'fhe work plan *iit hclp the
Comrlittee to know what has been achieved arrd what has not.
Hon. Reginaldawanyonyi requested the secretariat to provide the petition report on
the deSazettetnent of Wayu lbrest in the llext sittiltg.
The Menrbers requested to be i,volved in plannirrg in any foreig^ trip. 1'hey also
requested to be provided u,ith a matrix otr foreign trips.

MIN.No. DC/ENR/109/201 5AD OURNMXM'I

Therc being no other business the nreeting rvas adjor"rnred at quarter to twelve o,clock.

SIGNED
(Chairperson)

DATT.. 2z Ot)



DEPARTMENTAL COMMIfiEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL

RESOURCES

AGENDA: ADOPTIoN OF THE PETITION REPORT ON THE EVlcTloN OF

RESIDENTS FROM GWASSI HILIJ FOREST

DArE,.!.kl.Yf.I3Ll{.rrr'ar,...I t)' 0 O ct".a VENUE C-t?ft Qo..,r'.,t,

(

SI6NATU RENAME

Abdalla. Amina

CHAIRPERSON

) Alexander Kosgey

Vice Chairperson

Dukicha. Hassan Abdi3

4 Emanikor, Joyce Akai

C,anya. Francis Chachu5

6 Ceni, Charles Mongare

7 C,ure. Shukra Hussein

Ole Kenta. Richard MoitalelI
9 Mohamed, Diriye Abdullahi

l0 Murungi, Kathuri

Ogalo. 6eorge Onerll
12 Sunjeev Kour B irdi

l3 Tonui, Ronald Kiprotich

Dr. Wanyonyi. Reginalda N

Farah, Abdulaziz Ali

16 Barua, Ejidius Njogu

lrea. Cideon Mwiti

l8 Muluvi. Marcus Mutua

l9 lvlwashetani, Khatib

20 Ndiritu. 5amuel MathenSe

21 Ottichilo, Wilber Khasilwa
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.2Rop, Jackon Kipkorir22

23 Abdinoor, Mohammed Ali

24 Ng'ang'a, AIice Wambui

tryPeter Kinyua25

26 Wandayi, James Opiyo

27 f.atana. Aisha Jumwa

(28 Jude Njomo

NICHOLAS EME]EN

FOR-CLERK OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
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REPUBLIC OF KENYA

THAT, this was in contravention of the stipulated "Procedure Prior to
Forced Eviction" under the Evictions and Reseftlement Procedures Act,

2012

THAT, this action was performed by the Kenya Forest Service, under the

instigation of two Non-Covernmental Organizationi operating in Cwassi

namely OSIENALA and Cwassi Hills Conservation Association;

THAT, the eviction was intended to increase the acreage under forest

cover from the current gazetted 4835.7 Hectares with additional 2,737

Hectares which was to be hived off from private land currently inhabited

by the affected individuals;

ll\\t( THE NATIONAL AsSEMBLY

ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT
(sEcoND SESSION)

PUBLIC PETITION BY CWAssI HILI-s sUPPORT ORGANIZATION ON EVICTION

OF RESIDENTS FROM 6WA5SI HILLS FORESTS

I, the undersigned, on behalf of citizens of Kenya and in particular, residents of

Suba who were staying around Gwassi Hills Forests'

DRAW the aftention of the House to the following:-

THAT, on the morning of 5th May, 2006, a contingent of guards backed by

Administrative Police Officers and a number of forest officers descended on

three villages in Cwassi North burning and rendering over IOO homesteads

homeless, destroying all the property of the affected people;

THAT, the residents were wrongfully, forcefully and unlawfully evicted

from their land without any reason and without any compensation;
.

lll-

lv.

PaBe 1of 2

h??e'u 6tx T

I



PUBLIC PETITION BY GWAssI HILLs SUPPORT ORGANIZATION ON

EVICTION OF RESIDENTS FROM 6WA55I HILLS FORESTS

NOTING THAT, the Community has held several meetings with authorities

to resolve the issues such as a memo to the Deputy County Commissioner

in Suba, meetings with stakeholders and a ttatement to Parliament in 2O1l

by the then Minister for Environment and Natural Resources;

THAT, despite the various attempts made by the residents' no efforts have

been made to resolve the jssue by the relevant authorities;

THAT, the matter in respect of which this petition is made is not pending

before a Court of Law.

vl.

