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FOREWORD

wildlife resources are valuable natural endowments that must be sustainably
managed for present and future generations. In Kenya, wildlife and the habitats
they occupy constitute an important asset to the country. They serve as critical
water catchment areas, biodiversity reservoirs and are central to our tourism
lndustry and its growing contribution to the national gross domestic product
(GDP)' wildlife is the bedrock to Kenya's tourism indistry which contributes
over l0%o to the country's GDp and over lg%o to our foreign exchange earnings.
Further to this, the Government realizes over I I % of revenues from the sector in
form of taxes, duties, licence fees, and park entry fees among others.

The benefits of our wildlife however transcend these economic values. our
impressive network ofprotected areas and natural habitats not only supports our
wildlife, but also provides an array of ecosystem services andproducts that are at
the centre of the livelihoods of Kenyans and the .ourtry,, sustainable
development. Examples ofthe ecosystem services include watershed protection,
provision of clean watet air, sequestration of carbon dioxide, crop polination,
and control of soil erosion. These environmental goods and services support
broad range of economic activities across a range of sectors, including
agriculture, forestry, livestock, fisheries, energy, and industry.

Mldlife policy and practice in Kenya has been dynamic since the publishing of
thefirstpostindependentsessionalpaperNo.3oflgT5titled,,starementonthe
Future of wildlife Management policy in Kenya".This Sessional paper spelt out
a new policy of integrated wildlife conservation and management based on local
participation. This policy paved way for the integration orwitotre management,
and, recognition of the participation of both communities and the private sector
in wildlife conservation and management. The fundamental goal ortni, policy
was taken to be the maximization of returns from wildlife as f natural resource,
broadly defined to include aesthetic, cultural, scientific and economic gains.
Despite its achievements, the policy was not robust enough to address .-Jgi.rg
challenges and realities in the sector including rapid p-opulation growth and
accelerated economic development that have tea to tos. of ,pu.. for wildlife,
increased human-wildlife conflicts and effects of climate chanie, weak linkages
between science and po-licy, and inadequate coordination oisectoral policies
relating to governance ofenvironment nafural resources.
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The foregoing changes and mounting threats to wildlife call for more

contempo:rary and Jffective conservation policies to accelerate the re-

engineering of tft" wildlife sector, clariff and consolidate the roles of various

."Jto, actors, including the national and county governments, private and

community land owneis and non-government actors. Most importantly, the

promutgaiion of the Constitution of Kenya, 2010 provides an imperative to

review and align policies with The constitution. other developments that

informed the need for a policy review include vision 2030, review the wildlife

conservation and Managernent Act, 2013, implementation of the National

wildlife Strategy and international obligations including sustainable

Development Goals, the convention on Biological Diversity and the

convention on lnternational Trade in Endangered species of wild Flora and

Fauna among others.

This policy is a statement of government intent, which prescribes a broad range

of principles, measures and actions to be pursued to achieve a sustainable

wildlife management in Kenya that enhances benefits and stakeholder

engagement. The policy has been developed through a participatory and

consultative process invotving stakeholders in accordance with the Constitution

ofKenya.

I wish to thank my colleagues in government, the technical working group and all

who contributed to this comprehensive wildlife policy. I also wish

to invite to take advantage of the opportunities that come with this

policy.

Najib
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PREFACE

Kenyahas aunique diversity ofecosystems and landscapes ranging from marine

and coastal areas, savannah rangelands, wooded grasslands, moist highland

tropical forests, afro-alpine zones, arid and semi-arid lands and deserts which

supports a wide range of plant and animal species. The conservation of wildlife
in Kenya is best achieved by perpetuating open space and maintaining those

processes which will create and sustain natural biodiversity in all those

landscapes.

The center-piece of this policy therefore, revolves around averting the

fragmentation on natural habitats and sustaining the ecological processes

underpinning the diversity ofecosystems.

This policy document contains six chapters which captures the aspiration of the

Kenyan people and the responsibility ofus all in conserving wildlife.

Chapter One elaborates on the origin of wildlife policy and practice in Kenya

since the l9s century.

Chapter Two reviews the status of wildlife conservation in Kenya with particular

emphasis on current state of wildlife and wildlife habitats, pressures and impacts

arising from people activities, climate change and other changes in the socio-

economicsystem.

ChapterThree articulates the overall goal and objectives ofthe policy, including

the guiding principles underpinning the policy.

Chapter Four is the heart of the policy document and contains proposals and

prescriptions on fourteen thematic areas that define sustainable wildlife
conservation and management.

Chapter 5 deals with legal and institutional arrangements necessary to bring

about reforms in the wildlife sector.

Chapter Six contains proposals and prescriptions necessary for operationalizing

thepolicy.
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It is our hope that this policy will adequately inform and guide the
comprehensive review of the wildlife legislation.

Mr. Joseph K. Boinnet, MGH, nsc (AU)
Chief Adminishative Secretary
Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife

\
J
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Evolution of wildlife policy in Kenya

1.1.1 Government intervention in wildlife conservation and management in
Kenya dates back to l g9g, when the then British East African
Protectorate enacted laws to control hunting and trade in wildlife and
wildlife products.

1.1.2 rn 1907 , the British Government established the Game Department that
administered Game Reserves, enforced hunting regulations, and
protected properry and crops of settler farmer communities from
wildlife.

l.l .3 In 1945, the Royal National parks of Kenya ordinance was promulgated
to provide for the establishment ofnational parks. Nairobi National park
was established on 16* December 1946 as the first National park for
exclusive wildlife protection.

1.1.4 In 1958, the Native Reserves proclamation provided for the
establishment of Reserves managed by the Native councils. Maasai
Mara was established as the first Native Game Reserve in l 961 .

1.1.5 The firstpost-colonial wildlife policy in Kenya was sessional paperNo.
3 of l975,titled"A statement on Future wildtife Management policy in
Kenya". The wildlife (conservation and Managernent) Act was
subsequently enacted in 197 6 to give effect to the policy.

1.1.6 By the mid-eighties, it had become clear that further policy adjustments
were necessary to help deal with the chronic challenges in the wildlife
sector, such as increased human-wildlife conflicts, failure to achieve an
integrated wildlife management approach, increased poaching and loss
ofwildlife populations within and outside wildlife protected areas.

1.1.7 In 1989, the Government, alarmed by the sector's dismal performance
amended the wildlife (conservation and Management) Act (cap 376 of
1976) and created a new parastatal, the Kenya wildlife service (Kws),
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I .1.9

1.2

1.1.8

which was mandated with conservation and management and protection

of all wildlife in KenYa.

The promulgation of the Constitution of Kenya, 2010 marked an

important milestone in natural resources management, and in particular

*iiOme policy in Kenya. It called for the review and alignment of all

existing policies and laws to align with the new Constitution. In

conformity with the Constitution 2010, the Wildlife Conservation and

ManagementAct was enacted in 201 3.

Despite these many government interventions, threats to wildlife have

coniinued to persist and even escalate in some cases, while new

challenges keep emerging.

Rationale for a NewWildlife Policy

1.2.1 Several significant changes have occurred since the Sessional No' 3 of

I 975. Despite significant achievements made under this policy, it is now

considered not iobust enough to address emerging challenges and

realities in the wildlife sector.