VII"

vI -

THEREFORE your humble petitioners pray that the National Assembly' through

the Departmental Committee on Environmental and Natural Resources:-

' i. Recommends that the 2005 gazetted boundary Plan No. 175406 under

Legal Notice No. 1O6 Forest Act Cap. 385 which was based on the 1983

land demarcation indicating total forest cover of Cwassi Hills as 4,835.7

Hectares remains in force; and erection of beacons around the entire

perimeter of Gwassi Hills;

ii. lntervenes to ensure that the petitioners' plight is addressed by ensuring

that the 6overnment compensates families which were illegally evicted

from their homes and property destroyed in 2006, and stop further

harassment on the occupants of the land outside the gazetted 4,835-7
llectares. r .

And your PETITIONERS will ever pray.

PRESENTED BY,

HON. JOH MBADI, M.P.

SUBA CONSTITUENCY

DATE: ..1 u(ap r

PaBe 2 of 2
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TO: KENYA NATIONAL ASSEMBLY,

C/O TFTE CLERK,

KENTYA NATIONAI, ASSEMBLY,

PARLIAMENT BIJILDINGS,

P.O BOX 41842-00100,

NAIROBI.

C.C: HON. AMINA ABDALLA M.P.

CHATRPERSON,

EI.IVIRONMENTAL AND NATURAL RESOI]RCES COMMITTEE,

(DEPARTMENTAI)

KEI{YA NATIONAI ASSEMBLY.

RE: PETITION TO PARLIAMENT UN'DER ARTICLES 37 AND TT9 OF TI{E
CONSTTTUTION OF KET.{YA. PETITIO N TO PARLIAMENT GROCEDURE) ACT

AND STANDING ORDEITS 219 223 OF TIIE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON THE
EVACUATIONS AND RESETTI-EMENI BILL 2012_KF]I{YA I,AW.

\trB, the undersigned,

Citizers of Kenya representing individuals of Suba who were staying around Gwassi Hills

Forests wish to state that it is in the interest of affected individuals that we formally lodge a

petition conceming our wrongfi:l eviction fiom our land which we were wrongfirlly, forcefully

aad u:r1awfi:lly ejected without any reason a:rd without any compensation.

We humbly wish to draw the attention of the House to the following:

1. The constitution of Kenya 2010 gives all sovereign power to the people of Kenya.

2. The people may exercise their sovereigrr power either directly or through their

democratically elected representatives.

I



3. Part ll-Procedure Prior To Forced Eyiction-TIIE E\IICTIONS AND
RESETTLEMENT PROCEDI]RES ACT, 2012

(a) A person shaU as1 !e folgibly evicted from their home or have their properly

demolished without a Court order authorizing the eviction or demoiilion.

@) Notwithstanding any written law to the coDhary, the procedure set out in section 8

shall apply il proceedings for forced eviction or demolition orders under sub-section

(1).

(c) Where al eviction is envisaged as a result of a development-based project an -

eviction assessment" shall be conducted that shall include exploration of altematives

and strategies for mi::imizing harm and taking into account the differential impacts of
evictions on women, children, the elderly and margimlized groups.

(d) In all cases where forced eviction has been authorized by a Court, it sha.ll be carried

out in sFict compliance with the following procedures-
(a) A twenty-one days'notice shall be given to the affected persons and the notice

shall clearly statc thc moda.lities, day ard time of the forced cviction:

ft) Full details of the proposed altemative, if any, shall be given to the occupiers
of the land;

(c) Where no altematives exist, a detailed explanation of all measures taken to
mi-nimize the adverse eflects of evictions shail be given;

(d) Holding of public hearirg with affected persons a-nd ofier stakeholders to
provide an opportunity to discuss altemative proposals for resettlement shall
be done.

(e) Any person proposirg to forcibly evict an unlau{ul occupier shall provide
opportuaity for the parties to seek legal redress where there is a stalemate or dispute
among olhers.

:.

\



TIIE MATTERS COMPLAINED O I':

Introduction;

At the break of dawn in the moming of 5n May, 2006, a contingent of guards backed by

Arlministrative Police Officers aad a number of Forest Officers descended on the tbree villages

namely; Oma i-n Gwassi Central, Wiga in Gwassi East and Kisaku il Gwassi Norttr buming and

rendering homeless over 100 homesteads, destroyirig ali the property ofthe affected people.

On ilquiry, we were iaformed that the affected homes were inside the forest (Gwassi Hills). The

affected irdividuals were shocked with this new development a:rd on fi[ther inquiry with the

Kenya Forest Service, we discovered that some two Non-Governmental organizations (NGos)

operating in Gwassi namely; OSIENALA and Gwassi Hills Consewation Association were the

ones which asked the Kenya Forest Scrvice to increase the acreagc ulder forest cover from the

current gazzeted 4,835.7 Hectares with additionat 2,'137 Hectares which is to be hived offfrom

private land currently ir:habited by the affected ildividuals.

The Kenya Forest Services then decided to propose the additional i-ncrease and taking away of

our land without consulting with the community and moved ahead to bum houses and property

without followiag due process of the law.

A'TTEMPTS'TO RESOLVE TIIE ISSIIE;

We have held several meetings with relevant authorities silce then as indicated below;

i. Our Memorandum to the Deputy County Cornrnissioner, Suba dated 20rh Feb 2014.

ii. On 28n August 2011, we held a stake holders meethg in at Kisaku in Gwassi North.

iii. On Thursday, the 28ft day of June 2011, this matter was brought to Parliament by the

area M.P and the former Minister for Envtonment and Natural Resources Hon. Noah

Wekesa admitted that he was misled that Gwassi Hills has rivers contrary to the truth

on the ground. The midster promised to visit the area and have the matter sorted but

this did not happen due to official engagements.



TIIE, PETII'IONERS REQUEST'f IIAT:

1. The 2005 gazzrtted bor:r:dary PlanNo. 175406 under legal nofice No. 106 forestAct
Cap.385 which was based on the 1983 land demarcation indicating total forest cover of
Gwassi Hills as 4,835.7 Hectares to remai-n in force.

2. Kenya Forest Sewice to erect beacons around the entire perimeter of Gwassi Hills as

gazz.efrd on2005 gazzette notice indicated above.

3. Kenya Forest Service to stop firther or firture harassment on the occupants of the la:rd

outside the gazzelted 4,835.7 Hectares.

4. The Govemment to compensate families which were illegally evicted from their homes

a:rd property destroyed i-n 2006.

NAME OF TITO PETITIONER:

Gwassi Hills Support Oradzation,

(a registered C.B.O. No. ,{8899) with the

Minisfy of Gender, Sports and Socia.l Services.

P.O Box 3440307,

Magunga.

For Gwassi Hills Support Oranization
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STATEMENT BY THE CABINET SECRETARY PROF. IUDI W. WAKHUNGU,MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, WATER AND NATURAL RESOURCES
PRESENTED TO THE PARIIAMENT DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ONENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RISOURCES ON 17TH MARCH 2015

(1) Government Poliry on gazettement and degazettement of forests
and forest reserves.

G) Government policy on gazettment of forests and forest reserves.

Hon chair, In regard to the Gover,ment policy on gazettment of forests
and forest reserves, my Ministry is commlfted to inireasing fo.uri .ou..to the required minimum of r0o/o as stipurated by the cJnstrtuiion orKenya 2010, in order to achieve this goal, it is necessary that new forest
area are identified in consultation with stakeholders and communities
for gazettement and for increased tree planting.

wh,ile undertaking this process, priority will be accordecl to the areas
and forests that are:

r Important water catchment areas or sources of water springs;
' Rich in biodiversity and contain rare, threatened or endangered

species;

(b)

. Significant in culture and for scientific developement;
' Impo-rtant in supporting industry and are sources of supporting

livelihood of the communities

Government policy on degazettment of forests and forest reserves,

Hon. Chair, In regard to degazettment of forests and forest reserves,this would only be co_nsidered in the public interest. fnerefore,
degazettement of any forest shalr only te considered where theproposal has been subjected to the due process in accordance with
Section 2B ofthe Forest Act 2005.

Hon, Chair, no degazettment of forests or forest reserves shall be
recommended unless:

I
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It has been approved by the Forest Conservation Committee as

mandated under Forests Act, 2005 for the area in which the

forest is situated;

It is satisfied that such variation ofboundary or cessation of
forest area proposed by a notice does not adversely affect
biodiversity and water catchment areas;

The proposal has been subjected to an independent
Environmental lmpact Assessment; and

Public consultations in accordance with the Third Schedule of
the Forests Act, 2005 has been undertaken and cornpleted in

relation to the proposal.

Having followed the above request would then require to submit
to Parliament for approval.