1.2.2 The following factors provide the basis for the formulation of a new

policy:
(a) Anew constitutional dispensationrequiring alignment of all sector

policies with the Constitution;

(b) Biodiversity has become a strategic national asset as its economic

use has expanded in terms ofnature-based tourism;

(c) Pressures on wildlife have been rising rapidly due to encroaching

human populations, rapid economic developments and intensified

resource use;

(d) Escalating new threats and challenges such as sophisticated

poaching, climate change and its impacts, among others;

Increased human-wildlife confl icts ;

Inadequate research, innovation and technological capacity;

t.2.3 This policy will provide the framework for legislation that enables the

country conserve and manage wildlife better, for the present and future

generations. The Policy will focus on the following thematic areas: -

(e)

(0
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)

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0
(e)

(h)

(i)

0)
(k)

0)
(m)

Strategic importance of wildli fe;
Conservation and management of wildlife in national parks,national reserves, and national sanctuarieg
Conservation and management of wildlife on private andcommunitylands;

Marine protected areas and ecosystems;
Wetlands, rivers and lake ecosystems;
Wildlife security;
Human-wildlife confl icts;
Wildlife userrights;
Bioprospecting and access to genetic resources;
Sustainable management of wildlife resources;
Wildlife diseases and veterinary services;
Wildlife disaster preparedness, response, and rescue; and
Research and monitoring.

1.3 The Process of Formulating the poticy

This policy is a product of an elaborate, inclusive and participatoryprocess, which included:

(a) Extensive riterature review invorving review of the past and

tri:r,,,?3. 
policies and legislation, especially those ..Liirg ,o

(b) Analyses and documentation of best practices; and Broad publicparticipation through consultative workshops, focus groupdiscussions, key informants and expert opinions and writtenmemoranda.
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2.1

2.1.1

2.r.2

2.1.3

2.1.4

exploitation

CHAPTERTWO

SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS

Kenya's wildlife resources

Kenya's wildlife is one of the richest and most diverse globally' The

country is ranked '""o"d 
in Africa after South Africa' in terms of

richness in animal 'p""i"'' 
Due to its richness and endemism in wildlife

species, as well as ecosystem^diversiry K:yu is categorized as a mega-

diverse country undei the Convention on Biological Diversity' The

country's biological 'i"t'n"" 
derives from' among other factors' the

,".l"Uifiry in its climate, soils and topography'

The country is home to more than 1'100 bird species and over 350

mammal species' O'"' f g of the bird species and over 20 mammal

species are endemic' Wt uf'o nuue over 7'004 plant species' about 260 of

which cannot Ut fo"a uny*t"" else in the world' Other wild species

found in Kenya include over 2 5,000 insect species ; ov er 224 fresh water

fish, more thanlz5oi*t'lctt are endemic' Over 220 reptile species are

also found in f"nyu *iit' -ot" than 47 of these are endemic ' Over 297

species of molluscs are also found in Kenya'

Seven unique and exceptional habitats and ecosystems serve as host to

our wildlife. These u'" it't savannah' fresh water' forest and woodland'

marine and coastal, mountain, urban, and croprands. Each of these

ecosystems h",. ;'q; conservation challenges and priorities that

demand site specifi'c inte'uentions' The ecosystems are currently under

threat from .r"ufutit'fa"gradation and pressures derived from increases

in human poputatiJns' rapid economic growth and unsustainable

Our wildlife and its associated habitats and ecosystems are not lust a

significant economic lsset' but a rich natural heritage as well' The

wildlife resources ."";l;;.;irectly and indirectly to the national and

local economies through revenue generation and wealth creation' The

witdlife_dependent totirism sectoi in Kenya registered an improved

performance in zors.-it" nrrnuer of international visitor arrivals

increasedbyvl%froml-,778'2OOin20l7to2'027'17}in2018'Visitors
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to national parks and reserves rose by more than2*%oto2,g6g,g00 wh,etourism earnings increased from Ksh. I,rgg,000,000 in 2017 toKsh. l, 574,OO0,OOOin 201 g.

2'l'5 In addition, w,drife resources provide important environmentar goodsand services that are centrar to the tivetih;"J, ;f ;i;;yans, as we, asother productive sectors of our economy through provisioning of creanair and *ur_1.:-.i:l soils for crop anf Iivestock production, food andsherter, sequestration or.r.uon aioxide, 
"rop 

po,i'n"iilr, 
"onoo, 

of soilerosion, and contribution to sociar-cohes io, *i .uirrr"i identity, runongothers' Among the nostargic w,dlife r"r";;;;;;;;xperiences 
thatare 'must see' tourist attraction in Kenya i, ,h" ;rar w,debeestmigration in Maasai Mara - widely considered the eighth wonder of the

2'l'6 wirdrife arso prays significant ecorogicar functions that are critical forthe interconnected web of tire-supporting systems. For exampre,Kenya's major water tower. u." foTd in w,drife-protected areas.w,dri fe arso has 
_outstanding .o"io-"utturur, 

"a*iiorla, research andaesthetic values' Indeed, anf adverse impacts o, *irarir. habitats andecosystems can dramaticary alter the survivar 
""p".if oir*rmans.

2.2 Threatsandchattengestowildlife

2'2'r Land-use changes:Land is one ofthe most importantresourcesin Kenya' Economic activities like agricurture, wirdrifeconservation, urban developmenr, hr;;; ;;t,ement, andinfrastructure depend on land. Until recently, wildlifeconservation has not been. a forma,y recognized rand-useoption in 
-Kenva 

resurting in fa,ure ;" ;r-";?;"rv integratew,drife conservation in rand-use pranning u.iiriti.r. The firstNational Land policy in Kenya was launJhed in 2009 and forrhe first time recognizes w,drife 
"r "r;;-;se option. Thispresents an opportunity to address the land use planningdeficiencies for the wildiife sector.
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a.r)

2.2.3

1111

2.2.5

2.2.6

Destructionof'wildlifehabitats:Naturalhabitatsprovideanimportant
resource base for th"ii;;iih*ds of rural communities' However' the

rapidly increasing p";i;t;t: intid:T?of povertv' demand for tuel

wood, and other complex socio-economic factors have put enorrnous

pressure on the t""'"y;;J;;;i;',tt"s forcing large segments of

the rural poor to ';;-;;"or 
land-use practices like deforestation'

charcoal burning, ""'r*a"t' 
and livesiock incursions in wildlife

protected areas. This i, .i"ri.e1"vere degradation of wildlife habitats'

Insecurity: Arry form of insecurity in wildlife areas is a serious threat and

challenge to wildlife Jo""*"i"t efforts,' Insecurity in Kenyan wildlife

areas has be.n "*u..i*l 
l;uv it 

" 
state of insecurity in the neighbouring

countries thutf'u' fun""diie iroliferation of small arms in the region'

Inadequate incentives"Whereas protected areas have been set aside for

purposes of wildlife conservation' a significant percentage of Kenya's

wildlife inhabit "";;;;;i""d 
privatelands thaial3o servl as wildlife

dispersal areas for;;;;;t;;"d uttu'' ft Present' there are inadequate

incentives t" m"fl;;;;;unities and land:w:ers to adoPt land-use

practices,nut u'J'-"li"uiiur" with.wildlife conservation and

management' rt'" Jitu-ulti;; i; ;ggt"ated by the existence of incentives

in other sectorut poiiti"s that distort land-use decisions

Ineffective protected area management and partnerships:Most wildlife

protected u'"u' in'i'ffi *ttti'tuUfishedwithout due regards to the

surrounding landscapes' As a result' boundaries between the areas and

the wider tuna'"up-""u"d community spaces were not distinct' This has

been a.u,r.. or*ii;;;;Jil"'an-wildlife conflicts' while efforts are

ongoing to erect ;;;;'"t and other barriers that mark the boundaries'

these inadequately deter wildlife from escaping into the':"rnlT'Y

spaces where they destroy property' as well as communities gammg

access to the protJc;;;;t';"!'u'" tt'"i' livestock' The conservation

and managet""" "i 
*iiaiii" o"i'iat the protected areas is hardly ever

i.i.g.",.A"irto the broader protected area management'

Lack of protected area management plans: Most parks and reserves ln

the country lack comprehensive area management plans' Low levels in

the implementation ";;;;t'agement 
plans for those that have them

could be attributed t" ;;;i;iizationortnit important tunction' and
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2.2.7

lack of effective monitoring frameworks to support imprementation of
theplans.

Lack of assessments and prioritization of management effectiveness:
Given the enormous and competing social challeiges, ,,.r.i, u, poverty,
health care, and education, wildlife conservation und,n*"g.**, oft.n
receives fewer resources, which limits the prioritization 

-of 
p.o..rr.,

such as assessment of management effectiveness. Given its wide scope,
and for wildlife conservation and management to be effective and
efficient, regular assessments and strategic actions aimed at addressing
associated priority issues are imperative.

2.2.8 Inadequate scientific data that is accurate: Accurate scientific
information on wildlife resources is critical for informed decision_
making by wildlife managers and other stakeholders. yet, investment in
long-term studies on wildlife and wildlife ecosystems, as welr as the
maintenance of long-term wildrife-related iut, ,.t. have been
inadequate in Kenya. This has impaired accuracy in applying key
ecosystem principles towards rational decision-making. In adaition,
there is lack of linkages among wildlife ,.r."r.ri institutions,
universities, and relevant wildlife agencies. This poses a challenge to
effective wildlife conservation and management.

2.2.9 lllegal bush meat trade: Bush meat trade has emerged as a major threat
to wildlife in Kenya due to inadequate law enforcement mechanisms
and a lucrative market forbush meat.

2'2.10 Human-wildlife confiicts: Increasing human-wildlife conflicts pose a
major problem in wildlife areas. Acute water shortages and inadequate
pastures during dry seasons severely impact on wilJlife, livestock and
humans. This triggers competition for what is available ofthe resources,
thus resulting in conflict. Human wildlife conflicts have been athibuted
to, besides climate variability and change, also on increased human
activities in areas originalry preserved for wildrife. At present,
compensation relating to human wildlife conflict undertaken by the
national Govemment, with the amounts payabre relating to the human
injury and deaths that would have occurred, and wildlife_caused
damages to crops, rivestock and property. These payments have been
unsustainable.
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2.2.11 Pollution:Anthropogenic generated pollution continues to cause drastic

modifications to our wildlife habitats'

This is often in terms of intentional 0r accidental introduction of solid

wastesandotherpollutantsintowaterandland.Thesewastesand
pollutants negativeiy affect wildlife populations, including causing their

death or imPairment.

2.2.|2 Biopiracy: Biopiracy of biological materials, soil micro-organisms,

animals, plants and indigenous traditional knowledge associated with

biological resources thai has been identified, developed and used by

localcommunities,isbothathreatandchallengetotheconservationand
management of our wildlife'

2'2.|3 Climate change:The climate is changing globally. This is causing direct

physiological"effects on individual wildlife species. It is also associated

withchangesinabioticfactors,aswellasintheopportunitiesfor
interactions, recruitment, and reproduction among wildlife species'

climate change can also precipitate conducive conditions for the

establishment and spread o1 invasive species, as well as change the

suitability of microclimates that hitherto favoured native species'

Interactionsamongnativecommunitiescouldalsobealtereddueto
climate change unJit. impacts. yet, there is a dearth of adequate data on

the impacts of climate change on biodiversity in Kenya'

2.2.14 Inadequate transboundary collaboration: Habitat requirements for

wildlifespeciesarecriticalforthesurvivalandpropagationofthe
species. Most wildlife species have in fact evolved and adapted to large

home-ranges,somewtrictrstraddleboundariesoftwoormorecountries
orgeographicalentities.Thisrealityaffectstheirlife-cyclesand
migratory patterns and invokes the need to promote a harmonized

apfroach among the concerned countries or geographical entities to the

conservationandmanagementofsharedwildliferesources.

2.2.|5 Invasive alien species: Invasive alien species are a major threat to

wildlife r.rorr.Jr, particularly in arid and semi-arid areas and aquatic

ecosystems.Invasivealienspeciescantransformthestructureand
compositionofspeciesinanecosystembyrepressingorexcluding
nativespecieseitherdirectlythroughoutcompetingthemorindirectly
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2.2.16

via changing the way nutrients are re-cycled within their systems.
control of these invasive species is a major management challenge that
often involves veryhigh environmental andfinancial costs.

confiicting sectoral policies and inadequate coordination in the
implementation of governance in existing natural resources: Sectoral
policies, especially those concerning land-use and natural resource
management sometimes advance positions that undermine wildlife
conservation and management. This is aggravated by lack of or
inadequate linkages and coordination in the governance of the country's
natural resources. This also relates to inter-governmental collaboration.
The existing policy and legal frameworks do not adequately cater for
collaboration among the national government, county govemments, and
communities with regard to governance of the country's natural
resources for the benefit of all Kenyans. This state of affairs has resulted
in the duplication of governance roles in some of the country's natural
resource bases.

2.2.17 Diseases: Diseases is one of the significant factors known to decrease
species population growth globally. In recent years, disease outbreaks
which have caused significant mortalities in wildlife have been
experienced. The situation is made worse by the emergence of zoonotic
diseases as a result of the interaction between wild animals, livestock
and people. climate change has further aggravated the situation due to
its effects on host-vector-pathogen dynamics leading to the emergence
and re-emergence of diseases.
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CHAPTER THREE

GOAL, OBJECTIVES AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES

3.1. Goalof thePolicy

The goal of this policy is to create an enabling environment for conservation and

sustainable management ofwildlife for current and future generations'

3,2. Obiectivesofthe PolicY

The overall objective of this policy is to provide a framework that is dynamic and

innovative for re-engineering the wildlife sector.

3.2. I . The specific objectives of the Policy are to: -

(a) bonserve-in perpetuity, Kenya's wildlife resources, as a national

heritage;

O) Increase access, incentives and sustainable use of wildlife resources,

while ensuring equitable sharing ofbenefits;
(c) promote partnirships and incentives for wildlife-based enterprises;

ial Facilitate collaborition for effective governance and financing ofthe

wildlife sector between communities, private conservancies,

counties, national govemment and international partners; and

(e) Promote manag"m"nt of viable wildlife populations and their

habitats inKenYa.