(2) Petitions
(i) Petition on Eviction of Residents from Gwasii Hills Forest Reserve

(a) Gazettement of Gwassi Hills Forest and size of gazetted area;

Hon. Chair, In respect to gazerrment and the size oi Gwassi Hill Forest

reserve, I wish to state as follows:

The request came fronl the then South N)'anza County Counci! r'ride

Letter Ref. No. CCIA &F/70/1,/9|Yo1.1.1./97 dates 3Oth September,l983'
This was supported by the Minures of a Special council Meeting held in

the Council Chamber at Homa Bay on 2Brt'January, 1983;

The then Forest Department consulted with all the stakeholders in the

region to seek for consensus on the dermacation and eventual

gazettment ofthe forest area;

The forest area was surveyed in the period between 2003 and 2004

with full participation of the communities;

t
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The forest was gazetted vide Legal Notice No. 106 of 2005 in order to
enhance its protection and conservation.

The size of the gazetted forest area is 4,835.7 hectares and this what
my Ministry and the local Community Forest Association is currently
managing on sustainable basis,

tb] Eviction of residents from Gwassi Hills forests

Hon. Chair, Since the establishement of the forest boundary in 2004, my
Ministry and the Gwassi community Forest Association have effectively
been protecting the forest and therefore there have no squatters to be
evicted.

[c) Compensation if any for those affected during eviction

Hon, Chair, As I have stated there are no squatters who should have been
evicted therefore, no compensation is anticipated to arise.

(d) The role of the public during the gazettement of the forest

Hon. Chair, The role ofthe public in the process ofgazetting Gwassi above
forest was as follows:

The local community and the elected leaders South Nyanza County
Council wrote to my Ministry requesting for the Government
intervention in order to enhance protection and management of the
forest in rder to mitigate against deforestation and encroachment;

The public was involved in the actual demarcation of the forest
boundary;

The public through the elected leaders at the then County Council were
informed and then concurred with the forest boundary plan.

No objection was raised during the stipultaed period of 28 days in
accordance with ForestAct Cap 385.

)

I

a

I



Hon. Chair, The gazettment of Gwasii forest Reserve followed the due
process in full consultation with local communities and the South Nyanza
County Council.

(ii) Petition on the Degazettement of Wayu Forest

(aJ Process of gazettement of Wayu forest and size of gazetted area

Hon. Chair, In regard to degazettment of Wayu forest, I wish to respond by
clarifiu ing to this honourable committee that Wayu Forest was an
unalineated governntent land designated for forest conservation. The
process of gazettement was therefore guided by the provisions of Section
23 on creation of forest area under Act.

The area gazzetted is approximately 42,512.Zha.

(b) Reasons for the gazettement of the area which is predominantly
occupied by pastoralist contmunities.

Hon, Chair, My Ministry gazetted Wayu Forest Reserve because it was
unalineated government land which was faced with serious threats of
degradation, and being ecologically sensitive and rich in biodiversity as
rvell a water catchment area.

[c) Why the surrounding Riverine areas such as Mchelelo, Sabaki
Forest are not gazetted yet Wayu Forest which is in the hinterland
was gazetted?

Hon. Chair, My Ministry remains committed to the government goal of
gazetting more areas into forest reserves in order to enhance conservation
and management for posterity. Therefore, we are in the process of
gazzetting more forest areas including Mchelelo and Sabaki forests among
others in consultation with stakeholders.

s,)----^'.\-/
Prof. |udi W. Wakhungu
Cabinet Secretary
Ministry of Environment, Water and Natural Resources
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IssUES ON GWASSI HILIJ FOREST RESERVE. MEETING wlTH PARLIAMENTARY COMMIfiEE
ON ENVIRONMENT

Background information

The Cwassi Hills Forest reserve comprises of
conglomeration of local hills predominantly of moist
closed canopy natural forests and semi deciduous
shrubby woodland that is found critical for socio-
economic and ecological rtatus of the area. The forest
reserve support local livelihoods that include liveitock
keeping in the area, the presence of traditional shrines

makes it culturally sensitive to the Suba community, the
reserve is a habitat of rare, threatened and endangered s

pecies of plantJ and animal kingdoms and iJ migratory
traiectory of the adjacent Ruma National Park. The
reserve is a very critical watershed and a source of
several water springs and streamJ currently supporting

water bottling Company operating in the area.
Fit 1. Part of Gwassi Hills Forest Reserves in 1973

Due to challenges of management, the
Elders then petitioned the then South
Nyanza County Council to provide legal
provisions and management to sustainably
protect the hill from eminent threats of
encroachment, human rettlement, opening
up the foreJt reserves for agricultural
expansion and other forms of forest
destruction. In 1983 the County Council in
the full Council resolution ret aside part of
the area measuring '12,'140 Ha a5 a trust
land for a Forest reserve under the auspices

of the then County Council of South

Nyanza.