3.3 Guiding PrinciPles

The following guiding principles underpin this Policy: -

(a) WildlifeisaPublicresource;
(b) Integrated and ecosystem-based management;

(c) Wildlife management is a form of land-use;

(d) Sustainabilityandgovernance;
(e) Access and equitable sharing ofbenefits;

(0 Intra-andinter-generationalequity;
(g) Inclusive and participatory approaches;

(h) Devolution;
(D Use of scientific and indigenous knowledge; and

O PrecautionaryPrinciPle.
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CHAPTER FOUR:

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
INTERVENTIONS

4.1. Strategic lmportance of Wildtife

4.1.1. wildlife resources contribute a substantial proportion of the country's
earnings from tourism. This is because Kenya's wildlife, particularly the
big five, namely buffalo, elephant, leopard, lion and rhino are the most
treasured unique selling point for the country's tourism. Furthermore,
Kenya has some of the world's most alluring and diverse indigenous
wildlife species and habitats.

4.1.2. Traditionally, wildlife in Kenya has been seen through the lens of
tourism. This view conceals the other benefits associated with our
wildlife including provision of ecosystem services, carbon dioxide
sequestration, provision of fresh water and air among other benefits. This
narrow appreciation of the value of Kenya's wildlife has led to
inadequate investments in the conservation, management, and utilization
of our wildlife resources.

4.1.3. Maintaining healthy wildlife populations, recovering endangered
species, and restoring impaired habitats and ecosystems, among others,
require adequate funding.

4.1.4. There is need to quantiff the full economic value of Kenya's wildlife.
wildlife as a land use option in the semi-arid and arid eco-regions,
competes very favourably with other land-uses and can contribute
signifi cantly to the country's GDP.

4.4.5. The Government shall:

I Designate wildlife as a strategic national resource and ailocate
adequate fundingfrom the nat ional budget ;

2 Include the economic value of wildlife into the national income
accounting, planning and budgeting ;
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4.2

4.2.r.

4.2.2.

3 Promote retention of the benefits generated from wildlife and

their habitats for the purpose of developing and managing of
w il d I ife c o ns erv at i o n are as ;

4 Establish a fund to promote wildlife conservation and

management;

3 Promote access to innovative and sustainable utilization of
wildlife as an economic incentive; and

6 Mainstream wildlife resources into the frama,vorks on blue and

greeneconomies.

Management of National Parks, Reserves and Sanctuaries

The cornerstone of Kenya's wildlife conservation policy has been the

establishment of national parks, reserves and sanctuaries as

representative samples of county's natural regions. These govemment-

managed protected areas are of particular importance for the protection

of oui biodiversity and ecosystems. Since the 1990s, this system has

been suoplemented by the establishment of private and community

sanctuaries.

The protected area system is facing increasing and constant pressure

from both natural and human causatives, including climate change,

which leads to the ever-shrinking connectivity and dispersal areas.

4.2.3. The Governmentshall:

I Review the current protected area system to determine if it meets

the c ountry's w i I dl ife c ons erv at io n o bj e c t iv e ;

2 Manage national parl<s and have an oversight role over reserves

and sanctuaries through approved rnanagement plans;

3 Develop engagement frameworks with counties to ensure the

preservation of the ecological integrity of parks, reserves and

sanctuaries;
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4.3

4Developamechanismforwildlifedataacquisition'archiving'
shar ing, management and reP ort ing ;

5 Develop incentives for landowners that host wildlife in dispersal

and connectivitY areas ;

6 Develop gaidelines ond standardsfor infrastructure development

within Protected areas ;

7 Demarcate and Secure boundaries in wildlife protected areas;

and

8. Develop guidelines for sustainable extraction and exploration

in protected areas.

Wildlife Conservation and Management on Private and

CommunitYLands

Areas outside of protected areas have a wide range of ecosystems' These

range from relaiively undisturbed spaces such as semi-arid and arid

areis, through food producing landscapes that have mixed patterns of

use by humans, to ecosystems that have been intensively modified and

managed by humans, such as agricultural lands and urban areas'

Wildlife is mostly found in the relatively undisturbed areas'

Wildlife conservation outside protected areas face many challenges'

includingwildlifeinsecurity,retaliatorykillingduetohuman-wildlife
conflicts, representation in wildlife management and governance

systems, user rights, incentives and benefit-sharing' technical and

financial capacity to manage wildlife, limited wildlife education and

research, and issues relatedto land tenure and land-use planning'

Landoutsidewildlifeprotectedareasislargelyunderthecontrolof
private owners and communities' Their cooperation is therefore very

essential for successful conservation activities. This is because most of

these lands are subjected to multiple uses, some of which are in conflict

withwildlifeconservation.withproperincentives,therefore,land-use
practices that tend to phase out wildlife, such as agriculture, could be

minimised or confined to appropriate areas'

4.3.1

4.3.2

4.3.3
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4.3.4. Individual or corporate rand owners who adopt wildlife as a form of
land-use need incentives to induce or promote the establishment of
wildlife conservation areas and sanctuaries. They could be instrumental
in supporting sustainable wildlife management and conservation.

4.3.5. TheGovernmentshall:

1. Promotewildlife conservation as a land_use option;

2- Provide incentives to support individuols, communities and
other stakeholders to invest in wildlife conservation and
management;

3. Encourage private bequeaths ofrand and propertyfor purposes
ofw ildl ife cons ervat ion ;

4. Foster the integration ofwildlife corridors and dispersal areas
into county spatial plans;

J. support deveropment and imprementation of approved
monagement plons that incorporate multiple and compatible
land-use practices;

6. Develop mechanisms to guide and regulate captive breeding
and artificial propagation of wildlife ;

7. Regulate wildlifefarming and the products thereof;

8. Invest in wildlife conservation education and public awareness;
and

9. Mitigate against threats to wildlife by physicat developments
in important wildlife habitats.

Marine Protected Areas and Ecosystems

coastal marine resources are valuable endowments that have huge
socio-economic benefits. They offer a range of benefits and
opportunities for human exploitation. In terms of ecosystem services,
the coastal system maintains a dynamic equilibrium with processes that
regulate shoreline stability, beach replenishment, and nutrient
generation and recycling; all of which are of immense ecological and
socio-economic importance.

4.4

4.4.1
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4.4.2.

4.4.3.

4.4.4.

4.4.5

coastal and marine ecosystems, such as coral reefs, mangrove forests,

and beach- and dune-systems serve as critical natural defences against

storms, flooding, and erosion.

They also attract vast human settlements that use materials from the

living and nonliving resources in the vast oceans. These areas are also

impo-nant for marine transportation and recreation. Moreover, fishing in

near-shore waters, as well as sport-fishing, are some of the major

economic activities in coastal areas, as they supply fish for local and

intemational markets.

Activities that add further value to these ecosystems include, recreation

and tourism. These have become major sources of both domestic and

foreign exchange earnings, as well as of employment opportunities.

coastal and marine ecosystems are however increasingly coming under

pressure that calls for ways to better manage these biological resources'

key threats to coastal and marine ecosystems include, destructive

fistring methods and their associated destruction of habitats,

eutrophication and siltation of coastal waters, pollution, urban and

tourism developments, human settlements, and effects of climate

change.

Kenya was one of the first African countries to establish marine

protlcted areas in 1968.Atpresent, the countryhas 4 marine parks, and 6

..."*"., which account for about 0.8% of its Exclusive Economic

Zone. Kenya intends to increase this area to at least 107o, and thus

comply with the Aichi Targets.