6w

Fitz: Areas encroached, Forest Cover chantes & the weter springg
and Streams not included in areas gazretted & currently under
serious threat of extinction from edcroachment & agricultural
activities

a

The delineation of 6wassi Hills Forest Reserve was first considered a culturally protected foreJt
reserve in 1950 by the colonial Sovernment to protect the underlined intrinsic Jocio-economic
and the ecological integrity of the ecosystem and the native foreit communities under traditional
management of the local elders around the hilli at that time.
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The 6wassi Hills forest trust land then transferred to then Suba County Council following its

creation under which the Forest reserve wai then managed. The County Councils in 1980s and in

the 1990s entered into a management arrangement with the then Forest Department for the

Management of the trust land.

The active involvement and the
participation of the Local NCOs led by

Osienala and the Suba Creen Forest

lnvertment lnitiative to stop wanton
destruction of the forest reJerve

managed to mobilize the local

Community, critical stakeholders and the

then Local Authority for the deliberate

engagement with the provisions of the

Forest Act 2OO5 for the official
gazzettement of the Cwassi Hills Forest

reserve which eventually materialized

through the Legal Notice No 106 of
2005 in accordance of Sec 23 &.24 of
the Forest Act 2005.

ioltnUrltsllr

I.rit Lrt' turoo

.g

Fig 3; zonation of portions of tlre Gwarsi Hillr Forest Reserve into
Consumptive & Non Consumptive areas

Key Miledonet and Achievements

Pursuant to provisions of Sec 46. the Local forest communities formed and eventually

registered the CwasJi Hills Forest Conservation Association (6HFCA) to promote and

link Justainable and participatory foreJt manaSement between Kenya ForeJt Service and

the adjacent Forest Community in Cwassi and Suba.

Pursuant to iec 35 of the Forest Act 2005. the Gwassi Hills Forest Conservation

Association (6HFCA) development a comprehensive 2013 - 2017 Cwassi Hills Fore(
ManaSement plan to promote socio-economic wellbeing of Suba Community and

reJtore and rehabilitate the degraded ecoloSical integrity of the forest.

Pursuant to rec 36 of the Forest Act 2005. the Cwassi Hills Forest Conservation
Aisociation (6HFCA) entered on behalf of the adjacent Forest Communities in 6wassi

entered into A management Agreement with the Director Kenya Forest Service

conferring forest User RiShts to the Community.

Kenya Forest Service and the GHFCA has engaged in strateSic, community and critical

stakeholder's forum and mobilization for financial support from within and without for
the restoration of the Jocio-economic and ecological integrity of the Gwassi Hills Forest

Reserve

IV
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Challenges encountered

t.

lnadequate funding to comprehensively undertake the implementation of the elements
of the Management Plan and the aSreement
Influx of tquattert and political patronage and incitements hence arson to deJtroy critical
ecotystem and water catchment areas for settlement and agriculture
Continued encroachment by immigrants has heightened tensions a5 the nativeJ view the
immisrantJ as a political votinS basket favored by certain politicians
Disappearance and drying up of catchment areas and streamJ hence inadequary surface

and Sround water supply to residents

Erratic Iocal rainfall distribution thui reduced agricultural productivity due from the
disturbance on the ecological and the local hydrological regimes of the hills and the
adjacent Lake Victoria.

IV

Way forward

Several Community and critical stakeholder engagementi have organized with propelling way
forward and resolutions geared towards saving and restoration of the socio-economic and
ecological integrity of the Cwassi Hills Forest Reserve as under:

Delineate and Cazette the additional critical water catchment areas that were left out in
the previous forest gazzettement.

Humane relocation of humanities tettled on areas with conservational values as outlined
in the'1983 full Councils Re5olutionr of the south Nyanza County Council.
lmmediate buffering and eviction of iquatters that have continually encroached on the
protected and gazzetted forest areas

Meaningful enSagement with a development Partner for the provision of Forest

coniervational Funds for Gwassi Hills Forest ReJerve

l
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(xi) There are no restrictions of the movements of animals, within the area and the
surrounding community rvill be allowed to access pemanent institutions on the

Bazetled area while awaiting a Wrmanent solution.