Despite the acknowledged importance of marine and coastal

ecosystems, the level of investments needed to unlock the potential is

not adequate. Specific policy and legislative interventions are required

to address this gaP.
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4.4.6. TheGovernmentshall

l. Develop dedicatedpolicy and laws to support the revamping of
the marine and coastal areas;

2. Ensure ffictive and integrated management of marine and
coastal resources, including island ecosystems ;

3. Enhance the capacityfor marine and coastal zone research and
management;

4. Provide incentives for the establishment of community_
managed marine cons ervation areas ;

J. Develop and implement a marine and coastal zone inter-agency
disaster mitigation and recovery action plan; and

6. Forster regional cooperation in the conseryation and
management ofmarine migratory species.

4.5 Wetlands, Rivers and Lake Ecosystems

4.5.1. wetlands are fragile but very important wildlife habitats. These areas
face growing pressures form human activities including agriculture,
settlements and infrastructural developments. There is urgent need to
enhance their protection. This requires management regimes that help
maintain some of the natural characteristics of the wetlands, while
allowing for their wide use. A balance ought to be struck between the
environmental functioning of wetlands and their use for sustenance of
livelihoods.

4.5.2. The convention on wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar
convention), to which Kenya is a contracting party, provides a
framework for the wise use of wetlands. At present, Kenya has 6
Ramsar-listed sites, namely, lakes Nakuru, Naivasha, Bogoria, Baringo,
andElementaita.

4.5.3. other aquatic ecosystems of conservation importance include rivers,
lakes, and dams. These comprise of important habitats for different
wildlife species and are used by various migratory species. The
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management responsibility for these aquatic ecosystems is dispersed

among differentagencies in KenYa'

4.5.4. The Government shall:

l. Ensure collaborative implementation of the National Wetlands

C ons erv ation and Management P olicy ;

2. Support the restoration of degraded wetlands, riverbanl<s and

lakeshores;

3. Educate the pubtic and raise crwareness on the critical role of
wetlands, rivers and lake ecosystems inwildlife conservation;

4. Ensure collaboration and innovation in the conservution and

rehabilitation offorests and otherwater catchment areas that are

significant wildlife hab itats ; and

5. Ensure full implementation of the Ramsar convention on

Wetlands.

4.6

4.6.1.

4.6.2.

Wildlife Security

The security of people living with wildlife and visitors to wildlife

conservation areas is an important issue in wildlife management'

Wildlife security and patrols are also critical to the effectiveness of
wildlife conservation and management. Commercial poaching and bush

meat trade remain one of the greatest challenges to wildlife in Kenya.

Kenya Wildlife Service is the national agency mandated to coordinate

wildlife security matters in Kenya. The success of this depends on close

collaboration with the communities living in important wildlife areas

and other law enforcement agencies. on the other hand, wildlife crime is

also regional and intemational due to the lucrative trade in illicit wildlife

and wildlife products. There is therefore, need to enhance inter-agency

coordination and collaboration. At the regional and international level,

there is need to up-scale bilateral and multilateral engagements.
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4.6.3. The Government shall:

l. strengthen skill training, technological capabilities and
innovation to secure all wildlife species and their natural
habilats in accordance with the law ;

2. Enhance inter-agency collaboration in combatting wildtife
crime;

3. Mainstreamwildlife security into the national security systern;

4. Enhance the capacity of local communities to combat wildtife
crime and biopiracy ; and

J. strengthen collaboration with regional and international law
enforcement agencies to combat transnationat witdtife crimes.

4.7 Human-WildlifeConflicts

4.7.1 Increase in human-wildlife conflicts (Hwc) is one of the major
challenges in the wildlife sector. This arises mainly from incompatible
land use types and encroachment into traditional wildlife areas.
competition for the available resources ensues, raising the levels of
human wildlife conflicts. The impacts of climate change as manifested
through more frequent and prolonged dry spells and extreme heavy rains
combine to worsen the situation

4.7.2. Land-use changes and the consequences of population pressure also
lead to a decrease in land and otherresources available forwildlife, thus
aggravating cases of HWCs. These conflicts are a significant threat to
ecosystem variability in general, and to large mammal populations in
particular.

4.7 .3. The Government shall:

l. Establish a national strateg/ for mitigating human wildtife
conflict;

2. Mainstream human wildlife conflict into county spatial
planning processes;

3. Support the development and implementation of ecosystem_
based management Plans for key wildlife landscapes;
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4.8

4. Build the capacity of local communities to manage problem

animals;

5 . Establish and maintain a human wildlife confiict database;

6. Establish a sustainable financing scheme for compensating

w il dl ife-re I at ed damages ;

7. Make adequate budgetary provisions for compensating against

iiiitf"-"i"ted dealhs, iniiries and damage to prcperty; and

8. Promote human wildlife co-existence'

Wildlife User Rights

Access to wildlife is currently limitedto avery small group of Kenyans'

yet there is huge potential for wildlife utilization to benefit more

Kenyans.
Wititife user rights are essential because they serve as incentives for the

people living in wildlife areas to create spaces for conservation outside

protected areas. Securing these rights is therefore essential as long-term

wildlife conservation policy. It would empower land owners and

communities in wildlife areas to participate effectively in decision-

making on wildlife resources, as well as to benefit from the use of the

resources.

In the past, various wildlife user rights, such as cropping and sport

hunting, were granted. These user rights were however not properly

-unugf,t, resulting in increased wildlife poaching and a decline in

wildlife populations. There were also no mechanisms for equitable

sharing ofwildlife benefits at all levels'

The Government shall:

t.Developaframeworktoregulateaccessandsustainable
utilization ofwitdtife and wildlife products ;

2.ForstertheuseofscientificloowledgeandthePrecautionary
Principleapproachinwildlifeutilizationdecision-making;

3. Develop a frameworkfor sharing benefits accrued from wildlife

utilization;

4.8.1

4.8.2

4.8.3

4.8.4
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4.9

4. Ensure that all wildlife user-right holders have responsibilities
to support wildlife conservation; and

5. Develop guidelines and standards for service provision and
infras tructure development in and around wildtife conserryation
areas.

Bioprospecting and Access to Genetic Resources

wildlife resources may contain valuable compounds that are of use to
humankind' Bioprospecting can help discover these benefits, thus
enhancing the contribution of the resources for human well-being.
Resources from bioprospecting, such as through royalties and
knowledge, can be ploughed into wildlife conservation. This potentiar
for bioprospecting exists in Kenya but remains unexproited.
Bioprospecting has the potential of developing high-varue products and
new markets to transform Kenya's economic and social weli-being.

Internationally, bioprospecting activities have led to the development of
many valuable products and applications such as medicines, cosmetics,
industrial lubricants, adhesives, and the use ofmicro-organisms to make
industrial processes cleaner and more efficient.

Unregulated access to genetic resources has however resulted in loss of
valuable material within and outside protected areas in the past.

The Govcrnment shall:

I' Regulate 
-bioprospecting and the coilection of wildtife specimens

in accordance with national and internationai and bist practice ;
2. Develop capacity for bioprospecting and ensure technologt

transfer;

3. Develop a bioprospecting policy; and

4. Ensure bioprospecting and access to genetic resources occur in
strict compliance with relevant natioial and international law,
including ensuring that benefits thereof, such as i"teit"iia
property rights, traditional knowredge and technologt, are shared
equitably.