(xii) The government is in the process of gazetltng Mchelelo and Sabaki forests in
consultation with stakeholders.

(xiij) The Ministry will realign the boundaries of the forest so as to take into account
the settlements that existed before gazettment. Already settled areas will be re-
delineated for access by the community.

MIN.NO. DC/ENW83/2O15 - COMM]TTEE OBSERVATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS

The Committee observed that the gazzetlement of various forest areas and reserve.s u,as
done in a hurry in 201.3 without taking into account public participation and abeady
existing permanent settlernents.

The Commiltee also observed that there is need for the forest departtnent to establish
clearly defined cutlines in addition to the installation of beacons along the for.ests
boundaries.

From the submission and observations the com-mittee made the following resolutions:

TIre Mil istry should put clearly deftned cut-lines along the forest for clear
demarcation.
The Ministry to review all gazzettement of forests and reserves done in 2013;
The Ministry should re-look at the Forest Act and in padicular section 28 and in
consultation with comrnunities begil the process of degazetling sections of
Wayu forest where human settlement existed prior to the gazetlment.

I
I

zo7

There being no other business the meeting was adjourued at quarler past twelve O'c1ock.

(i)

(ii)
(iii)

\t

i\
r Yr-,
l'v' /-

SIGNED
(Chairperson)

DATE J. .'.'i /! )to't ti flt i-
a
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,
(b) Government pobcy on degazettment of forests and forest reserves

(iii) The degazellement of forests and forest resenres wouid only be considerred in the
public interest and this shall only be considered where the proposal has been
subjected to the due process in accordance with section 28 of the Forest Act, 2005.

(c) Petition on Eviction of Residents from Gwassi Hills forcst Reserve

(iv) The request for the gazeltement of Gwassi Hills Forest came from the then South
Nyanza County Council. The then Forest Department consulted with all
stakeholders in the region to seek for consensuJ on the demarcation and eventual
gazellefienl of th e forest a re a .

(v) The public was fuily hvolved in the actual demarcation of the forest boundary and
through their elected leaders at the then County Council, the public was iriformed
and concurred with the forest boundary plan. No objection was raised during the
stipulated period of 28 days in accordance with Forest Act Cap 385. The
Gazetlenlel'lt of Gw'assi forest follorved the due process in full consultation unth
local communities and the South Nyanza County Council.

(vi) The forest area was surveyed in the period between 2003 and 2004 with fuI1
part;cipation of the commurrJties. The forest was gazetted vide Legal Notice No.
1O6 of 2005 in order to enhance its prctectiorl and conservation. Tl-re size of the
gazetled area is 4, 835.7 hectares and this is what the Ministry and the Gwassi
Corrununity Forest Association is currently managSng on sustainable basis.

(vii) There are no plans to expand the forest from the original 4,836.5 hectarres unless
the residents of Gwassi desire to have it expanded. Since the establisl-rment of the
forest boundary in 2OO4, the ll4inistry and the Gwassi Community Forest
Association have effechvely been protectiug the forest and therefore there have
been no squatters to be evicted.

(viii) 2,000 hectares of land in Gwassi hills is not gazelled atrd consultations are
ongoing to build consensus on the probable gazzeltemenl of the area.

(d) Petition on ihe Degazettement of Wayu Forest

(ix) Wayr forest was unalienated government land designated for forest
conselation. The process of gazettement was guided by the provisions of section
23 on creation of forest area under the Forest Act. The process of degazettement
took more than fifteen ),ears. The gazetted area is approximately 42,572.2
hectares.

(x) The A4rnistry gazetted the area because it was unalienated land which rvas faced
with serious threats of degradation, and being ecologically sensitive and rich in
biodiversity as well as being a water catchrnent area.

i
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5. M-r. Hassan odhowa - Senior Researcher I

_ T}IE NATIONAI

1. Hon. John Mbadi, M.P.

THE MIMSTRY OT EIVITRO NMXNT. WATER& NATIJT.AL RI'SOIIRCES

1 Prof. Judy Wakhungu - Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Water, Environment &Natural

Resources (MEWNR)

2. Mr. Gideon Gathara - Conservation Secretary DE&NR

3. Mr. Emilio N. Mugo - Acting Director K-FS

4. Mr. Jeremiah Munayi - MIWNR

5. M-r. Benedict Omondi -KIS

6. Mrs. Esther Kia ge - l,e,gal officer KIS

The Chair cailed the rneeting to order at 1O. 1 5 am and the proceedings starled with a word
of prayer followed by round of introduction.