4.9.1

4.9.2

4.9.3

4.9.4.
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4.1 O Management of vulnerable and Endangered wildlife species

4.10.1. vulnerable and endangered wildlife species and sub-species need

proper conservation measures. In particular, endangered and threatened

.p"ti.. and their natural habitats, require special measures if they are to

survive. Dedicated laws on vulnerable and endangered species are

necessary to enhance the protection ofthose species'

4.10.2. Although in-situconservation is the most effective means of conserving

wildlife, there may be situations in which ex-situ conservation may be

necessary. This is because unpredictable events may threaten rare

genotypes or species in their natural habitat. Ex-situ conservation

provides g.autai assurance in such circumstances. In certain situations,

some threatened species may require cultivation or breeding in captivity

so as to build up their numbers for reintroduction into the wild' However,

species under ex-situ conservation need to be given proper care

protection against crueltY.

4.10.3. The Government shall:

l. Enact dedicated laws for vulnerable and endangered wildlife

sPecies;

2. Develop measures for the conservation and management of
witdlifespecieswhoserangeissharedwithneighbouring
countries;

3.Putinplacemechanismsforthecontrolofinvasivespecies;

4,Developmechanismstoregulatethe.intro.ductionand
*orog"*"nt of exotic witdtife ipecies and genetically modified

organisms;

5.Developmechanismstoregulotethedonation/giftingand
exchange of wildlife species betyveen Kenya and other countries;

and

6,Developaframeworktoregulatetheestablishmentand
manogiment of captive wil dl de fac il ili es'
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4.71.

4.tt.t

4.11.2,

4.t1.3.

4.11.4.

Wildlife Diseases and Veterinary Services

wildlife areas are prone to wildlife diseases and related health risks. This
is especially so because most of Kenya's wildlife is found in rangelands,
which allows for interaction between pastoralism and *itatir".
Interaction between humans, wildlife and livestock exposes all of them
to transmission ofcommunicable diseases.

Disease transmission has implications for wildlife management, public
health, livestock development and rural livelihoods. t tury animal
diseases, particularly zoonotic diseases, affect the productivity of both
wildlife and livestock, and could be a potential host or source of
infections in people. Diseases of unknown aetiology and epidemiology
that emanate from these interactions could also cause challenges.

The interface between wild and domestic animals, humans, and the
environment has an impact on ecosystem health and integrity. Disease
transmissions may be a consequence of agriculfural intensification,
urbanization, human encroachment into the wildlife areas, as well as
climatechange.

Some contemporary diseases affecting wildrife populations are a direct
or indirect consequence of human activities. These activities enhance
negative impacts of climate change by, for instance, such as modifuing
traditional ranges of wildlife and pathogens, and as well fragmenting
wildlife habitats.

4.11.5. Addressing the foregoing challenges at the wildlife-livestock-human
interface necessitates application of knowledge and skills across
multiple ministries and agencies, currently known as a one-Health_
Approach.

4.1 1.5 TheGovernmentshall:

1 . Strengthen capacityfor wildlife veterinary services;

2. Develop and implement mechanisms for wirdrife disease
surveillance, epidemio lo gt and managemint ;

3. Mitigate against threats posed by zoonotic diseases, including
public awareness on associated risks;
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4. Enhance interagency collaboration -in addressing zoonotic' 
dir"or"rusingthZone-health-approach; and

5. Strengthen capacity for wildlife forensic science and genetics'

4.12.

4.12.1

4.12.2. The Government shall

1. Develop and implement measures to mitigate against disasters

affectingwildlife; and

2. Enhance research and technologt in witdtife disaster risk

reduction.

4.13. Research and Monitoring

4.13.|,Managingwildliferequiresdatatoinformdecisionmaking.Ascientific
basis for sound.unu!.rn"nt depends on collection of accurate and up-

to-date data.

Understandingecosystemsandspeciesthroughscientificstudiesand
indigenous f.,o*iedge is necessary in developing innovative

approachesofaddressingarangeofwildlifeconservation-related
problems.Constantmonitoringofwildliferesourcesandtheirhabitats.isessentialforeffectiveconservationandmanagement.

4.13.2. The Government shall:

1. Enhance the capacity for wildlife research' innovation ond

develoPment;

2. Develop mechanisms to regulate and coordinate wildlife

research in KenYa;

Wildlife Disaster Preparedness, Response and Rescue

Kenyaperiodicallysuffersfromeffectsofdisastersrelatedtofloodsand
droughts. These occurrences can have serious adverse impacts on

ecological systems and wildlife' Our wildlife has for a long time been

wlnerabletoimpactsofdifferentnaturaldisasters,suchasbushfires,
droughts and floods - some of which have recurring impacts'
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4.14.

4.14.1

4.14.2.

4.t4.3.

3. Promote the use of scientific lonwledge and information indecision-making;

4. Allocatefundingfor wildlife research and innovation; and
J' Establish a nationar wirdrife data and information sharing and

integration plaform.

Funding

Sustainable wildlife conservation and management requires sustainable
financing. Innovative sources of funding, as well as creative solutions
fi nancing of conservation initiatives are essential.

Diversification of sources of funding is needed so as to provide a buffer
against unanticipated events rike abrupt decrines in tourism, a.f*rrro^
in financial markets, and shifts in the piiorities of development partner.

Images of wildlife are very popular for branding and advertising. This
presents an opportunity for industry, trade and commerce to partnir with
government in resource mobilization.

The Government will:

I . Allocatefundsfor conservation and management ofwitdlife;
2' Develop a mechanismfor engaging stakehorders in the private

sector to mobilize resources to suppt6yl wildlife 
"orr"*ition ond

management;

3' Promote innovative cons ervation funding m ec hanis ms, inc ludingPayment for Ecosystem Serviies, eiablisni"g tii';iUhf"
conservationfund, carbon trading, among others ;

4. Encourage and develop m,echanisms for conservationfinancing
through p hilanthropy ; and

5' Leverage and mob,ize w,drife conservationfundingfrom theprivate sector
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5.1.

5.1.1

5.1.2

CHAPTER FIVE

LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Legislative Reforms

Thepastdecadeorsohaswitnessedsignificantlegislativereforms
g.u,"dto*u.dsimprovinggovernanceinthewildlifesectorinKenya.A
f.y ir.ue in the reforms was the need to institutionalize participatory

app,ouche,inthemanagementandconservationofwildlifeinKenya.
rt.se reforms culminat-ed into the enacted of the principal legislation

;;;;**g the wildlife sector, namely, the Wildlife Conservation and

ManagementAct, No. 47 of20l3'

However,therearestillmanyoutstandingissuestoaddressinorderto
iring Kenya's wildlife law up-to speed with emerging issues and good

p.uji... These issues concern matters such as stakeholder engagement,

compensations, and obligations under regional and multilateral

,g.".**"towhichr.nvuisaparty.TheWildlifeConservationand
Iiurrug.-.rt Act, 2013 does not adequately address these issues'

Therefore, there is need to develop a new Wildlife Act to address

emerging issues and give effect to this Policy'

5.1.3. TheGovernmentshall:

5.2. lnstitutionalArrangements

1. Enact a comprehensive witdlife conservation and management

legislation to give effect to this policy;

2. Ensure periodic review of the wildlife conservation and

mansgement I e gis I at ion ; and

3. Prepare regulations and guidelines to support implementation of

the' lWildlifZ Cons ervation and Management Act'

TheKenyaWildlifeService(KwS)isthenationalagencyresponsible
for overall wildlife conservation and management in Kenya'. This

mandate is set broadly to capture the many challenges facing wildlife

conservation todaY.

5.2.1
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5.2.2.

5.2.3

5.2.4

Because of the broad mandate of KWS and the wide range of
stakeholders in the wildrife sector, the potential for conflicts and
misunderstanding is high without clear mechanism for clear roles and
responsibilities.

In addition to Kenya wildlife Service, the county Governments, rocal
communities and private land owners inevitablyiave a critical iole inwildlife conservation.

There is thus need for comprehensive institutions reforms to assign and
clarifu the roles and responsibilities of different players in the wltalire
sector.

The Government shall;

1. Strenglhey the_poliqt, re^g1tlatory oversight, reporting and public
s ens itiz ati on func tion of t h e Minis try resf, o^ i i t 

" 
toi ffiat ii" ;

2' Re-strttcture Kenya witdrife serttice to enabre itfocus more onprut ec t ed areas managem ent ;
3. Deu.o.lve th9 farl management system to strengthen decision

making at the park and reserrye levil; and
4. Estgb-lis-l a framework ^for inter_agency cooperation and

stalrehorder eng*gementfor effective ionog"n"it of wildrife inKenya.

5.3. Partnerships with State and Non_State Actors

5.3.1. Private sector actors, non-gove[rmental organizations, community-based
organization, and other categories ofnon-state actors play a central rolein wildlife conservation. They play an important rore in policy
development processes.

5.3.2. None StateActors also play a critical role in the promotion of inter_
sectoral perspectives and cooperation among various stakeholders. For
example, they help resolve resoluce conflicts through mediation and
other dispute resorution mechanisms at the local tevet uy bringing intheir own considerable expertise and resources. At the national level,
they help inform public debate on wfldlife conservation issues.
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5.3.3

s.3.4.

5.3.5

5.4.

5.4.1

There are numerous civil society actors in the wildlife sector which are

poorly coordinated leading to overlaps and duplication in

implementation of policies, programmes and projects' There is

therefore need for mainstreaming monitoring of civil society actors to

create order, synergy and enhance accountability and transparency'

Synergiesandcross.sectorallinkagesbetweenthewildlifesectorand
other related sectors, especially tourism, forestry, agriculture and water'

would result from poii.i". ihat have an immediate or an indirect

influence on the behaviour of landowners, government agencies'

wildlife managers, private sector, non-governmental organisations and

communitY-based organisations'

The Government shall:

.Maintainaregisterofallnon-stateactorsandptomoteanall'in'';;; 
;;;*ron" rn tt 

" 
"t^plementation of policies' programmes and

projects;

2, Enhance cross-sectoral and inter.sectoral coordination and

policy integration among wildlife related s ectors ;

3,MainstreamwitdlifeconseruationintotheNationalClimate
ChangeActionPlan;

14. Establtsh c o I I ab o r at iv e fr amew orks for w il dt ife c ons ertt ation and

r
l

l, *onogrment; and

| 5. Promote partnerships between communities and investors on-' 
,iitii ii\ii*-o*ia enterprises to enhance income generation

I, andimpruvementoflivelihoods'

Human Resource Development and Capacity Building

Human resource development is an investment for the future. Building a

cadre of professional resource persons requires, among other. things'

standards,meansofcommunication,highlevelsofeducationand
training.In-servicetrainingthatenhancesskillsandmanagerial
d.r"loi-.rrt in the wide range of tasks demanded ofwildlife personnel,

as weli as communities and landowners, is of critical importance in

developing technical competencies that complement research--oriented

traininis otrered by highei institutions of learning. A range of "people-
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5.4.2

5.4.3

5.5.

5.5.1

5.5.2

centred" courses also need to be integrated in the education, training,
and skilling of wildlife personnel.

similarly, effective participation of local communities and other
stakeholders in wildlife conservation and management requires access
to technical, social and economic information. conservation education,
public awareness and information campaigns are a vital part of the
participation process in wildlife conservation and -urug.-rr,.capacity-building initiatives ought to take into account the vital role of
volunteers in wildlife conservation. Also important are the senior
citizens who play a significant role in contributing knowledge and
experience towards wildlife conservation and managelent.

The Govemment shall;

1. Invest in the deveropment of education and expertise in wildrife
cons ervation and management ;

2. strc1slhen the development of wildlife conservation education
andpublic awarcness;

3 . Prcmote the use- of indigenous ronwredge in the consertation and
management ofwildlife res ources ; and

4' Develop aframeworkfor engaging young vorunteers and senior
c t t iz ens in w i I dl ife c o ns erv at i o i aid m an agem e nt.

Regional and lnternational Cooperation

Kenya is a party to a number of multilateral environmentar agreements
(MEAs) that relate to conservation and management of wildlife
reso,rces. These include, the convention on Biological Diversity(cBD), the convention on wetlands of Internatiorial Importance
(Ramsar), convention on Internationar Trade in Endangered species
(CITES), the convention on Migratory Species (cMS) u'no tn. wo.ro
Heritage Convention (WHC).

f:ryu is also a key player in the Man and Biosphere programme
(MABP) of the United Nations Education, Science, and 6urtural
organization (uNESCo). Regionaily, Kenya plays a keyrole in both the
New Partnership for Africa's Developmeni 6NPeo) and East African
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).).J

5.5.4.

).).o

Community(EAC),bothofwhichhavepivotalwildlifemanagement
and conservation progtammes, initiatives and commitments'

Much progress has been made in establishing mechanisms for

implementing some ofthe wildlife-relatedMEAs by domestication into

national policies, laws and programmes'

Moreover,effectivemonitoringoftradeandthecontrolofpoaching
,"qrir..regionalandinternationalcooperation'significantbenefitsand
effectiveness can be realized in combating poaching through

collaborative regional and international initiatives'

The Government shall:

Ensure the domestication and tmplementation of international

instrumentsthatKeryahasaccededtointonationallegislation;

Develop mechanisms to ensure cross'sectoral linkages and

consisient implementation of wildlift'retated multilateral

envitonmental agrcements ; and

Prumote the conservation of transboundary wildlife resourtes'

1.

2.

i.
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6.1.

6.1.1

6.2.

CHAPTER SlX

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY

To achieve the desired results, this policy will be implemented using an inter_sectoral approach. Implementation will therefore ,eq,rire a coordinated
management, enforcement and compliance framewoik, as well as theunderpinning technical and legal instruments.

Management Arrangements

The cabinet Secretary for the time being responsibre for wildlife
conservation and management will be the cuslodian ofthis policy.

Monitoring, Enforcement and Comptiance

6.2.1. The cabinet Secretary for the time being time responsible for wildlife
conservation and management shall develop and implement various
technical instruments to give effectto this policy.

6.2.2. The cabinet secretary for the time being responsible for wildlife
conservation and management shall monitoithe implementation ofthis
policy.