MIN. NO. DC/ENR/8I/2015 - CONI'IRNIATION OF MINLTIES

Minutes of the 171h sitting were confirmed as a true record of the proceedings having been

proposed by Hon. James Opiyo Wandayi, M.P and seconded by Hon. Samuei Ndiritu
Matherrge, M.P.

MIN NO. DC,/ENR/82/20'.15 MIETING WTIH CABINET SECRETARY. MIMSTRY OF

MIN. NO. DC/ENR/SO/2015 - PREL]A4INARIES t

II[\I8AN]\{IITT, WATER & NAryRAI RESOI,'RCES

The Cabinet -qecretary, Ministry of Water, Envitontrrent &Natural Resources Prof. Judy
Wakhungu appeared before the Committee to respond to issues raised irr two petitions

before the Committee. She informed the Conrmittee that:-

(a) Government policy on gazetknent of forests and forest reserves
(i) The Ministry is committed to increasirrg forest cover to the required minimum of

1O% as stipulated in the Constitution of Kenl'a 201O, in order to achieve this goal, it
is necessary that rrew forest areas are identified in consultation with stakeholders
arrd communifies for gazettemellt and for incrreased tree planting.

(ii) While undertaking this process, priorrty u,tll be accorded to the areas and forests
tl1at are water catchnrent areas, rich in biodiversity atrd contain rare or endangered
species, sigrrificant in culture and for scientitic developtrrent, and importatrt in
supportirlS industry and are sources of supportrng livelihood of the communities.

2



kp?t,Ju t r. IV

MINUTES OF THE 19TH SITITNG OT T}IE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
EN\TIRONMENT AND NATL,TAL RXSOURCES HEID ON TIJESDAY l7Tlr MARCH, 2015 AT
10.00AM IN THE C. P. A. ROOM, MAIN PARLIAMXNT BUILDINGS.

PRESENT

1. Hon. Abdalla Amina, M.P. - Chairperson
2. Hon. Wandayi James Opiyo, M.P.
3. Hon. larah Abdulaziz A1i, M.P.
4. Hon. Dr. Wanyonyi Reginalda N. M.P.
5. Hon. Tonui Ronald Kiprotich, M.P.
6. Hon. Rop Jackson Kipkorir, M.P.
7. Hon. Ottichilo Wilber Khasilwa, M.P.
8. Hon. Geni Charles Mong'are, M.P.
9. Hon. Ndiritu Samuel Mathenge, M.P.
10. Horr. Abdinoor Mohammed Ali,l\il.P.
1 1. Hon. Ogalo George Oner, M.P.

12.I{on. Ole Kenla Richard l\4oitalcl, i\'1.|.
1 3. Hon. Mrvashetani Klatib, M.P.
14.Hon. Kathuri Murungi, M.P.
15.Hon. Dukicha Hassan Abdi, M.P.
1 6. Hon. Ganya Francis Chachu, M.P.
1 7. Hon. Muluvi Marcus .l\4utua, 44.P.

ABSENT WTTH APO I,OGI},S

1. Hon. Alexander KosSey, M.P. - Vice Chairperson
2. Hon. Barua Ejidius Njogu, M.P.
3. Hon. Peter Kinyra, M.P.
4. Hon. Mohamed Dir"iye AMullahi, M.P.
5. Hon. Emanikor Joyce, M.P.
6. Hon. Jude Njonto, M.P.

ASSENT WTI}IOT]T APOLOGY

,

,

1. Hon.
2. Hon.
3. Hon.
4. Hon.
5. Hon.

Ng'ang'.r Alice \Varnbui, M.P
Katana Aisha "Jurnwa. M.P.
Srurjeev Kour Birdi, i\,l.P.
Irea Gideon Mwiti, M.P.
Gure Shuk-r"a tlussein, A'1.P.

IN-ATTEI.IDANCE _ THE NATIONAI ASSEMBLY

1. I4-r. Nicholas Emejen
2. Ms. Tr:acy Chebet Kosker
3. Mr. ,Josl-rua Ondari
4. Ms. I-ynefte Otieuo

- Ag. Deputy Director Comrnitees
- Clerk Assistarrt Il
- Clerk Assistant III
- l.egal Counsel II
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