6'3.3. The cabinet Secretary shafl ensure periodic review and reporting on the
implementation of this policy.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

,,hiodiversitv,, means the variability among living organisms from all sources,

#;ffi;; -*".',iuf'il-i"e, and oittt. uq,iti. e.otyitemt,.*d the ecological

;;;;il'r, oiwtrictr;;t;; apart, this includei diversity within species,

between sPecies and ecosYstems;

,,biopiracy,'refers to the exploitation of biological resources from some

countries o, "o*-*iti;; 
;,i their use in the development of commercial

;ililp-tllt.O ttr""gt intellectual ppperty.rights by public or private

entities (including .".poi"ii".t, universiies "rd 
gor"*ments) without fair

;;;;il;"; or"rnuffi oibenefits derived with the individuals, peoples or

,rutiJnr in *hose territodthe materials were originally discovered;

,,bioprospecting" isthe collection of biological material and. the analysis of its

,,uiJ.iufirop"ii"r, oi it* .ot"cular, bioc[emical or genetic content, for the

potpos. of developing a commercial product;

ucommuniqt, refers to a clearly defined.group of users of land and wildlife,

*tti.ft,ow, Uut need oot L"' u clan or ethni; community' These gr9]Ps of users

h;ie;;"i ;iclearly defined rights and obligations over land and wildlife;

,rconsematioz" means the protection, maintenance, rehabilitation, restoration

and enhancement of wildlife ;

uconservation orey,refers to any area (including national parks and reserves)

;i;iit il;ia[y designaieJ and registeied for the conservation ofwildlife;

uconsemafion hotspot" refers to a conservation priority area;

6corridors,, means areas used by wild animals when migrating- from one part of

the ecosyste. ,o *otir.i p"tiod1.uff, in search of basic requirements such as

water, food, sPace andhabitat;

ucropping,,means harvesting of wildlife for a range of products including meat

andwildlifetroPhies;

uculling'means selective removal of wildlife from a habitat or ecosystem based

on souni scientifi c ecological principles;

" de centr alizatio n " means

management and control of
the devolution of responsibility for planning'

witdlife resources from the national wildlife agency
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to the local delimited geographic and functional institutions at the regional,
county and constituency levels;

"devolation" means the transfer of rights., authority and responsibilities by thenational wildtife agency to the locil delimit.d g;;;;til and tunctional
institutions at the regionar, county and constituen.y rJ".f,;-'----

"dispersal ateas" means areas adjacent to or surrounding protected andcommunity conservation areas into which wild animals mo've during someperiods oftheyear;

"ecosystem" means. a dynamic complex of prant, animal, micro-organism
communities andtheirnon-living environmentint.rr.tirg us u'functionalunit;

'enuironmental impact assessment, means the definition assigned to it underEMCA;

"endangered species" means a species of animals or plants that is seriously atrisk ofextinction;

"ex'situ consemafiorr " means conservation outside the natural ecosystem and
habitat of the biological organism;

"gamefarmr?g".eryn to the keeping of wildlife in an enclosed and controfledenvironment for wildlife conservaiionl hade and re.i"rii o, ; 

- - - - -

ogaye ranchingu means the conservation of wildlife in an encrosedenvironment with the intention ofengaging in wildlife conr.*ution und trade;

"genetic moterial" m.eans any material of plant, animal, microbiar or otherorigin containing functional unit ofheredity;

"genetic resoutces" meeurs genetic materiar ofactual orpotential varue;

"land owner" means those with individuar or corporate titre to rand orleaseholders and those with coflective community 
""rtoil"r.ig-h,r;

"land use" means activities carried out on a given piece of land;

"lead agency" means any government ministry, department, parastar, statecorporation or local authority, in which any law vestr f.rr.ti*. of control ormanagement of any element ofwildlife resources;

32 | Wildltfe policy 2020



,,in-situ conservation,, means conservation within the natural ecosystem and

habitat of the biolo gical organism;

,,intergenerational equity" means_ that the present generation should ensure that

in exercising its right to Leneficial use of ihe enviionment the health, diversity

and productivity of the en,i,o,,n.nt is maintained or enhanced for the benefit of

future generations;

,,intragenerational equity" mean-s that.all people within the present generation

have the right to U.n.'m 6quully from the expioitatior of the environment' and

thattheyhaveanequalentitlementtoacleanandhealthyenvironment;

,,invasive species,, means a species that is not an indigenous species or an

iraig"rou, .pecies t.urs-rocut"a to a place outside its natural distribution range

in nature which dominates other indigerous species or takes over the habitat;

,,marine protected area" means any area of intertidal or subtidal terrain' together

with its overlying *ui.. and asslciated flora, fauna, historical and cultural

r"utu*r, which ha-s be;; reserved by law or other effective means to protect part

or all ofthe marine environment'"

,,multilateral environmental agreement"rneans international legal instruments

for the regulation or u"iirlti.t"affecting the environment particularly wildlife

resources to which Kenya is aParty'

,,national parl<,, means an area of land declared to be a National Park by or under

thisAct or anY otherwritten law;

,,national reserve,, mearts any area of land declared to be a National Reserve by

or under this Act or any other written law;

,,ownership,, on the part of the state in relation to wildlife means custodianship

or stewardihip on behalf of the people of Kenya;

"Poaching" means illegal hunting or capturing ofwild animals;

,,wildlife protected area" means an area declared to be a wildlife protected area

under the aPPlicable law;

"sanctuary"referstoanareaoflandoroflandandwatersetasideand
maintained uy gor"rn-.nt, community, individual or private entity, for the

f..r.*ution anJprotection of one or more species ofwildlife;
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"species" means a population of individual organisms capable of mating with
one another and produc.ing fertile offspring in-a natural ,.tting and that share
common and specialized characteristics from others;

"sp-orl hanting" means authorised pursuit and killing of wildlife for recreation
and trophy collection;

"stakeholder" refers to an individual or group having a vested interest in the
conservation issues relating to a particular area;

"sustainable use" means present use of the wildlife resources, which does notcompromise the ability to use the same by future generations or degrade thecarrying capacity ofwildlife ecosystems anA nuUitutrf

"trans frontier conservation area,, means the area or component of a largeecological region that straddles the boundaries of two oi.o." countries,
encompassing one or more protected areas, as well as multipie resource use
areas;

"wetlands" means areas of marsh, fen, peat land, or water, weather natural orartificial, permanent ortemporary with tirat is static o. fl;;i"g;fiesh, brackish,
salt, including areas of maiine water the depth of which 

"i 
rZ* tide does not

exceed 6 meters. It also incorporates riparian and costal ,one, aa;u"ent to the
wetlands;

"wildlifeu any wild and indigenous animal, plant or microorganism or parts,
thereof within its constituent liabitat or ecosystem on land or in"water, as welr as
species that have been introduced into or established in renya;

'wildlife user rights" means various rights granted to a person, community ororganization by the relevant competeni autlhorities, thJ ";;iy defines eachstakeholder's access to direct and indirect use ofwildlife r;s;r."i 
"ra

"vtise use" means sustainable utilization of the wildlife resources, including
wetlands for the benefit ofhumankind in a way compatible with the maintenance
ofthe species and the integrity ofthe ecosystem.

34 | Wildlite Poticy 2020





Ministry of Tourism and Wildlife
NSSF Building, Block A, 20,n Floor, Bishops Road, Upperhill

P. O. Box 41 394 _ OOl OO, NA|ROB|, KENYA

Email: pswildl ife@tourism.go.ke

Website: http://www.tourism.go.ke


